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PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTZE CN INTELLIGENCE.
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Washington, D.C.
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THE CHAIRMAK: ©Qkay. The committee will zore Lo order.
Gooc mern ng, Amhassadar, and welcome teo the House Permanent
Select Cammittes gn Intelligence, which along with the
Fore'gn Affairs and Oversight, Commiliees, is conducting this
investigation as gart of tne gorficial imoeachment dnguiry of
tha House of Representalives.

Today's depoesition is zeing conducted 25 part of the
imguiry., Op beha1f of all cof us teday, on bath sides of the
tab e, [ Want to thank you Tor your decades of service to the
Mabtion, and especially for so sbly representing the Urited
States as our Ambassador to Armenta, Evrgyzstar, and Lkraine.
L5 you know Tirsthand, the post-5Soviet space has prosentcd a
myriad of ¢hallenges for success of Amerilcan agministrations.
Bro as the siccessor states, the larmer USS53 continue o
prapple with the consequences oF 70 years of Commurism,

I've read agout the curtailment of vour gosting in Kyiv,
and I have seen the shameful alitacks wade o you Dy thoesz who
lack your character and devoticn Lo country. While w2 wWill
doubtless explore more fully the eircumstances of your
premzture recall during this iaterview. I'm appalled that any
adiminist-ztisn Weuld treat a dedicated puzlic servant as you
have heen [reabed.

As you snaw, the White House and the Szcretary of SHlale
have spared nmo effort “n Lrying to arevent you and cthers

f=om meeting with us to tell us the facts. Zecause of the



agministration's efforts to block your depesition and

abstruct wvour inquiry, the committee nad no choire aut to
conmael your agpoearance today. We thank you Tor comolying
wiln the duly authorized congressional subgoena.

F-nally, I want you o knew cthat the Congress will not
tolerate any attempt to retaliate against vwou or to exacT
retrizution of any kind, We sxzect bhat you'1l De Lreated 10
accordance with your rank, and offered assignmenls
commensurate wilh your expertise and Llong service. Should
Lhat nal be Lhe case, we will hald those responzible to
FCCount.

Before I turn CTo cormittee counsel to begin the
depeositien, [ invite Ranking Member Hunes or zny membar ol
HFSCI. or in their absence, ary of my 7irority colleagues La
meke opgening remdarks o0 Mr, Menes' bebalr.

MR, JORDAH:  Thank ywou, Mr. Chalrwan. Just Tor the
record, on Ccteber Ind. 2019, the Speaker of The Housa, dancy
Felogi, <afg that she would treat Zhe President with

r

Tairness, Faeirpness requires certain things.,  JusL a Tew
minutes ago, the chairmen of the Intel Cormittes said thel
this 15 anm offidial imzgacshment TngUIry.

IfF 1t's an official impeachment ingui-y. we should be
follopwing precedent.  Every recent impeachment has sermilled

mincrity subpoenas. The right aof the mirority to issue

subposnas subject Lo the same rules as the majority has zgen
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tse stardard bipartisan practice in al. recent resclutians
avtharizing presidential impeachsent nguiries. Tnat 15 not
the case todazy. has not been t7e case since Lhis. guote.
"o*ficial Impeachment 1nguiry® began

Democrats" failure to provide ranking merbers wiln eqgual
subpaena power shows this 15 a pasbisan investigation.
Secntd, Democrats have threalensd Witnesses who requast
agency counsel To be gresent far their transcsibed interview
andfor deposition. State Department lawyers have a right Lo
crotect: executive branch interests. including national
cecurity interests. Democrats have threatened to withhold
salaries o° Staote Departren: officrals who ask for Ths
presence of State Departmenl lawyers 'm deposilions.

1've bean in countlirss nunbeér ot cepositions and/for
transcribed interviews, this is ¢nly Lhe second one I've ever
seen whore agency counsel was not permitted to be 1n the room
wher a witness was deposed or asked questians, Lhe first was
last Trursday. Tne first witness as a part o’ Lhis, quote,
‘afficial impeachaert inguiry.” .

And. finally. fairness requires due process. The
Presidens 2nd minority should nave tne right to see all
cvicence, both favorazble and unfavorable. The President and
rinority should have the ad*lity to presenl evidance bezsing
en the credibility of testifying wiinesses. The Fresident

and the minortty should have Lhe agility to rafse cbjections



16
17
18
19
20

relating to exaninat on of witnesses, and the admissioilicy
of testimony ard evidence. Armd the President and the

m nority should have the ability to respond to zll evidencs
znd testimany presented.

With that, I would l1ike te yield to my colleague from
the Foreign Aftairs Committee, Mr. Zeldin. for 3 T4 1tems to
RUE on the record as wWell,

MR. ZELDIM: Yestercay, Ranking Member MeCaul sent 2
letter to Chairman Engel consistent with wnat Mr. Jordan was
just refarencing on the racord. calling on the chair to honar
the bipartizar Rodino Hyde precedence that governed both the
Kixon and Clinton impeachrent inquires, which gus-anteed the
Fresident's couns2l the right to parsticipate 1n thase
proceecings. and zllowed the minorfly Lo exercise coequal
5ubppena suULthoriIy.

Faving on. The guestion 1&, what specific previsian af
Hewse rules gives the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intalligence the jurisdiction and authority to convene an
investigative inquiry of a State Department diplomat
regarding the conduct of U.5. foreign policy toward Ukraine?
That is clearly the jurisdiction of Lhe Foreign Affairs
CommitTee, and To cate, the House has N0t vYoLed To Zive Ine
Intel Cormittes any additional avthority to conduct En
iepéacheent Inquiry oulside of Its jJurisdiclional Tane, which

cancerns intelligence--elated activilies,
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Can you please point us to anything In the House rules
that gives you this authority?

THE CHAIRMAK: We're going to move forward wilh the
deposition rather than address tne mischaracterizations of
potn impeschment nistory and inguirfes and process. I would
roW recognize Mo, Goldwan,

MR, MEADOWS: Hr. Chairman, point of order. PFoint af
order,

THE CHAIRMAH: My colleague, we're not goirg 1o allow --

MR. MEADOWS: well, youw can't not allew -- 2'm here to
tell you. Mr. Schirf --

THE CHAIRMAK: We're not FOINE ta alles any cilatory --

MR. MEADOWS: -- you know Ihe House rules alloas for
poinl of orcer in any --

THE CHAIRMAM: State your pain: of order.

MR. MEADOWS: The point ot arder is the rules of Lhe
House are very clear. The gentleman raised a valid point
that Lhere are no rules thel would give the authority of wvou
to actually depose tnis witress. And so, wnder what
authority == I would say vou re out of arder,

THE CHAIRMAN: I zporeciate your opinieon, but the House
dezosition rules say otherwise. 5o0. Mr. Geldmar, you =2rg
recagnizec.

HR. ZELDIN: Poirt of order, CI0Ugh, wWe¢ are asking whal

rhat rule is Lhat gives you the aulnority te conduct today's




[

)

~]

depasiztion.

MR. MEADDWS: Rule 11 dassn't outlire anvthing,

THE CHAIRMAN: We won't allow any Turther dilatory
mobions, S, Galdman, vou're recognized.

ME. ZELDIN: MWe're askng a simple quastion.

HR. GOLDMAN: This 15 the depaosition af Ambzzsador Haria
¥owanoyvitch conducted by the House Fermanenl Selscl Committes
on Intelligence, al=sc called HPSC1., pursuant Lo tne
impaachmant ingquiry anmnounced oy Che Speaker of tne Houdse on
Seplember 2400,

K2, GOLDMAN: Ambassador Yeowanowitch, could you please
state your full name and spell your last name for the record.

MR, ROBEINS: I'm sorry, before we Degin bhe deposilion,
sarry, 1 represent the witress., My name 1s Larry Rabbins,
Tre ambassader has gn vpening sLbabtenerl o make.

MR, GOLDMAN: We're gong Lo gol Lo thal,

HR., ROBEINS: 1 ses&.

HR, GOLDMAN: After we lTay aut the graund rules here,
Wa'll turr it aver to the Ambassadar.

HR. ROBBEINS: DOray. It's a deal.

MR. GOLDMAN: A1l right. If vou could go ahead and
pledse state your Tull name and spell 7t for the record.

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Marie Loutse Yovarnevitch., HMarie.
M-A-E=-I-E, Louise, L=C=U=L=5-E

Yovenowitch,

¥-0-Y-A-N-0-V-1-T-C-H,
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HR., GOLCMAR: Thank you. Aleng with other procecdings

i71 turtherance af the inguiry. the deposition 1s part of a
joint invastigation led Sy the Permanent S5elect Cowmittee on
intelligence in coardination with the Comrmittee on Fareign
Affa“rs, and the CommiLCee an Oversight aid Reform.

In the room today, 1 believe, are at least given the
aplipg of having CWo majority staff and Lwo winority staff
fram helh Lhe Foreign Affairs ane tne Uversight Leommittees,
as well as majerity and minority stalf from HPSCI. This is &
slalf-led deposition, but members, of course, way ask
guestions du-ing the alloitec Lime

Ny rame is Daniel Goldman, |['wm a senier adviscr and
girector of "nvestigations for the WPSCI majority staff, and
['d Tike Lo thank you for coming in today for this
ggpasition., I'd Like Lo Jdo some Oriet introeductions. To By
right 1s Nicolas Mitchell, senior investigative courssl tor
HFSCI. Mr. Mitchel. and I will be conducting mast of the
frtervicw for the majority,

ANd I wWill mow 1et my courterparts who «will be a=king
any guastions introduce themselwves.

HR. CASTOR: Good morning. Ambassador. My name is Sleve
Castor, I'm 2 staffer with the COversight z2nd Governwent
Aefore ComEiitee, minority staff,

FR. BREWER: Good morning. ['m David 3reaer from

Oversfght as well.
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MR. GOLDMAM: This depositionr wi1l be conducted entirely
8t the unclsssified level, However, Lhe deposition is b2ing
conztucteg in HPSCIl's secure spaces, and “n the presznce of
staff whe all have appropriate security clearances. It 1s
the committee 5 expectation that ne“ther questions asked of
the witness rer answers by the witness or the ~itness'
counsel will require discussion of any Tnferration that 1s
currently, or at any point could be properly clessified under
executive order 13526.

Moreover, EO-13526 states thal, guote., "'n no case shall
information be ¢lassi®iec, cortimue to oe mainta'ned as
classified, or fail to 2e declassified,.” unquote, for the
purpose af concealing any violaticns of law or preventing
embarrassment of any person or entity. If any of our
cuestions can only be answered with classitied inforrstion.
Ambassador Yovenovitch, we'd ask you Lo infarm us of that and
we will adjust accordingly.

1 woeuld alse just pate tor Lhe record that my
upderstanding is thalt Ambassatdor Yovanavitech's counsel alse
has the necessary security clearanees. L5 that right?

MR. RCBBINS: That is correct.

MR. GOLDHAH: A1l right. Teday's depositisn is not
beirg taken in executive session, but becavsz o? the
sensitive ard confidential nature of some of the topics and

materizls that will be discussed, access toc the transcript of
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the deposition will be limited to three commiZiees in
allendance. You ang your aliorney will have an cpporzunity
to reaview the Lranscript &s well. Par the kFouse rules for
this deposition, na =embers or staff may discuss the contenls
gf this deposition outsice of the three committees, inC.Ld*ng
in public.

Before we begin, I'd like to briefly go aver the graund
rules Tar this depasitioen, We'll e following Lhe Fouse
regulations for depositions, We have previously provideo
your counsel with a copy of those regulalions, ard we have
copies here If yvou would like To review Lher at any Lime,

The dezos tior will groceed as folliows:

Ihe majority will b2 given | hour to ask cuesiions and
Lhen the minor -ty will be given L hour to ask cuesiions.
Tapreatier, we will aliernalte back and Torth betwesn majority
and minority in 45-minute rounds unlil guestioning is
conplete. We will rake periedic breaks, but if you need a
break at any time, please 1et Us Knew.

Under the House depesition rules, counsel for ather
perscns or gavernment zgencies may noi attend. And wWe csn
peint you to the deposition rule 1f anyone would like to look
at 1t. You are allowed To have an Jttorney oresent during
this deposizion, and I see that you have broughl Lhree. And
at zhis tire, if counsel could state Lhelr names for the

record.
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FR. ROBBIN:: S0 I'm Lawrerce Robbins fram the firm of
Robeins Russell, representing the Amhsssador. With me ars
Lzurie Rubenstein and Rachel L1 Wal SLen, alsc Trom our firm,
alsg for the witness,

ME. GOLDMAN: There is a steonographer, or two, taking
dowr everything that is satd here in orders to make 8 wWritten
recerd of the depesition. For the record to be cle#ar, please
wait until the guestions are ftinished befoare you bugin your
answer, and we Will wait unlil you Tinish yoaur response
hefore ascing the next guestion,  The stenogrepher cannot
recorc nonvearbal answers, such 35 shaking your heaz, 3o it
is importanl Chat you answer each guestion with &n sud-ble
verbal answer,

We ask that you give complete replies to guestions based
an your best recolleccion. IT Lhe guesiiaon is unclear or ¥You
are uncerta‘n in your response. please lel ws know,  And 17
wou e not knoW the answWer B0 a SULSTTON @F CSENAOT rememoer,
cimply way &0,

¥ou 4ay anly refuse to ansWer a question to preserve a
privilege that is recognizec by the comm-ttee, 17 you refuse
TO Enswer a guestian on the basis <f privilege, stefr may
e Lher proceed with the depasition or seek a ruling from
Chairman Sc11ff an the phiectian during the depasiticn atl a
T me of the majority staff's choosing, I7 the chair

gverrules any such abjection during the deposition, you :ire
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regquired to answezr the question. These are the House
depoaition rules.

Finally, you zre rem nded that it is unlawful to
deliberately pravide fal=e infarmalion To HMembars of Congrass
ar staff. It is imperative that you nat only answer our
gquestions truthfully, but that you give Tull and complete
znsWers to all guestions asked of you. Omissions may also 02
considered false statements

Now, @5 this deposition is under ogsth, Anbassador
vowanoviloh, would you please raisé your rignt hand and stand
and vou'll be sworn in. Do you swear or affirm that the
testimony yod are gbout te give 15 the whale Lrullh and
pathing bul Lhe trutn?

15, YOUANOVITCH: 1 do.

ME. COLDMAN: Thank you. The record will reflect that
Lie witness has been duly sworr, and you ray De sgated.  How,
Smbassadar Yovanovitch, T undarstanc you fawve sone a2ening
remarks and now 13 the Time Lo do bthem.

MS . YOMANOVITOE: Thank you. Chairman Schiff,

Yr. Jo-~dan, ard othor members and staff wha are hers Loday.
really do thank you for the opportunity to start with a

s=atepent. And 1'2 like to niraduce myself. Fos the

last -- %gr tho last 23 years, 1C°s oeen my greal honor to

werve the smerican people as a Faseign Service Off-cer owver

cix admirislrations, four Republican and two Democrat.
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have sarved n seven different countries; five aof them have
been hardship oosts, ang I was appointec to serve a3 ar
ambassader three times, twice by a Republican Fresident, cnce
by a Cemacratic President.

Throughout my career, I have slayed true Co the cath
that Foreign Serwvice O-ficers tske and observe every day,
that I will =upperl ang defend the Constitutien of the United
States against all enemizs, Torcign and domestic, and thst L
woll Sear true faitn ard allegiance To the sama,  Like all
Foreign Service Officers with whom I have besn privileged Lo
serve, I have understaod that eath as a commilment Lo serve
on a strictly norpartisan basis, to advance the foredign
policy determined by the Tncumbent “restdent, and to work at
all times to strepgthen cur natianal security and promote cur
natianal interests.

I come by these beliefs honestly and through persocral
prporionce. My parents Tled Communist and Kazi regimes. And
naving scen, f-rethzng, the war and povertly amd displacemant
camman to totalitarian regimes, they valued the freedom anc
democracy the U.5. offers, and Lhal the United States
represents.  And Lhey raised me to cherish thase values as
wall.,

Their sacrifice allowed me To stteng Princetnon
Uriiversily, where 1 focused my studies on the former Soviet

Uorian,  And given my dphringing and my background, 1T Ras
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baen the hanor of a lifctime Lo nhelp to foster Lhose

principles as a career Fereign Service Officer. From

August 2016 until May 2019, | served as the U.5. Ambassadar
to Ukraine. Our policy, fully embraced by Demacrats and
Aeaublicans alike, wWas Lo help U<raine bacore # siable and
indenesndent democratic state, with & market econamy
integrated inte turopa, Ukralne 15 a soverelgn country whose
harders are irviolate, and whose people have the right o
determine their own desliny, These are Lhe bedrock
principles at our policy.

Becausce of Ukraine's geoslrategic position bordering
Russia an its =ast. the warm waters af the oi1l-rich Black 5¢a
to its south, ang four WATC allies to ils west, “t is
¢ritical to the security of the United States that U<raine
remair free and democratic, and that it continue top resist
Russlan expansionism.

Russia's purported annexation of Crimea, its dnvasion of

sstern Ukraine, anc its c¢e facto control ever the 52 of
hzov, make clear Russia's malign intentians towards Ukraine.
Il we allow Russia's actions to sland, we will 52T 3
precedent that tre United 5Lales will regrel Tor decades to
COme,

% supporting Ukraire's integralion into =urope =nd
combating Russiz's eflorts To destabilize Ukraire have

gnchored our policy since the Ukralinaian people protested an
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the Mzidamn in 2014 and demanded Lo be a part ol Europe and
l*wve sccording to the rule of lew. That wes U.5. palicy wicn
1 becane awbassador in August J016, and 1T was reaffirmed as
that policy as the policy af the current adeinistration in
garly 2017.

The Revolution of Dignity anc the Ukrainian people's
demany Lo end corrualion Torced Lhe new Usrainian Governmerl
to bake peasures to Tight Lhe rempanl coerreplion that long
permeates that country's political and ecoremic systems. We
Rhave long urderstood that strong anti-corruption effarts must
form ar essential part of our policy in Lkraine, and now
there was a windoca of cpporzunity to do just exactly that.

Ard sa why is that important? And =hy 15 1t important
to us? Put simply. anti-corruption efforls serve Ukraine's
interests, but they also serve ours as well., Cerrupt leacers
are ‘nnerently less trustwarihy, wh'le nonest anc accounzacle
Ukrainian leadershipn makes a U. 5, <Ukraine gartnershipg more
reliable and mare valuable te us. A level playing field in
this stratepgically located country, one wWith 2 Eurapdean
L andmass exceeded only by Russia, and with one of Lhe largesl
popul ations in Europpe, creales an environmenl in which U5,
business can make more 2asily trade, invest, and profit.
Corruption is a security issue as well because corrupt
officials are vulrerzble to Moscow. In short, it is in our

nalional security interest to help Ukraine transform into a
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courtry where the rule al las goverrs and corrugtion 15 held
in check

3us change takes Time, and Lhe aspiration bto imstill
~ule of 1aw of values has st'll net been fulfilled. 5Since
2014, Ukraine has been at war, not just with Russia, oot
W thin $tsell, as zolitical and economic forees campete to
determine Wwaat kird al country Ukra'ne Wwill become. The same
ol.¢ oligarch-dominated Ukraine where corruplion i not jusl
prevalert, but frankly 75 the system. Or the country that
Usrainians demanded Tn the Revolution of Dignity. A courntry
where rule of 12d 15 the system, corruption is tamed, and
neople are treated egually, and 2¢cord ng te Lhe law.

During the 2213 presidential elections ir Ukrainz, the
people arswered thal guestion orce again. Angered oy
insufficient progress in the f1ght against coerruption,
Ukrzinian volers averwhelmingly voted for a man who szi1d that
ending corruption Would bg his number one priority. The
trans Lion, however, created tear among the political elile,
setting the stage for some of the issues 1 expect we will be
(l1SCuUssing tooay.

Unde~standing Ukraine's recent history, including the
sigrificant tension betwcen those wio seck e Transtorm the
country, and tnose who wWish to conltinue profiting from the
ald ways, is. [ believe, of crilical “pportance to

Jnderstandisg the evenls yoJd askeo me nere today to describe.
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Many oF thess events=, anc the false narratives Lhal smarge
from them, resulted from an untarturnate alliance bBetWesn
U<rainian: wio continue to operate wilhin a corrant system
and Americans who either dic not uncerstamd thal system, Lhal
corrupt system, or Whe may have chosen, for theoir own
puarpeses, [o ignore T,

It iz seems obvious, but I think bears stabing urnddes Lhe
circumstances, that when degling with otficials trom &ny
country, or Those claiming contacks -- ar connmeclions Lo
orticialdem, one must wunderstand their backgrounz, Lheir
parsanal inLlerest, &nd what thay hope to get out of that
particular interaction before deciding how to evaluate their
dascription aof avents or acting on their informatian,

Ta be clear, Ukraine iz full of cecple who want the very
t1ings we have always said w=e want “or the United SLales, &
ECYErNmMent that acts in the interest of cthe peop.e, &
government of the peogle, By Che pecple, Tor the pedpls. | he
overwhelming support for Fresident Zelensky in Aoril's
g ectian proved that. And 1t was ode af our mMost Tmportant
Lasks al Lhe smbhassy in Kyiv Do understand 2nd act upon the
difference between thase who sought to serve their peocple &nd
those who sought to serve only themselves,

With that packground in mend, I would 1ike t0 hriefly
address some of the specitic 1isues raised in the press that

I anticipate vou may ask me about today., 3¢ just to regeat.
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[ arrived in Ukraine on August 22, 201&, and T left UXkraine
scrmanently on Yay 20, 2019. Several of the evenis with
w1ich you may be concerned occurree before 1 was cven in Lhe
country before I was amhassador. hRere are just & Tew:

The release ¢t the so-called Black Ledger. and M=,
Manafo<t s subseguent resignation from the Trump carpaign.
The zmbassy's April 1016 "etrter te the Prosecutor General’s
Affice about the investipatian inle tne Anti-Corruption
Aetinn Cesiler or AntAD. And the departure <rom office of
sormer Prosecutor General Vikter Shekin, wha 1 have never
met. These evenis all occurred before [ arrived.

There are scveral events that occurrgd after I mWas
gealled “row U«raine. These include President Trump's
July 25th call with President Zelensky: all of The rany
discus2ions that have aegen in the press surrourding that
prone call: and sny discussion surrounding the reporited delay
6t security assistance to Uxraine in summer 201%. 5o that

happerned afler I deparled,
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Az Tor the events during my tenure in Lkraine. I really want
to make clear and 1 want to categorically state that I have
never, myselt or through others, directly or indirectly, ever
directed, suggested, o7 in any ather way asked, Tor any
governrment ar gavernment aofficial in Lkraire ar glsewhers to
refrain from investigating or prosecuting actual carruption,

Az Mr. Lutsenko, the former Uk-aine prosecutor general,
has recently acknawledged, the notion thal I <realed ar
diszeminater or vergally (old him 2 do-not-prosecute 1ist is
corpletely false. And thal is & story that Mr. Lutsenka
Mirselt nas since retracted.

Fgually Tfciitious 1s the notien That I zm dizleyal La
Fragident Trump. [ have neard the allegalian in the redia
that I svLpoosedly told our embassy tear bto igroare the
Fresident's orders snce e was going Lo be inmpeached. That
gllegation s false. [ hevz never sa’d such 2 thing o my
Emoassy colleggues &r anvyone else.

Mext, the Chama adreini<tration £1d not ask me to help
thz Cl ntarn campaigr, o farm the Trumz campzign, «nd 17 Chey
had, I would never have taken any such steps., T have never
met Hunter Eiden, ner save 1 had zny direct or “ndirect
coervarsalions with him, OF course, I have met former Yice
Fresident Biden =cveral times awer the course ol aur many
years n government, but neither he nor Lhe previous

gadministration ever directly or indirectly raiscd the issua
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cither of Burisma or Hunter Bidern with me.

Willh respect ta Mayer Giuliant, I have only Jad minimal
captact with him, a Total of thres thel I reczll. HNone
related to the events at dissue. I do net snow Mro Giulizni’s
rotives Tor sttacking me. But individuals wno have B2en
named in Lhe press who nave cortact with fAr. Giuliani ray
well RMave selieved taat toeir perscnal and financial
arbitiors we-e stymied by our anti-carruption policy 10
l=raine.

Finzlly, after being asked by the Deparlment in early
March to extens my tour, to stay on an extre wear until 2020,
in Late April. I was Laen abruatly arsked Lo <ome back to
Wasi ngton from Ukraine on Lhe next plane.  You will
understandably want fo ask why my posting ended =& suddenly.
[ wanted to Llesrn that, too, snd T tried to (ind out.

T met with the Deputy Secretary ol Etate, whe nlormec
me af -he rurlallment of my term. He seid that the President
nad lest confidence in me, and ne Langer wisned me Lo sorve
as an anbassador. He added that there had beer a concerted
campaign against me, and that the Deparluent had osen undes
pressurc Trom Lhe Fresidsnt Lo remove me since the summer af
2018, FEe awso safd that 1 had dane noThing wrong, and That
Lhis was ret Like other situations where he had recalled
ambassadors for cause, I cezarted Ukraine for geod this past

Hay.
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#lthouszh I under=tand, everyone urderstands, Chat T
served at the pleasure ot the President, 1 was nevertheless
increadulaus that Lhe W, 5, Gowvernmenl chase [0 Fermoyve an
ambassadar based, &= far as [ can tell, on unfounded ana
ralse claias Dy people Wwith claarly guasticnable motives.,  To
qaks matters Warse, all of this aoccurred during an especially
challenging timg in Bilateral relatiors with a nawly elecied
Uxrainian President. This was precisely ithe bime when
continagicy at the U.5, Embzssy in Dkrzing wWwas mosl needed.

Bafaore I close. [ must share with wou the doen
disappaintmant and cismay I have Telt as 1hese events nave

i falded. fave served this Nation honaraaly for more than
30 years. I have proudly promoted 2nd serwved AmErican
interests as the representative ot ths American psople &nd
51 different “residerts over the lzasl Lhree decades,
Taroughout that time. I, Like my colleggues al Lhe State
Department, Nave always believed that we have enjoved 3
cacrad trusl with our govarnment.

we make a difference cvery day., And I know many of you
have been out to embassies arcund the world, and vou knowl
tizt to be true. Wrether it'z a matt2r of wars and pezde,
Lrade and investmeanl, or simply he®ping an Anerican citizen
With & Tost passpart. We repoatedly unraot por Tives, and we
frequently put ou-selves in harm's way to serve aur Netian,

and we 2o that wi1llingly, bBecauses wWe believe 17 Americe anc
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its special -ole “n the worlc

We also beliszve thal in return, our governmerl will have
our backs and protect us T ~¢ come under attack “rom foraign
irteresrs.

That basic wnderstanding no Lorger Folas true. Today,
We 5es the State Degartment attacked and Fellowed oul From
within, State Department leadership with Congress needs to
take action now to cefend thi1s great institution, and 7ts
thousands of loygl and effective employees, bWe need to
rebui1d diplemacy as the first resorl to advance Americz's
interaest. and the front lire of America's defense. [ fear
that not coing sn will harm gur XAation's interest, perhaps
irreparaoly. That harm wil> cowe rot just through the
‘nevitable and coatinuing resignation and loss of many of
L11s Matien's most loyal and talented putlic servaats. [t
alsa Wwill come when those diplomats who soldier on and do
their hest to represent our Natiom, face partners abroad wWho
gues|icn whethar the ambassador rea’ly speaks for the
President, and can be counted upon es a reliable partnar.

The harm @ill come when private interests circumvent
professional diplomats for thelr own gain, not for the public
good. The narm will come when bad actors and countries
beyord Ukraine see 10w easy it 1s to use fiction 212 innuendo
£0 nanipulate our system. In such circumstances, the only

irterasts that are going Lo be servec are tho=e of our
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strategic adversaries like Russia, that spread chaos gna
attack the inststutions anc norms that the U.5. helped creale
ard which we have benetited from for the last 75 years,

Doam prows aof my works n Ukraine. The V.5, Erbassy
urder my leacership represented and advanced Lhe nolicies of
the United States Gove-nmant as articulates firstT Oy the
Ohama administration, and then by The Trumz adninistration.
Qur efforts were intended, anc evidenltly sdcceeded. 10
thwgrbing carrupt interests 1n Ukraine who fought back by
selling baseless conspiracy theories to anyang who waould
Listen. *adly, somgone was listeming, &nd our Malion 1=
worse of f far that.

to I want to Lhand wou lar your attention, anc [ welcome
your guesticns. Thank you,

THE CHAIRMAM: Thank you very puch for your testimony.
Mr. Goldman.

MR. ROBBIMS: Excuse me, just before we bepin, Fardon
e, I have a Terrible cold this morning and I apolopgzize if
I'm hard to hear, Mr. Chairman, I'd Just Like to put thes
following on the record hefore we begin today's deposition.

A% you Braw, the Dezariment of State, in which Lhe
arbassador is still emoloyed, has asserted thal iis Lawyers
chould be allowsd Lo allend this depositign 5o that they can
gssert privitlegss or anjections the Department might wish to

gzsert on benslf of the executiwe bramch,  As we hawve Lald
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heth State Degpartment lawyers ard committee lawyers, i7 1%
not cur placs ta get in the middle of that or to taks sides
in 2 dispJte betwaen tha Congress are the executive sranch,
and we don'T dirtend o

Amhassador Yovanowitch has been subpocnaed to testify.
and as we read the law, she is obliged te 2¢ here and
Lestify, ard she will. we nave repecledly as<ed the Slate
Copartmenl's office of Lhe legal sdvisor to orovide us Wi th a
written statement that we could read on their behalf so that
their corcerns regarding what they fterm, guate, "gxeculive
brarch confidernt ality interests,” end guole, ¢ould ce hesra
by this committes. We have asked them fo specify in WEiTing
particular topics wilh resgect to which they Wwish us to point
out thair interests. And although we were told We would
recreive such & statement, we have not.

&p that Ambzssador Yovanovitch can oo as diligent as
pcesible in complyirg with her emolayer’'s wishes, I will da
my best, during the caurse ot this hearing, te peirt out
queslicns that might elicit informazicn that I understand o
fall within the scope of their concerrs. I will alse tell
yol oW that the Department told us that Lhey con't want our
appearanca today te be carstrued as a waiver af any
privileges they may hold,

I want to be clear that 1 am not asserting any of those

crivileges an the client's bepalf becavss, of coursa, wWe
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caverrmert who said that Mr. Lutsenko, the Tormer prosscdtdar
peneral, was in communicalbion with Hayor Giuliani, and that
Lhey had plans, and that they wers Zaing to, vou know, oo
thirgs, including To me.

(] cn you Tirst hesrd about it from the Ukrainian
officials?

A That's correct.

0 Di:d wou understand Row they were aware of this
information?

A 50 I cen tell you whal I think, you know, Lnis 75
perhzps not a fact. But the imaression that [ received is
that Mr. Lutsenko was talking ratner forely about this in,
you khowWw, cartain circles, and so aihers aeard about it whe
Wanted to 18t Us «naw.

THE CHAIRMAM: Cap wyou move the microphone & Lottle
Closer.

MS. YOWANIDNTTCH:  Sorry.

BY ME. GOLDMAN:

0 Were these Ukrainian Gavernment nfficials?
A Yac,
M Can you describe for us wno Lhe fermer Frosecutor

ceneral Lutsen<o is. and give us some context 23 1o N3
backgroumd and what your assessment of him is?
. ¥azh, he's a Ukrginian palitician., He' s bsen in

solitics I weuld say, probaoly, tne last 20 years or 5o, and
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he has hald many high governmert positions. He's a political
ally of former President Poroshenko, or 2t 1east was until
the time 1 left, I don't know where that status is now. And
he 15 2 man who was the head of the Porosnen<o Taction and
the Racda, which is the Ukrainian parliamenl, until Lhe spring
of 2016 whern he was voted 1n to become the proseculor
ganeral.

a Is he 2 lawyer?

A LT
0 S50 how dig he become the srosecutor general?
) Because the Raca had to take a pripr vote that

wpuld #llow that excepticr, which I believe is zclually even
in the constitution, either <onstituton or lam.

Q S0 he was the arosecutar general the entire time
that you «ere in Ukraire, IS that ~1ght?

A Thal's correct,.

Q And can yau just describe brie”ly what the role of
the orosccutor general is in Ukrainey

A Yes., And because Ukraine 14 a country In
transition, that role was In the process af becoming
reformed, 5o the prosecutor general s affice is, or
position, is a very powerful cne, it's a hold-over from the
Soviet Unior days. And that individual 's 1n charge of hoth
investigatary actions, like tne FBl, Tor example, az w2ll as

the actual arosecution. So it's tremendous power,
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And Fr. Lutsenko was brought fr te refora that office te
split the offices, irvestigatory anc prosacutorizl, zrd to
make real reforms so that -- because the PGD, Prosecutor
General's Office, was viedes as ar instrument of cerrupt-on
Masically, Lo grant psople favors, LRey cCou.t aoen Cases,
they could close cases pased OR MONCY PAsSIng hands ar
whalever Was mest ozppartune, and 1t trickled down to the
ardirary people's Llives as well, 5o 1l was scen as 2 place
wiere ironically carruptien thrived and he was orought in o

clean that up.

Q Was he successiul 1n cleaning that vp?

A No.

G Has would you assess h's characler?

A He's very smart. He can be very charming. He, I

think, is a7 cppartumisl and will ally himself, soretimes
simultarecusly, I believe, with whatever political or
ecanomie forces he belicves will suit hfs interests best at
the Line.

Q Wwould you c2ll him somaone who is corrupt?

A T have certainly neard & lat of people C&l1l hin
corrupt, and there are certainly a lot of storles about his
sctions that would indicate that.

4] You mentioned in your opening statement that there
were false statemerts that were saread abaut you. Was he cne

af tne individuals whe spread those false statemerts sbout




I you?

2 A Yeas

3 G Now. 1et’s go back to first learning aboul Rudy

1 Giulianmi's involvement. Wwhat d1d you understand n late 018
5 to o2& Mr. Gieliani's Tnterast n UkKraines

fs f T wasn't really sure, but he had clients in

7 Ukraine, so that was one pessible thirg. But he also

a obyiously 1s the President's personal lawyer. 50 I wasn't

0o really sure what exactly was EO1Mg on.

I 0 Cid vou come to learn what his interest ir Ukrzine
11 nas?

12 A Well., vou know, T read Lhe press and watch TY Just
13 .1ke everybody else in this roor, 50 yean, | lcarned.

14 (¥, Bid vou have any further canvérsations with

|5 Ukrainian Government efficials about Mr. Giuliami's

16 activities in Ukraine?

17 A Yes, I did. Meost of the Conversations wWere not

18 with me directly, people on Lue ewbassy stalf, but yes, I did
L have ather c¢anversations.

2l q And fram your staff asnbers of Your own

2l conveérsations, what did you come to learn about

ries Mr, Giulizni's interest in lkraine?

23 A That basically there nad been 8 nueder of mectings
24 batween Hr. Lutsenko and Mayor Gilulian?, an¢ that they were

25 locking -- I should say that Mr. Lutsenko =as looking to hurt
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28 in the U.5. I coulgn't imagine what thal was. But, you
krow, now I see.

Q Wnat do you see now?

A Well. that ['m no longer 19 Ukraine.

Q Fair enough. But cescribe the evolulion oT your
uAderstanding as to haw Mr. Lutserka was tLry1ng To hurt you
in the U.S5.7

) I Lhink, and again, I am getting this partly from
conversations with people who may or may not krow what really
happened, as well as what has been n the media, both in
Usraine and hera in the Uniced States. 50 T'11 tfell vou whal

think. [ can't say that --

Q Let me just interrupt you Lrere. Is5 some of your
knowledge hasez on Mr. Giulizni's statements himself?

A To the press.

Q Okay .

& 50 T thing Lhab there was -= Hr. Lutsenkc was not
pleased that =- that we continuec at the embassy to call Tor
cleaning up the FE0, the Prosecutor General's Office, and he
camea 1nto office with, you <now, three goals: One was Lo
refarm the office, one was 0 grosecute Lhose who killed Lhe
innccenl peaple on the Mzidan curing the Revo.ution of
Digrity. and one was to prosecule wonay .aundering cases to
get back the §40 billion-plus that the previgus president ant

his crenizs had shscorded wWith, MNone aof those Taings were




done.  Anc we thought those were great goals, and we wanted
him to encourage hin to continue with thase pgoasls. That did
not hagpen.

And so, we continued to encourage him, and I dan't think
he really apprecialed L, What he wanted from tie U. 5.
Embessy was for us to sel up mealings With The Attarney
Gensral, with the Director of the FEI. et cetera. And he
would say, I have important information for them. As nerhaps
many of you know, there are, you knoWw, usual processes for
that kind o thing. We don't have principals mect and, yau
krnow, Lthe Toreign principal springs neW informatiorn that may
or mey nat he velid Lo an Asericen cabinet member, we just
don 't de that.

And so what we kept on encourzging him to do was to meal
Kith the legat, the Tegal azbtache, the FEI al Lhe embassy.
That is precisely why we hawve the FBI in countrics aversees,
fo work with host country countergerts and get infermazion,
whatever that dinfarmalion wmight e, develop cases, &1 Ccetera.
He didn't Wwart ta share that information. And now. T think I
understand that that information was Ta_.sehoods sbout me.

LK} Whnat Telsehoods ascus woL?

A Well, for example, as I mentioned ir the testimany.
in the statement, the apening statement, that I gave him 4
do=not=prosecuze 1ist, a list of individuals that he should

noet taucn,
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Q fnd cid you do that?

A Mo

g Did you learn whether there was ary adcitional
informat:on that he wanteg ta share with U.5. Sovernment
officials?

) Well, 1 think, you KpowWw, 1t was other tnings along
that Line.

Q Gne of the things that has Geen public-zed guite
signifirantly "s infermat on 1hat Prasvciubas General Lulsenko
may have had in connectien to either Faul Manafort or the
1016 electian?

.} Uk=kuh.

Q Did you come to learrn anything about either of
L1ose topics?

A He dign't share anything witn me.

(W] Cid he share anything with any other Ukrainian
sfficials Lhat you then learned about Ut from. or learned
about this Tram?

A I thirk, yeah, I thirk they may have Geen aware
=qat L4at was more broadly what he alsa mighl share with
Fr. Giuliani.

Q Well., let me ask Lhe question Shis way: Othsr Than
infornation azout you --

A Uh-huh.

¥ -- what other information did you come Lo learn
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while vou were at post about what Mr. Lutsenko werled Lo
share witn American officials?

FR. RECEBINZ: 3o you're gsking now while she was
ambg=ssador as cpposed to bhones she's resd 'n the papor and
media s7nce she wkas recalled?

2Y MR. GCLDMAN:

Q Yoz, I'm asking @whnile wou werse Lhere, whal Jdid yaol
understand?

A Yaah, it was very amorphoes, because While There
wes sort of thet gossip out Lhere, the gossip Lhel T wes
going to o8 reczlled, and vou know, people would ass mg, and
I'd say No, no, I'm here, I'm working. 3ot it was very
amorphous, ard 50 at the time, I didn't <pnow.  lWhen iL becamns
clearer was on March 24th with the publicaticn o The Hill
interview with Mr. Lutsenko.

90 that, you know. that was sorbt of Lhe Tirst 20nd of
public, on the recerd, in the United States, and then over
the ansuing days Chere was more in the U 5. media,

Mr. Giuliani spoke publicly, and Dornald Trump Jr. also
twested that I shoula be removed.

C Sa let' s separate out your remova. fram sny of ths
pthar infTormalion,

A Okay.

G Because wWe a&re EOing to gFeT to your removal, and

A2're going to focus on that. But just o zet the lay of the
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land here. ‘What did you -- when you referenced The Hill.

vhat did you coae to learr from The HilL about informat fan
that Lutsenke was trying Lo share?

A Well. I think, T mean. 1 think 1°ve already told
you. S0 he shared imtormation that there was -- he raissd
gquestions -- again, this happened before [ arrived, but he
Faiwed guestions about U. %, Goveramant assistance ito Lhe PGO,
ared whether there was & discrepancy in Lhe Tunding and
wWhether he should be investigating 1t, and Lhat the embassy

£

had assured aim, @gain, before 1 arrived. that we had Tully
accourted for all U.S. furnds, and tral we were not concerned
about th's. 53¢ that was oné line tTRAt he talxed zboul.

There was the co-not-prosscule L7§1 There was, T mcar, you

kqaow, a aumber of 1=sues.

Q Was there anything about the 7016 elacZior or Paul
Fanatarty

£, [ think, yean, T think that was in The Hill article
as well,

0 And whal about former Vice Fresident loe 3iden or
Burismar

A I think that was in the article as well.

0 to after you learned about this 9n The H1l1l, dd
you have any addilionzal conversations with people. &itCher
Anericans in the embassy, or Ukrainian offscials about the

repor Ls?
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A Well, in the embassy we were [rylng to figure out
What Was foirg on. 1 also, of course., Was in touch with
Tolks 1n wWashington at the NS, and at tne 5tate Depgartment
to try tao Figure out wWwhat was this, what was going an.

J Wiat did you learn?

A Hot much. I mean, I thirk peaple wers nat surs,
Or Lhe 25Th, the day after The Hill arlicle came oul, Che
State UDepartmert had & pretty strong statement Lhal saig Lhat
Mr. Lutsenka's allegations were a “zbrication, and then, yaou
know, aver Loe weckend, there was a lot more in the media.
And, you know, theo state Departrent w#as trying to figure out
hew to respond. I thirk. during that timz and the following
Week, Bul T ¢idn'U gel very ruch inlfarmaLion,

1 Az that point, were wou aware thet Hr. Givlieni had
met with Mr. Lulsenko praviously?

A Yeah, T think it became pretty clear,

Q what ¢o0 you megsn by that?

A Bacausa I thirk it was in the media, ard I think
they =aid if.

] S0 &t this poirt, just so we're cClear. Hr.
cfuliant Was never an smploves o* the State Degastmant,
righz?

A Mot bo my knowledge.

i You seid thet you met with him, I think, three

times, Can you ¢escrioe those mestings!?



A Lh-Fiif.

THE CHAIRMAM: Just sk -- befare wWe get to Lhat,
coursal, Did you know at the time ar have you lcarned since
why Mr. Lubsenko was cngaged in pushing aul these smears
against you? ‘Why did ne want te get rid of youv

M5. YOVANOVITCH: Well, again, I can tell you what I
cmfnk, nut T don't know for a fact.

THE CHAIRMAM: Yau k90w, based on what you've learned
from colleagues. what you ve legrmed in the press, what 13
yaur pest urderstanding of Wiy Lutsaenka was trying to oush
you out of Ukraina?

MS. YOWANOWITCE: I think that he felt that T and the
enbessy were effective al helping Usralnians who wanted Lo
raform. Ukrainizns whe wantad te fight against corruption,
and ke £id not -- you knoW, that was rnet in his "nierest. I
think also tna: he was, 1 mean, it's hard to believe, [ think
<& was personazlly anpry with me that we weren' T -- wo did
wark with the PGD's office, but he Wanrtes us Lo wors with him
in different ways, you krow, and that we didn't have a closer
relzlionshig, and that I w2s not facilitaling Srops for hino
fa =he Unitad States with our cazinet merbars. When there
was, frankly, nothing to talk about because he wasn'l 2 2 oo
partrer for us,

THE CHAIRMAN: You nad #mentioned earlier that you were

trying to make sure that Usrainian officiels used proper
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legal channels --

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Yes,

’HE CHRIEMAM: == 1f They had intormaticn that they
Wanted to share with U.5, law enTorcement?

15, YOUVANOVITCH: Right.

THE CHAIRMAM: Do yeu think that your insistence ar
sdvocacy Tor following Lhe proser procedures in tarns of
vsing legat and leggl channels was parl ol Lhe reasaor why he
Wanrtad you renaved?

3, YOUVANOYITOH: Haeyvbe. Maybe. I mean, he clearly
Wwartaed To work around the system where I think there’'s less
transparency. there are more opportunitiss to, you know, kind
of fiddle the system, zhall we =ay

BY ME. GOLOMAN:

Q2 Dkay. And wher you say work around the system, ¢7d

you come Lo understand that that was a rale that Hr. Giuliani

could play for him. far Mr. Lutsenke?

A Well, now 1t certainly appears that way.
0 But when dic you come o understard thal?
A You know, now, you <now, with the advanlage of

finds zht, you're g£21ng t2 ta'nk that I'm increginly naive,
put I coular't imagine all of the things that have hagpened
aver the last & or 7 months, T just couldn'b “magine il.

50 we knew thit there wes something aut there, We were

B54TNE oLrselves, you kKnoeW, what 15 geing ond But then it
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became clear with The Kill iatlerview and all the subsequent
thirgs that casre out in the press.

M S¢ the State Department issued a statement
essentially denying what was reported in The Hill?

A Uh-hu.

i Did vou ever receive any pressure fr¢m anyone zt
the Stale Departmant to reconsider your pasitien or in ary
way consider sane of the advocacy of Mr. Giuliani?

A [ don't quite understand Lhe ==

1] I'm wondering if you pot any messages cr
suggestions or directions from the State Deparlment that were
contistent with whal M. Giuliani was discussing and #hal 175
tnterests were?

L M

4 You also said that. 1 believe, after this
infaerration care out in The Hill in late March, you had a
surber of conversations bolh wWith peosle In the embassy and
people back in Washington., Who were you speaking to Within
the State Department about this 1&sua?

) Asciclant Secretary -- or ACtinp Assistant
Secretary Phil Reeker of Lhe Eurgpesn Jureau, who 1s my 205S.
1 scoke orce with David kale, who is the Under Secretary for
Political Affairs. And at the KSC with Fiana Hill.

4] And what was the message that you generzally

recefived from them?
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A Total supporl,

Q Trey understoad taat this was a fabricatian?

A Yeah, 1 mean, until zoday, nocbody has ever actually
asked me the guestion “rom Lhe U5, Government of whether I
am zctually guilty of all of these things I'r supposed Lo
have done.  Mobogy ever asked, because I think everyhody just
Thought it was =2 ouirageous,

Q Did you ever have sny conversalisrs after Novemder,
Zecember 2015, wWith Ukrainian ofrticizls about Mr. Giuldiani up
unt1l the time that wou Lell in May?

& I think perrags in tne Fobruary time period, T did
where one af The senifor Ukrainian offic-als wes very
concarnad, and told me T really needsed 1o watch my back.

i Desc-ibz that conversation,

A Well, I mean, ne basiczlly s21g, and Went into some
detail, thet there wers Lan Individuals from Florida.

Mr. Parnas 2nd Mr. Fruman, who were work ng with Mayer
&luliani, ard that they had set up the meetings far

M, Giuliani with Kr. Lutsenkc., And Lhal Lhey Were
interested in having a differant smbassadoer at post, I guess
far -- because they wanted to have businoss cealings in
Lkraine, or additional buziness dealings.

I didn't under=tand Lhal because nosody at the ¢nbassy
hae ever met thosc twe individeals.  And, you xnow, one of

the biggest jebs of an Arcricar ambassador of the U, 5.
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Embassy 15 to promole U.5. Business. 5o, of course, if
legitimate business comes to us, you know, that's what we do,
we promote U.S, business, But, yeah, so --

Q S0 did you deduce or infer or come te learn that
the husimess interests thoy had were theretora nol
lagitimate?

A Honestly, I dide®l know. I dicn't krow encugh
about it 3t zhe Lime. I theught it w~as exceedingly sbrange.
Anc Lhen later on in April -- at seme point in April, there
Was an open letter, a&s “L's called, from scmesddy 170 tae
eqergy ousiness, Dale Ferry, wne Kind of put cul a lot of
infarmation of meelings that irdividuals had hac, and he also
indicated that these twa ircividuals waznled a diTferent
ambassado- in place, thel they had energy interests that they
ware intesested in, according toe Lhos opon letter, that tney
hatt energy interests, selling LHG to Ukraire.

Again, wou know, that's Like apple pie, matherhood,
obviously we would support exporting LHG Lo Ukraine &t the
L.5. emhzssy.

0 I= that bhecause ir part --

H3i. ROBEINKS: Fer the benefit of The courl raporter,
cqat's |MG, which stands for, I believe, liguef-ed natural
£as.

BY MR. GOLDMAN:

0 Can explain why you sdggorted the export of LRG to
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Jkraine?

A Well 1t never actwally came up.  Bub 7 an American
business aalks threougn the dcoor, we usually help them.

0 Ang am I correct that the importaticom <f LNG into
Lkraine would alleviate Wkrainian dependence on ail from
other countries, including fuss:a?

A Yezh, T mean, multiple sodrces of supply are aLwWays
gn 1mpartant thing.

0 Who was the Ukratnian -- senior Jerainian of ficial
that you spoke to in February af Farnas and Fruman?

A Minister Avakov. A-V-A-K-0-V,

Q And just for the record, what is he the minister
o7

A He wzs fhen and ¢ is sEill now in Zhe new
administration, Minister of Interior.

0 Hacl he spoken with either Mr. Givliami, Hr. Farnas,
or Hr. Fruman directly, o your knowledge?

A Ha told me that Mr. Giulian® was trying to reach
cul Lo him, ard had actuzlly reached him when Mr. Avakov was
in Lhe United States in either late January or early
February, and they had szoken brielly on Chae phone, but that
he dida't actually wart to mesl wilh Mayor Giuliani because
ol his <oncerns about &Nzt They were doing.

0 Wnat were his concerns as expressec to you?

A He thought 7T wWwgs -- so he thaughb il was very
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cangeraus. That Ukraire, since its incependence, has nad
bipartican support from both Democrals ard Republizans all
these years, and that to start kind of getting into u.5.
aslitics, into U.5. domestic politics, wat a dangerous place
for Ukraine 10 be.

o Why did he think that he would be getting into U.3.
damestic politics by sszeakirg with Hro Gioliani?

A Well, hecause -- well, he told me That, bul Deczusc
of what you had mentioned Sefore, the issue of the Black
Lecger. Mr. Manafort's resignation from the Trumg campaign
a5 2 result. And leoking into that and how did all of that
comc ahoul: tire issue of whether, wou Know, 1t Was Fussid
collusion or wWwhether it was rezlly Uk-aine caollision, ano.
you know, looking forward to Che 2020 election campaign, and
whather this would somabhaw hurt Tormer Vice Fresident 3 den.
I think ne felt that that was just wvery dangerous torrain 1ar

arother country to e in.
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BY MR, GOLDMAN:

0 50 your understanding in February snd your me2ting
wWith Minister Avakow was that he was gwWidre at that time of
Mr. Givliani's interesis in those topics?

& Ay

v el you have an uiderstanding as to wiether other
Ukreiniar Gavermmenl of Ficials were alse awvarse of
Mr. Givliant*s interes: in those specitic topics?

A I -- 1 got the imgression that it was relatively
operly discussed at the very, vary most senior levels, but
nobody else was sharing this w1th me L that CDime

Q and 0, was 1t your understanding that the Minister
hvakov or oCher senior Ukrainiarn officials were aware of
Mr. Gicliant's cennection 1o Fresident Trumps

A Yes, everybody knew that.

Q What did they krow?

A That he was the President’ s persona. lawver.

o Waz L your understanding that they balieves that
Rudy Giuliani spoke on behall of, ar for the President?

A I think == I thin< they cidn't know, I think [hey
hoped that he did, and --

Q Hopad Lhal he did or didr' WY

f Haped -- well, the individuals who were meeting

With HMr, Giuliarni certainly hoped that Hr, Giuligni was
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sangaking on hehalf of the President.

0 vy did they hope that?

A Becavse I think that they were hoping that -- 50 °n
the case of Mr. Lutsenkn, I Lhink he was hoping that
qr . Giluliand wouls apen doers far hin in Washirgton., 2 th1Rk
thal he was also boping it the zarly period -- you neec Lo
ramembar Lhab this was durirg presidantial elections in
Heraine, And President Poroshenko, the pollirg numbers wWere
ant good [or him.

tnd sa I think Lhere was always a hope that Frasident
Truap would ensar<e Fresident Poroshenke,  And so £975 is
comething that “res dent “arnsnenzo wWanted, And 1T think
| utsenky -- Mr. Lutsenka was hoping that maybe. &s & result
of providing information that is of interest Lo Ar. Giuliani
that meyse there could be an endorsement.

a0 to on additien te Mr, Lutsenko, were the other
Ukra‘nian officials thal yeu spoks ta, such as Finister

bvakov, also aware of Lhis conaectiand

A bWadich connectian?

0 Sorry, hetwsen Moo Glutiani and Mr.o Trumg.
A Tes.

0 and did they urder -- T guess 1'm trying Lo

Jrderstane why il was of concern to the more anticorrupl or
demecratic Ukrazinian offic<als ansout Hr. Giulianl's

activilies there. and what Lhey perceives Hr, Giuliani to be
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represanting.

A Well, T think, first of all, they weren't encirely
sure, right? And they =-=- but I think that what they hoped 1is
that they could -- vou know, that they would get something
oul ol Lhe relationship as well,

Am T mot understansing the questiond

THE CHAIEKAM: Let me 3ask one claritication. You
vescribed the conversaticon you had with Minister --

M3, YOWANCVITCH: Avakowv.

THE CHAIRHAM: -- Avakoy, and the minister raising
cuncerns about how the actions of these two irdividuzsls or
Mr. Giuliari might oull Ukra ne inte U5, polit-cs.  And you
mentionad tne Marafari ledgar., You ment aned the issue of
dkraine collusion versus Russian collusion,

D1d the 1sskLe alse come Wp in that conversation cr
ather=s about the Giulizni and his associates’ “nierest in the
Bidens and Burisma?

H5. YOWANOVITCH: Yeah. I me2an, looking backwarcs fo
What haptensed in Lhe pasLl, Wikl 2 wied Lo [inding Lhings Lhal
could pe possibly damaging Lo a Presidential run,

THE CHAIRMAN: By Jog Biden?

M5. YOWANIVITCH: Uh-huh.

2Y ME. GULDMAM.
G That was a yves, Jjust Tor the recorg?

) Yasg,
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G Thank you.

You sertionad this Hinisler Avakov, who still 1< the
Interior Minister. Are you aware of whether he toox a Lrip
to t1e United Stales in or about April of tris year?

a I'm not aware of that, [t doesn't mean he didn't,
out I'm not aware.

(¥ As Lhe ambassador, how invalved were you 1in
organizing any governmenl-led trips for any Ukrainians to go
10 the Unlted S5tates?

A Sa it rezlly deperds., [ mean, Ukrainians are here
probably in mz=ny of your offices every day of ths weex. And
soncl ires, the eabassy 15 facilitating that, the erbassy °n
Kyiv is fzcilitating that, and scmetiwes people are making
indeperdent trips and 30 fortn,

You know, wien it's higher level, for Ministers in t715
pxanple, you krow, aften people have grivate visils Lo tne
United States, Like Mr. Lutsenko cdfd wher he met with Mr.
Biulians in January, HMr, Avakov Zame Lo Lne Lnitec States
anid was promoting & book once, for exampie. And we didn't --
ahviously, that s not U.5., Government business, so we
gidn' t, you know, facilitate all of that. EBut when he was
going offic ally and neeting With Courterparls, we woulo
gelinitely facilitzte wilh that

2 ATter your conversation Hith Mr, Avakaov in

February, did you report back to the State Dezartment whalt he
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sean PRil Reeker, the Acting Assistant Secrelary of State --

anc I'a pausing oecause Fayde he wasn'l alreacy encumbering
trat ‘oo -- ar it would have been Depuly Assistant Secrezary
Gearge <Lent.

Q Did you comeunicate -- how €d you communicate
usually with Washington from the embassy?

A On -- wWall, we camnunicate wilh Washington in many
different ways, but on this, it was eithar on a secure pnone
ar in what we call a SVTL, a secure videa teleconference.

Q Any cables on Lhe toaicd

A No.

0 Wiy not?

A It just fell too political

Q S0 your concerr at this point was [rat ihis was
palitteal, that tnis ralated to domestic politics, which --
and explain why that was a concern of yours!?

A well, vou know, as I stated ‘n my opening
statemenl, 1n the Foreign Service at embassies, we have Lo
leave politics in the United Stales. [ mean, we rearesent
all Americans. We represent our aplicy. And for us to
ctart, you know, meddling around in. you know, Presidenlial
elections, politics, et cetera, we losc our crecinility that
Way. We need to be, you krow, is credible o this side o7
Lhe a‘sle as to that side of the aisle. AnC s0. we didn’!

k70w whal was going on, but 1 was not comfortable with




sutting anything “n front channet.

0 You mentioned this infarmation fram Dele Perry.
Who is Dale FPerry?

A He had an energy company in the UKraine, whigh,
according to this open lettzr Lhat he pul out in April, he
Was kind of putting on pauss2 for a wWhile.

] He was putting his cempany on pause?

A T said that kind of loasely, but I Lhink EREE he
was going to be =- it's been a long time since I'wve read ilL.
¢ Was going to., you know, facus an hts business in the
Jnited 5States rather thanm in the Ukraine., Haybe Chat's 2
Detter way aof putting it

] And can you describe the sum and substance of this
apen letter and why 1t caught your eve in particular?

A Well, because it was the 7irst -- except for fhe
meeiling with Mr. Avakov, it was the first time that [ hesrd
the names af Mr. Parnas and Fruman, And Lhere was same
detail there about mectings and so Tarth.

Q Ard what gid you gcome to wundgrstand stout
Mr. Farmas and Mr. Fruman?

MR. WALOMEY: Excuse ma, Would 1L be possible for tha
wilness to spesk inio Lhe microphone?y

Mz, YOWANOVITCH: Yes, of course, I'm sorry.

I'm sarry, what was the guestion?

ET MR, GOLDMAN:
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¢ 1 asked what the cpen letter revealed zbout
Hr. %arnas 2nd Hr. Fruwan?

A That Lthey had pusiness interests in Lhe United
Slates, that they were leoking Ta, I Lhink expand is proDaZly
A better way of putting t, their business interests in
Ukrzine through this energy company, and thot they nz2eded =
bettar ambassador Le sart of facilltate their Business’
effarls here.

Q And at that peint, did you understand what the-r
concerrn wes about you?

A ¥ot -ezlly. T found it completely myster-ous.

0 And did vou lezrn whether H~. Giulianl snared the
carcerns of Mr. Farnas and Mr. Fruman in and &rcund April?

A I don't recall when, you KnewW, when -- well.
actually, I think Mr. Avakov actudlly wentioned -t to me in
February, that these were the twe inrdividuals that had nelped
Mr. _utsenko make cgntact with Mr. Gicliani,

a And d1d you become aware of whether Fr. Parnas and
Mr. Fruman fiet wich any ather senior Ukralnlan officials?

f I'm not aware of it.

Q Other Lhan 2NCOUraging your == or sgeacing aul
Against you, was Lhzre anything else in that Dale P2rry open
lelter that was zarticularly ralevant to your role 25 the
ambassadar “n Ukraine?

A I den't recall. I mean, T simply don't recall.
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0 Mow, 1eb's talk for a second azouf the three
cantacts yau had with Mr. Giuliani. Can yon gescribe those
for us?

& Uh-fun, The first time I met Mr. Givlizni =as in
the 3003-3004 timefrars, and T was Lhe depuly at the ambasqy
in Ukraine. And Mayoer Givlianmy placed & courtasy cell with
116 wife o our ambascadar at the tire, Ambassadar Herbst.
And. Lhe ambassader asked me to sil on on Lhal call,

0 Okay. Did you -- lat me ask 1t this way: While
wou were arzassacor of Ukraine, <id you ever mesel Wita

Mr, @iuliani?

A Yes, I net w-th him twice. The fTirst time was 1n
The !-'.}'.'Lr"il‘g: I think 10 wWas June of 2015, 2017, apg - - Ves,
1l owas 2017, It was ab a dinner Lthal one of the -- Nictor

nchuk, who's & businessmansoligaren in Wara ne, and he has
a YES Foundation where he “nvites prominent psople from all
aver the world, mot just Americans, to come and sddress
stucents and do various things. And thern 7e always has a
dinrer whnera he invites, vyou knoW, top Ukrdintan polilicians
and several smbsssadors.

30 1t was 2 dinner for about 25 peoople, and thon at the
end of that cianer, I diatroduced myselt to Mavor Giuliani as
Lhe amidassador.,

C And dic you talk about anything more substartively

than small talk?
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A No. I acan, T introduced myself. 1 tolc hiam, yeu
krow, if there was snything | coulg do to help hia, I'd De
happy t0 helz.

L] &nd then wnen wWs the next Limes

A And Lhen the next [ime was that fall in hovember of
1017, where he irvited me -- he was coming to Ukraine, and
through ofe of his assoclates, he Invited me to a breakfast
at the hotel that ne was staying 10,

Q Whn was his associate?

A John Huvane, H-y-v-a-n-¢e,

| And what was the purpose of the breakfast?

A I wasn': exactly sure. But, you 4now, ocbviously
Mayor Gfuliani is an “mgortant person in the United States,

and so T agreed to go. And ne -- yeah., 50 net quite claar
nty he wanted me tacre,

G What did you discuss at the preakfasl?

A He -- it was -- h2 had just been ‘n Kharkiv, which
i a ¢ily to the narth in Ukraine, ans he hed -- sowe of the
people who were present -- T don t recall all of the peaple
WNO Were present =- are from -- weéré from Khark'y, one of the
Rada deputies Trom Kharkiv, also a businessman end oligarch
named Fuchs from Kharkiv.

o he hat just bzen up Lthere, anc he had been ta_king o
tne maye-, Mayor Kernes. about helping them set Jp 2 systicm

sirflar to our 911 system; and toen the aother thing is
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helping them set up police forces, city police, municipal
palice farces similar to our owWn, hecause 17 UKkrzine 1t0's 811

run a8t the natiomal level.

a Aadd 50 you never -- you Sidn't speak tTo him
since --

A Na.

| == Novemhar 20177

A Ha .

Q Are you aware of whether Mr. Giluliani spoke to

anyane else in The emcassy in =yiv?
A I dor’t think s, 1 think they would have told me

if that had bzen the case.

0 How aboal Mr. Farnas or Mr, Fromapd
A Mo, When Lhe gpen Telter came out, I did ask our
ZCONOM™C ang Ccours -- excuse me, commercizl attaches whathar,

-

you know, I mean, did these individuals -each out z2nd were
thay interested irp seciing stuff up and how did We help Chem,
secause Clearly we hadn't helped them wve-w well. Arnd nobody
had heard those namas beloara,

0 Was 9L your view that whal youw undersLood
Mr. Qiulian”'s efforts to be in Lkraine, did they contradict,
o vour understarding, .5 policy “n Ukraing?

ME. RSEEIMZ: I'm soerry, are you asking Whelher she

Tormed that view Wwhile she was in alfice or whether, i

retrospect, she has that vicw today?
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BY HX. GDLDHAN:

g Let's start while you were in affice. Im the
Feoruasy meating with Hinister Avakov, where you understood
that Br. Givliani was promoling -- well, let me ask you., Was
he proroting investigations related to Paul Manatort and the
eollusion and Burisma and Joe Biden?

) IL wasn't entirely clear Lo me what was going on.
1 mean, 1'm saorry te be not specific, but it wasn't entirely
clear.

B But you umnderstood that he was spaaking to the

Prosecutor Gepneral Lutsenko about those Lopics?

L] dh-hwh, un-huh.

Q SOrry, you neeg Lo Say yes

A Yes. Cxcuse me.

Q And What was your assessment af whether those
‘nterests -- or how &1d those interests relate ta official

U,5. policy?

A Well, I mean, when 1 tnine about official L.5.
soliey. I think of people who are in government shaping that
pol<cy, crealiag the policy, or implemeniirg it whether they
are 17 the exgcutive branch or, you Know, 11 Longress.
Caviously. there's & parinership therc for thal. 3o orivate
irdividuals. for Lne most part, I mean. that's nol officizl

L.S. anything.

4 R ght. A7d so, as someone who was effecting
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afficial U.5. policy, what was your view of MHr. Siuliani's
efforts there?

A, Well, we were concerned, liks I said. You know, T
mean, we talked to Washinpgton, what do wvou thonk is goinz on
here? It was Worrisoms, in Che sensa that the Ukrzinians
also didn' € know now to understansg 7o, And aZviously, some
felt that they could -- like M-, Lutsenko, that tThsy could
ranage that relatianship and it would benefit them.

L Mow, wou cames o understand, right, that
Mr. Giulian: wgs pushing Mr. Lutserko te open investigations
inLe Lhese topics, is Lhal right, while you were therad

A You know, 1U's hard to remenber when exactly I sort
of put it together,

Q Well, Mr. Lutsanko =-=- while you were still there,
Hr, Lutsenks announced the “nitiat an ot investigatiocns an

these togics. Do you -ecall thatr

A I guess I haven"t at the roémant, but --
Q I'm sorry?
L. M.

THE CTHAIRMAN: Let ma, JUst Tor clarificzt-on, fallow up
aon my colleague's guestion, He asked you aoout Whether wiat
vou understood at the time to be the =fforts aof Mr. Giuliani
ard 115 assacigtes wWwere furtherirz, or antagonistic to L.5,
policy Tnierests.

If Mr. Giuliani and his 2ssoc ates Were pushing Ukrains




| te involve <tself in U.S5. domestic politics, let alene the

2 2020 election, would that have been inconsistent with U.5.

3 policy., inconsistemt with U.5. 1nierests?

4 M5, YOWANOVITCH: T mean, 1 think the short anseer 13

L probably yes. 1 mean, I don't think we had a polidy --

i bacause this is sort of unprecedented, It's not like we Phac
i) a policy that Uxraine sheuld net becoms fnvolves in our

K comestic polilics or, you «now, somehow become invalved in

1 2020 eleclions, but clearly. that 15 not in U.5. interasts
1o far Ukraine to start playing such a role.

1 THE CHAIRFAH: And it wouldr't be in Ukraine's interesls
12 e‘ther?

13 HS. YOVAMOVITCE:  No.

14 BY HR. GOLDMAN:

L5 G Would vou call tchat, te some exicnk.

16 antidemocraticy

I7 A Let me just say tnat I think that American

(B elections should be Tar Americans to tedide.

14 Q Co vou recall @ speech you gave an March 5th?

2l A I deo.

21 Q And . celieve in that speech, you said thal it

21 1§ == T dan"t remerber the exact quote. but 1T 1=

23 inagpropriate for zovcrrments (o engage 'n domestic palitics
4 in ather countries. 15 that rignt?

25 A Tes.
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Q Cr, actually, in their own -- I con't think you
specified as ta other countries, right?

A I don't actually recall say'ng thal pa-licular
thing. but I'1l1l tzke your word for 1t.

Q It was an inieresting guote so -- here 1t 15, I
believe vou said:; Governrent resources should never be used
to target pelitical opagnaents,

A Yes,

Q What did you mean by that at that time?

THE CHAIRMAM: Could you move the micrechone & liklle
tloser.

ME. YOYAROVITCE: Yes. Thank you for reminding me.
What 1 meant was -- I rean, this wis 3 speech where it wWas
curing Presidential elections., and What we @Were se27ng W35
that President Parosherka's aplls were going cown. There
were a lot of oeonle afraid that Poroshenko wes going to losc
and what would that mean for them and their fnterests. And
5o we were seeing the rollback of some refores that the
Foresnenke sdrinistratior hag done, and that we had, you
kW, thaught was very inportant that <& had helpezt them
with.

Ard so that was Lhe purpose of Lhat speech was tc say.
these are important accorplishments, anc you reen to keez on
working at that and don't roll 41 back

Ard sa that particular point was that in the former
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Coviet Union, in a number of rountriez, 1ncluding Ukraine at
one time, if you're in power you have a Lot of #~zt they call
adwiristrative resources, espec ally in a country where there
is, you know, a vertical podser, as they call 't, wWhere tre
Frasident can tell the meyor, or the governar. befause they
appeint these indivicuals, You need to, yvou know. bring out
this crawd, here's money to gay ot valers or whatever.,  Anc
£a that was a reference t©o thal, Chat that is nat an
acceplable praciice.

Q S0 you were trying to promele in Lkraine the idea
that ooliticians targeting Lheir pelitical rivals =as
inappropriste. right?

A Well, T mean, democracy is all about ihe
comzelition setween political rivals, bul ome needs tc do it
in gn aparopriate way and rot take government resources 1o de
54,

Q Would thal alsc apply to usSing governmenl rescurces
to impact elections in other cauntries?

A Yeah. I mean, I would think so, although, again,
that wes noi the purpose af this speech.

Q Understocd. Were you aware, after you expressed
your tancerns pback to the State Department “m D.C., ware you
aware whether anyane tried to curtall Hr. Giclieni's
activities n Ukraine?

& l -- curtail? I dor't krow, I don't know |
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meat1, I think there was concern.

C Ckay. and did anyone 2ct on that concern in any
MayT

A I'm not sure. I'nm not sure,

] You dor' L know of anyihing, but you can't b2 sure

whoether asyvane did or not?

s YEs,
G Gd you document these concerns anmydhera?
A Yes, At the reguest -- and as 1T s2id before, I

don't =- I didr't want to put anything in wriling, certainly
nobt Fronl chanrel; but at the reguest of Under 3ccretary
Hale, he asked me to serd him a classitied ema’l, serz ot
pUtTing aJt whet -- thiz would fave been 1ike about March,
T1ke, maypa 27th. Z8th, that Suncay that the Tweet came out,
And e as<od me 3 send him an 2mail on Lhe classitied systam
putting down my understanding of what wWwas going on, which was
wery unfarmed still, and then WAy wWere people doing this.

And so T did send that email Lo bim,

Q D9d this follow tne conversatisn that vau had with
Mr., Hale?

& =

Q Can you descrise Lhe pnature of that == the rature

and substance of that conversation with M-, Hale?
A Well, I had told == I had sent an engil to ths

5tate Department. because these was just an avalanche of



altacks an me, on the cmbassy., in the press, and sort of
Twilier starms ang averything else, &rd <o, 2 had colc Cavid
Hale, among others. viz email, that the State Department
needed to come out and come oul strong., because othsrwiae Ot
juet wasn't a sustainable positlan.

] Why rot?

A Well, if you have the Fresident's san saying, you
cnow, wWe need to pull taese clowns, orf however ne referred Lo
me, t makes it hard to b2 a cradivle ambassador in &
caLntry.

Q And so what cid you want WMr. Hale to dod

A What I wanted was the Secretary o Etats Lo jssUE
statement that said that, vou <now, T hawve his full
confidence or somothing like that, to jndicate that I, 1r

ct, zm Lhe ambassador “n Ukraine, and that I speak for Lne

|

Fresident, for the Sacretzry of LGtate, for our country,

Az

In cottrast to Mr. Giuliani?y

A L didn' L put it that wWay.

n Eut was that what you meant?

A Well, what I meant was that -- exadlly what [ Just
said.

Q 50 it wasn't necessarily in direct relation to

Me, Giuliani. It was as much in response to the sttacks an
vou Trom --

A e,
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G -- others, including the Fresident's son?

A i -3

G And what did Mr. Hale say in response to that
reguest?

A Ha =aid he woeeld Lalk Lo Lhe Secrelary,

L Did vou ever hear back about thatf

A M.

0 Was a atatement ever 1ssued?

A Na.

0 Did you ever speak to the Secretary directly --

A Mo

0 -- anout any of thisy

i Mo,

i bid you ever speak to Ulrick Brechbuhl directly

about this?
A Mo, 50 I spaoxe with the Acting Assistent Secretary
Fhil Reeker, and he wWas talxing I think to peogle on the

vaventh floor about this,

] o Mr. Heeder Was relav™ng ressages!?
A L= hgi .
] And did he relay back To wvou wiat the responses

were Trom the seventh floor?
i ¥es,
a And what were Thoze?

A I was tolc that there was <aution about any Kind of
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3 statemenl, necause it could be undermined.

Q I'm sorry, 1t could be what?

A 1t could be undermined.

Q The statement could 3¢ undermined?

A W= huh .

a By whom?

A, The Fresident.

& Tn what waw?

) Wall, & twWweet or something, 1 mean, that was rot

made specific Lo me.

THE CHAIR#AN: T just w#ant to maks sure ['m
gnderstarding. Tnae staterent you rc talking about. is that
the requested stzlement Oy the Secrefary of State?

ES. YOVAMOVITCH: Yeah.

THE CHAIRMAN: %o you were 'nformed, bzsically, Lhal the
statemenl was not going tu be 1ssued Sy ithe Secrstary of
Stale becauss it could be undermined by the President?

M&. YOVANOVITCA: Ye&s, Mo stalement was going to ze
1s5ucd, nol by the Secrelary, not by anybady else.

THE CHAIRMAN: Because il Lhe Secretary did issue a
stalenent. it might b2 undermined by the Presideat?

HE. YOVANCYITCH: Uh-hdJh.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that a yes?

45, YOVAARDVITCH: Yes, tral Is 3@ yes.

EY HR. GOLOMAN:
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[ Mow, wou say you sent this email to Mr, Hale on the
coessified system, but were any of the contents of the email
actually classified or was it just in order Lo maintain
confidentiality?

A I think 7T was just that T was 52 sensitive that,
ol kngw, T wouldn't have wanted to put it on th2 open
sYstor,

C Ckay. I'l1 probasly circle back to this & liLlle
bit in the mext -- in our rext round, but T Want to just jump
for the Llsist couple minutes to the April 2150 phore call that
President Trumz had on election night with Fresigent
frolansiky,

, Yas,

[ Cid wou know that that call wss goirg io hagpen?

o) Yeah, uh-huh,

G When did vou learn thal i1 was going o happen?

A We had bean recommending it, becausc i1 was clear
Lhal Feleqsky was going to win, and wir in a landslide. 5o
we fad besn recoprrending 1T, yolU KnowWw, prodably the preyvicus
week and, you =n0w, as we thougnt about elections, even pr-ar
Lo that, you know, wWhet 135 our engagement 0908 to Be With
Lhe new team and so fo-Lh?

And so most appropriate is far the President of Che
United “tates to make a call. and he did, o1 that 3unday

night I think it was, Ukraine night.
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{ Oid you help prepare the Presicent for the call in
any Wayr

A Ho.

Q ware yocu on the call?

A MNo.

Q Did yau listen in?

A Ma .

a Were you provided with & transcript or a summary of

itz

A Mo .
Q 3id you get a readout of what --
A All T =a2s told is that 4t #at a gocd ca.l and the

two Presidents hit L off.

[¥] kho --

And that it was a short call,

q Who teld you this?

A I == T dan'L regall, actually. It was samebody 1n
the Stale Department probably.

THE CHAIRMAM: Can I just as« on thal. would it be
customary for the ambassador La get 8 readout ol a
conversatien between Lhe Presicent of tne United States and
the Presicent of the country to which they're the ambassacor?

mS . YOVANOVITCH: It depends on the acminisiration.

THE CHATRHAMN: Dxkay. Would it pe useful, as ambassador.

e Know --
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M5, YOVAMOWITCH: It would be very useful.
BY M. GOLDHAN:

G And when you say. it depends on the adwinisiration,
Wwiat happened in the Chama adrnistraticon?

A we mould get a transcripl,

4 You would get a transcript/

A Uh-huh.

g And what heppencd during your tenore In the Trump
agministration?

A And when I say "transcript.” I mean, sometimes it
WES 3 Transcrist, sometimes 11 Was 3@ Summary.

And what was your questions

¥ And what happened in tre Trump againistrztion?

A well. there weren't that many calls, at least to
U<raine. And, ¥ou know, semetimes We would get sorT of an
oral readout or, you knaw, brief little points, but newver
a == ta my recollection, at least., never a Tull, you knaw,
LFranscript.

Q And what about in the Sush 2dministratian, when yau
were an ambassador in W. Bush?

A Right. Again, because 1 was in Kyrgyzstan and
Armenia, there weren't that many Presidential calls.

H Understoocd.

MR, GOLDMAX: I think owr Lise 18 up., 30 wa’'ll resure

after the minorily, but would you like 1o take a quick
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1 hathroom breacs

2 MR. ROBBINS: For sure.

i THE CHATRMAM: _et's lake 3 S-minule break and resume.

4 [Recess. ]

i THE CHAIRMAM: ALL right, folks. Let's core back te

i arder Caunsel far the minesity. you have one hour.

7 BY MR. CASTCR:

K Q Goog afterncon, Ambassador, $teve Castor witn the

0 Republican staff, Thanks for coming in. And I'd Like 1o

e sTate at the outset, !'m not a careeér Foreign Service person.
11 T'm a3 congressionzl staffer and have been for scme timeé.

12 specializing in investigations.

13 So, to Lhe extent I wispronounce some of these names or
4 mix up somcthing, please accept my apologies ir advance. I
15 mean no gisrespect. Our staff, and certairly our members

L& have the utmost ~espect tor you and For the men ant women of
17 the Foreign Service, and they do such an important job an the
) front lines of diplomacy. 5@ --

I A Thank you,

o1 0 Can you just help us understantd Lhe direction

11 yoU've been given. 7n terms 07 what constilutes executive

22 brarch confideatiality and privileges!

73 ME. ROBBINS: So anything she would krow. Hr. Lastar, on
24 that subject, she would know tarough advice oI counsel. 3o

25 would you just 35 soon gel that information "fom me, sirce 7t
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would oe privileged coming fro9 her?

MRE. CASTOR: Certzinly., =ir.

MR, ROBATINS: &5o I triad to spare that w th you at the
autset. The State Deparbmeat has advised us, in discussions
Tthat we've had with them, that there may bes communicalions as
o Which they would wish to assert not edecut ve privilege as
such, because that's a privilege that belangs ta the
Fresident, Gut, rather, a differenl calegory af privilege
which extends, in Lheir view, Lo executive communications
ge tween memsers of the execative branch other than direct
copmunications With the President himself.

Because I thought it agpropriate Co assert on Lheir
gehalf such privilepes whers Lhey were zppropriate, [ invited
them to give us 8 document, & leltes, ol wvou will. I believe
I shared Lhis Tacl with you over the phone.

I had reasaon until yesterday ta believe that we would,
n fact., receive such 3 letter, wiicn I had told ther T would
share with the comrmittee at the outset of these proceocdings
co that the scope af their abjeclions would Qe Clezr at the
cutset, and it would spare rme the obligation of having to
Enticipate wWhat these objections mignt ba,

In the ead, for reasons I cannot gprov-de. because [
dan't know, T never receives such & lebller. 50 1 guess 1
could do my best to tell you whal T think they think. but I

can't be sure I'm right.
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MR, CASTOR: Tnank you.
BY “A. CASTOR:

4] ambassader, do you believe you're autnorized To
testiTy here taday, an hehalf of Lhe 3tate Department?

FE. EOBEINS: Taat scunds like a -- calls for a legal
conclusion. I can tell you, &5 neér ceumsel, Lthat -- ano I
baliove, agazin, vou <now a2ll these things since I've shared
them 2Ll with yau as [ have with majarity counsel -- sne
Feceived a direction y the Lnder Secretary to decline Lo
apoear woeluntarily.

It ¢°d not address the question whether she should or
chou’lc not apgear in response bto a subpoen:. A subaoena
taercatter isswuad., She is here pursusnt Lo that subpoena. I
have shzrzd with bath sides of the aisle a letter explaining
why, 90 #y view, it was zppropriate. indeed required, for her
to gppear pursuant Lo that suzpoens.

The guestion wicther she s, quatedungquate, "adthorizes”
strikces me a3 a cusstion of law. As I 2¥poct you Know, she
is et z lawyer, arc anything she would wenture on Lhat
ques | ion would e the result af privileged comrunications,
Wwhich T am directing her not Lo reveal.

E¥ MR. CASTOR:

i Cam you help us understand the Washingteon chain afl

commnand, hos administratian solicy wWas commun-caled to you?!

Ay Yas, 1 mean, you know, it hapzens in difflerent



Ways, DUT, you know. we communicate by phone, through cable
traffic. through emails. And because Ukraine, you xnod. it
was @& very challsnging period during the time that I was
there. It was = very challenging period during the time that
I was there, &nd so We often mould have interagency meetings
via secure teleconfereacing. And so, you kKnow, Through all
those Ways, you Xnow, weo wWwork as a team tegether,

] Aand who did you report to back 1n Washinglon?

A Either Assistart Secretary Wess Mitchell, znd then
when he left, Acting Assistant Secretary Phil Reeker. Thew
are my, you know, formal Dosses, shall we say. The
day-to-day was generally with the Deputy Assistant Secretary
S¢ 'n the seznning, it was 2ridget 3rink, arc then il wWas
George Kent.

And just to clarify, not all cemmunicalion goes Lhrough
meé. We have a big interagency at the embassy. and so. you
know, there's lots of commurication cack and fartn,

Q And what cammunicatfaons did you have with the Wh-te
House or the Nattomal Security Council?

A There was less af that. The 5tate Cepartment, &5
you way know, likes to manage that thems2lves TR-oUEn
Washington, and -- but often, they were an emails. Sometimes
[ would reach out., Ropefully always coanying my colleagues at
the State Department, and that sort of taing.

4 You menticoned ==
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b ard Lhey wWould be chviously running Lhe interagency
neetings.

0Q You mentiaoned v, Fiona HI1T this morning --

A Yes.

| -- a% pne of the National Securily Zouncil
officials that was in your -- in this area of interest?

A Un-huh. Yos.

0 Any ather National Security Zouncil officials?  Was

sha your primary Liaison at WSDY

A Uk-huh.

0 and Fow Treqrently did yvou cormun cate with her?
A Mot Lhel often.

] 2y "not that often,” is Lhat weexly, monthly?

o Yeah. I mean., on the pnane, fairly ~ara2ly. You

ko, interasgency meetings, you know, we would have Them.
Sne wouldn't always chair them, but, you know, sometimes --
it would depend what would happen, but every 2 wWeeks.

I'm being helped here,

Yas, &And -- I'm sarry, I've lost my train of Lhought.

S0 oW oThen --

Q Communicate with Fiona Hil1l?
A Aut she would bBe on emails too.
Q Was <he providing direction to you, Dr were you

providing di-eclion to ner? How did that irfareation flaws

A Well, it's a partrership. 1 mean, obviously, The
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MiZ works for the Presicent directly. And so. you know, they
may share fnformation or tell us what ta g0, and we pravice
infarmzlion zboul whal & ga'ng an in the field. We provige
supgestions,  You kpaw. n the previous cxample about the
celephone call betwoen -- The first telephore call betweer
President Trump and President Zelensky, We thought That that
Was gn irporiant first steg ir engaging 2 new adminislrabion,
Tor exgmple.

0 Can you La11 us 2hout the palitical environment in
Lhe Ukrgine leading up Lo the clection of 2resident Zelensky?

A Wall, it was -- =g § vyears after the Revolution of
Dignity. Ang the Revolution aof Cignity really sparked 2 big
change in Ukraine., I think the Poroshenko adminisbralion did
a lot, but, clearly, the electorate telt that it didn't da
enough.

Ang so Jelensky in Two rowncs won over 70 percent of the
vote. [ mean, that's a preity big mancate, And I Chink it
zeered To be based om this issue of corruption. He said it
Wds Nis number ane goal, alihough he was also wery Tocused on
bringing peace to thke country in the Donbass,

Amg [ think that thare was, you kKrow, as s true, I
thinz, probably in any couniry during Presidentiil electicns,
g lot of -- a 1ot of concerns among penp’ 2. This Was I think
g Dig surprise for the polizical elite of Ukraine, which is

relatively small, And 30, I don't think they siW 1L coming
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regally until the very end, And, so. there was surprise anc.
you know. all tae stages of groief, arger, disbelef, hew is
this happening?

Q When did you and Lthe embassy firsi realize that
Zelensky may e electecy

A Wall, we were Watching the polis. I mean. you
wpaw, Lkat's one of the things we da. And he was rising in
the spring and kind of over Lhe summer, Sul, you <now, not
mucl nappens over Lae summer, 50 1 asked to mect &with Rim
for Lhe first time in September of 2018,

Q And at what point did yvou realize thai ne was
Tikely to win?

) You know., 1L hard to 1ook back anc aclually Xnow
without sors ¢f reference to notes and stuff. I think -- 1
Magn, #o ware taking him serfovsly, very scriously oy
December. And, you Know, January, February, I thirk we felt
he was probably gaing Lo be the next President.

0 Ard how did yvou feel about that? What wWare your
vigws of Zslensky? Dic you thirk he was going to be a good
advocate for the anticorrupsion initlatives, as he was
campaigning onf

A We didn"t <now. 1 mean. ¢ #3% 27 untried
po.*tician. Obviously., Fe has a background as & cosedian, as
an actor, as a businessperson, but we dicn [ know wiat he

woutd be Like as a Fresident,
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(K] And what were vour views o7 “resident Foroshenca?

A I think Fresident Foroshenke, you 2row, L1ke many
leacers, is & very complicated man, And S0 he has worked
in -- ne 3as bsen active in UEraintan pelitics singe, 1 want
Lo say, Lae late 19905, carbainly the early 10005, when I was
there oefare. He 15 2 ZUSTRessman ant wery accomplished in
many differant ways.

Ard he came into office -- I Celieve Re might be The
only Fresident who wa=s voted into office in the “irst round,
not poing to a second ~ound. People redlly wanted to give
him that mandate, because the country was i1 a surprising war
in 014, and toey thoughl that oven Chough ne was an oligarch
himsclf, that ne could aring the country forward.

Ard T Think what we'we seen ia his administraticn i3
that ha made a lot oFf important changes. There were more
reforms in Ukraine during President Poroshenkec's term than,
Trankly, in 217 the preceding -- under all the precading
Presidents.

Eut I think that, vou know, as Line passed, a5 the,
sha’l we say Lhe old system wasn't as scared anymore as thew
Wers in 2014, as thewy fealt thera was more space Lo kind af
pursue their own interests, it hacame barder Lo surswue those
~gforps and there was less interesct, Becadse when you
~eform, especially on the very sensitive issue of carruption

issues, every time you make a deciziorn, you're probably going
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against your awn -“nterests or a frienc's 'nterests ar
somethiag Like Lhat when you make 2 new law or whatsver it
migkt b= And so it's ha-d.

And so there was kKind of & slowing down. And 1 thin<
whal we vg seen in 2014, 1in 2018, 1s that what the Uk=ainlan
peop’ e want is transfarmation, They don'l want just a CoLple
ot eraqpes here and there and king of sugarcoating it on the
tep,

G 50 the Ukrainian people trought that he wasn'?
charging fast enough?

A That is our analysis.

0 And —ha: flirst becare rral Crysta. clear in
December 2018, or --

L) Well, na. I mean, he Wwa§ -- 17 about 2015, ne was
starting 1o go down in the polls, before 1 arrived. And 1
Laink it's because cthere was a let of political in-fighlLing
hetween him and his prime pinister, People apparently dida't
like that, But I thirnk there was .80 & 5ense in the country
that he was attending te his own persaral interests as well,
and people didn' t apprecizte that.

2 And Can you explain a little bit about how, as the
ambasszccr, you have to toggle betseéen the current Frasident.
thé 1ncumbent President, and wha: could be a rew President?

A Right, ~ight. So. you krow, our role Is obviously

tn rearesent the United States, but 1t's also to. you knod.




meotT witn as many difrerent kinds of people as possihle, as
many political farces as possible, motT just me, BUt, wou
know, there's @ whole embassy that is involve: In This, and,
you know, to get information, obvicusly, s¢ Lhat we can Tet
Washington Know winaZ We think is happening in a country. what
aur anelysis is af this, what it means Tor our intsrests, and
provide advice, pelicy gptions Tor how to move forward,

I mean, aoften Presidents don't Like it whken vou are
meating with their political rivels, but, T mzan, We're
pretty transparent, &no w2 let oeople koow Lhal, you Know,
this 15 wnat the U, 5, does, We megt with everybody who s a
Tegitimate political force out there. And. you kKnow, oTten
the other -- wo wouldn't. vou know, publicize it, Dul oflen,
the people that we are meeting with do. 5S¢ it wasn't like
Chere wers any s2crets or anyvihing like Lhal.

Ard, you know, vou do business wilh Lhe current
President., You do -- you -- wWe talked to 115 campsign
manager aftan aboul, you know, where they were, what their
sirategies were, what they thought wWas gping to hagpen, et
cetera, et cetera. e met With, vou know, not just Zelensky
but with the othars Whe were ruaning Tor President. And we
conveved that sace Lo Washington,

0 snd wWhat do vou thaink President Zelensky felt aboul
vouy

~ Well, until I read the -- you know, the surmary of
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the conversation of tne July 25th cell, I thouwght he liked

re.

Q Sp the transcript of the July 25tk call tooX ¥ou by
wurprised

A Yes.

| And do vou have any reasor to <now why Frasident

Zelensky felt thal way?

A Well, T can't say I Knaw, [ Can't say I know.

Q What do you think?

A Well, what I think is that ke thoughi Lhat tThat
would be soemething pieasing for President Trump.

¥ Do you think that some of the inlerested parties
*hat you discussed in the first rournd this nerning had gotlen
ta Zeleasky. ¢r do vou think Zelensky nad just --

MR. ROB2IMS: Do you really want her to engage in that
degree of speculation? 1 mean, sne'll answer Lhe gquestion,
but she's already made glear that &ne was totally surprised
oy the contents af that conversabien. 50 arything she codld
lel1l you -- and she will respond, but il's all guesswork. If
that's what you'c like, that's what she'll give wou.

BY ME. CASTOR:

q Kave you learned anyth'ng since that informaticn
care out to help you better uwrderstand exactly what happenec
leacing vp to that call?

A The July 25th call?
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0 Yas .

A Mo,

aQ The various anticorruption initiatives in Ukraine.
could yau walk us through sort of the landscape of the
varjous entities? Thera's, you know, the HNational
Anticorruption Bureaun, and Then the prosccutor general fas a
special prosecutor. Could vou sortc of walk us through the
anticorrdglion inaf tutions?

A Uh-huh. So after the 2014 elections, the Ukrainian
people had mace clear in that election thgt they wers done
With corruption, and they wanted to live a 11%e with dignity,
czlled the Revelution of Dignity. And wnat that term means
Tor Ukrainians 15 that it's rule of law, that what applies to
ol apalics to me, It deesn’t matter whether, you Know, We
hold different jobs or d-fferont status in society, Tt
should ke about the rule of law. And We wanted to support
that effort, and there was king af zn 2l-oul errtort,

And im the wery, very begirning, one of the things
ard Lhe Ukrainians, ard we sugpoertaed them in other ways on
anticorruption issues, bul T will just address the question.
20 tney thought that it would be @ good jo2a to sel up Lhis
architecture, as vou call i1. of & speciel 1nvestigalive
pifice that would be all about the ¢rimes of corruption agove
a certain level of public afficials. And sa it would be

deyvaoted ta that., 5o they would set up bt organizalian,
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kind o Like an FBI, bul far a particular mission.

Secondly. there would be a special independant
anticar-uption srasecutcr, which, as you said, reported to
Mr. Lutsenso. And then there would be a specizl
sqticorruption court. 5o that you would have, you know. this
continuum of new organ-zations with vetted ind-widlals Who
are trainsd who are handl-ng these crires, pzople who would
zes ~esscracle salaries so that they wouldn L actually te
forced to 2o oubt and Lake cribes.

and so when 1 arrived i the summer of 2015, Avgusl
3016, the NAEL, the invesligatory branch had already boeen
actablished, 25 had the anticorruptton sraseculor, they were
all -- they were zolh established,  The court wes nat
estzblisned until much later, and it anly started Working in
Sepleaber of this year, Septemocer 2018,

g, you know, tirst of all, I mear, there s 5o many
nrces Working against Lthese courts, but it was - Against
these ‘nstitutijons, nut it was alse kiad of &n 13sue that
Whzn they had court cases ready to go, they would go intc the
same o.g courl system s pefore, which M&d not bBeen reforsed
at that time.

0 and who was the special prosecutord

A Mr. Eheoloonitsky.

0 Was he the enly special presecutar or dic somebody

precads him?
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5 He'=s the only cne.

a And he's still there today?
A Tes I believe sp, Tax,
i what is your dmpres=icn of his warky Better thar

Lulsanke, Worsesd

A Well, 97 T may, I don't think that comparisans are
Felpful here. I thinx that °n the beginning, perhaps
Kholodnitsky was cemmitted, you know, to his missien. but |

thin< over time, there's g lot of pressure, &5 T said, Trom
.l ot the forces that will, you know, nelp vou with Tunding.
shall we say, or, alternatively, have wnat they £all
komproral, or compromising infarmation on you. Thew play
Pardball there,

And so I think it became narder and harder to resist,
and it appeared tThat he was not making pragress in Lhe way
thet we hac originglly haoped. And then he wes -- there was a
tape that wWes revezled where he Was neard CO2CTINE
ndividuals aon how Lo tectiTy and varicos other things. And
50 that's clearly not an scceptable zractice far a
prosacutor.

Q Who was he try‘ng te <sacad

A T don't recall at the woment.

0 Was he trying to cosch people that wWere under
gctual investigation?

A Yes., I'm sorry, 1 didn't realize, 1 thought you
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wefittd the name. Yeah.

2 qQ Ad te regerzed to Lutsenko?

3 A vgah. It was kind of cowplicatec. I think it

- was -- he did. Although 1t was sort af more of a dotted

b ling, but yes, he dic repart to Mr. Lutsenko.

£ Q Arnd what was your relationship with EhoLconitsey?
7 Dig you bave mestings with him?  0id yoo have an exchange of
4 Tdeas?

9 A I mean, yes, but nol very often. We had a -- you
10 krow, many other people in Lhe enbassy handled that

1 relazienshin.

3 1] How. during your Ltenure, did you ever have to call
I3 for ihe resiznation or Tiring of any U<rainian offrcial.s

< A In the speecn that you referred te on March 5th,
L5 when We wers very concerned about some of the rollbacks, as I
16 said, as they were looking at the Presidential electians

17 cuming up. And onec of the things T <atd 18 that it was

18 nappropriate, or Words to Lhal effect, for somelody whe had
14 engaged fn those kirds of activities to still o2e in his job.
20 8] Was Lhat taken as that you were calling for

21 Knolodnitsky's guster?

22 A Ua-huh.

ik Q Ard was Lhzl position somctning taat you carefully
2 thought out belfore the speech, or was 1t jJust a preduct of

25 where the cgnvarsation took you? Oid you go 1nio the speech
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knowing that you were gaing to be --

A Yas,

g You did, okay.

And was that the positian of tnhne embassy?

f ¥as,

ad Aatd, 2o, you p_.gnned that out, ard oefore you did
Lhal, did you make any == yvour positian <nownd  Did you try

anythirg aon the nonpub’ic side?

L LT

0 and could vau descrizge those etfforts?

iy e worked with Mr. Lutsenko an Lhalb, Secalse ha was
ane of the individuals -- there were various stages, and he

was ong al Che peapla Wilo Wwas respansible at che end.

0 This da=-nzt-praseciutes 1ist -- and vou'"ll have fo
gxcuse me 17 -- you know, you'vwg stated that it's been --
_dtaenko' s recanted various statements abort che
dg=mot-prosccute Lisc, out 77 I may, <an [ Walk Chrougn with

yvou your understanding of where this comes froms

A Uh-Fuk,

Q Ckay. How many -- how freguently cid yaou meet with
-Jdtsenkad

& Maybe about 10 or 12 times over 3 years, maybe
mixre.

0 Was L a regular -- did you have like a regular

standing meeting --
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A NO L
4. -- g 18 you just mect with nir when be asked you?
A As with, wou krow, Mr. <holodnitsky, we fOgve a

pratcy hig embassy in Ukraine, and so there are 3 numbgr of
offices that handle law enforcemenl or prosecutorial, et
cotera, iasues.

And so those peanle mostly handle those relationships.
Arc. you know, 11 there waes 2 need far me to meel W Lh him
tken I would meet! with him, or i7T he reguestad a nzeting, lor
example,

0 wWhen oid the do-not-invesligate 1ist first come
inbo Y¥aur awareness?

A From --

ME. ROABINS: T'm sorry, forgive me, but that question
sor ol presupposes that “t's &n zctual Lhing.

ME. CASTCE: W2ll, 9t's 2n 8llegztion that Lutsenko has
madeo.

MR, ROBBINS:; Would wvou mind just reparas'ng 1t?  ‘When
tig Lhe zllegation of such a list come Lo your aztfention as
pppoactd to presupposing tiat 1t's an actual thing in the
Wworld, which it is not,

BY MR, CASTOR:

il When did this allegzstion Tirst come to your

artertion, and wnen da you think Lutsenko 1= alleging Lthes

communication happened hatween yoL and him?
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A Well, according Lo Lhe article, or the interview *n
The Hill, from. I thinx, 11 was March 24th, that's when
first became aware ol lhese allegations. And he cla'ms that
it was -- ir that nmterview, ke claimed that it was in the
Tirsh mesling Wilh me.

] Anel when was the first mesting with ndr, 1% yau can
remember ganerallysd

A October 2016.

Q co glearly, this took youo by surprise.  Is that

A Thal 15 very Tair.

Q Anc did you communicate vour SUrpgrise or your anger
to Lutsenke's office or nim directly after il came Lo your
alltention?

A I don't think so. I didn'L Lhink there weuld have
baen any point in that.

8 Or by that time, had your relationsbic soured Lo
the point whare it wasn't worth 1t to you?

A Well, I wasn't aware urtil I read that article of
haow saur the relationship was.

¥ After the article, dig you have any meetings With
Lutsenzo?

A M,

G When is the last time you met wilh nim?

A You know, mavbe in the rall of 2018,
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Q Did you develop any intelligance belween the fall
of 7018 2nd March 24th that the relationship witr Lutsenko
has gone soulbn?

A Well, as I described previously. Mr. Avakcv let me
krgw Crat Mr, Lutsenko was communicating with Mr. Giuliand.

0 Wher was the mesting with Avakow, again?

A In February of 1019.

0 When vou read shout this aliegaticn, why didn't you
try t0 reach out to Lutsenxo and holler at him ard say. VWhy
are yau saying this¥ This “s completely unlrue.

K I didn*t really think Lhere ~as any point.

| Did any of your embassy staff cosmunicate at a

lawer _evel?

A I'm sure they did, sut 1 con't know.

qQ But not at your behest?

A No .

Q When you were 10 yvour opening statement this

morning, which, by Lhe way, I'm net sure if you brougnt
copies of that. but it might be helpful for the members.
MR. RC2ZBINS: We're REppy to arovide whatever you need.
FR. CASTOR: You're making some copics, okay. We hearc
during the break thst The Washington 205t nas it anc Llhere s
all so~ts of discuscion about #t, and Sa here in the secure
envirorsent, we --

M5. LI WAL SUEM: Tt was proviced eleclranically beTore,
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we providad an electronic copy to the House stafl !,

M3, CASTOR: Okay. me? Okay. 'We didn't ger 3 copy of

KS. RUBEMSTELM: We provided it to the security Tolks,
igz lhal who? IL wasn't proviced to ecither Democratic or
Republican sta’l, as we understard it.

2Y ME. CASTOR:

Q Anyway, 1t's apparently been provided to The
Waskington Popst, so some of aur wembers during the break
asked me to ascertain 1f wou know how Lhel may have happened.

ME. ROCBEINS: Anything she would know about that, she
would know Chrough counsel, so she's rot going to answer
thart.

MR. CASTCR: ©[@id you provide -t to The Weshinglen Post?

ME. ROBBIMNS: I'm nob going Lo answer thet eithaer,

MR. ZASTCR: Wny?

MRE. ROEEIMNS: Zecause 2'm not £27ng to arswer that.

MR, HEADCWS: Steve, canr I ask one tollow-upy

MR. CASTCR: Certainly. sir.

ME., HEADOWS: So, Counselor., if, indeed, you gave il Lo
The Washingtan Post, did you beligve that that was =omrcthing
that would Ge supportled by this comnmittesa?

MR. ROEBBINS: TI'm sarry, I'm not going to engage in any
answers regarding work product or atitorney-clienl privilege,

and I'm not the witness, 50 1% you have arotrar pending
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guestion lfor the ambassador, you should ask 1t



[12:57 p.m.]

ME. MEADOWS: Arsassador, are you aware of anyane
connected to you that might have given that toe The Washingior
Past?

MR. RIBBINS: Anything she would know regacding Lhat,
se would know through counsel, if a2t all, znd she's rot
E2ing to answer that quesLion,

MR, ZELDIN: Are you ssying thab 11's subject to an
attarney-cliznl privilege, your communications With Tre
Washinglan Post?

MR, ROBBIN:: I'm serry. A0y commuricatian that she may
have had between -- na, ro. Well, they have a copy. We made
the copies available to the securiky -- Lo Lhe sacurity fTolks
for the cemmittee from either side of the aisle.

AnyLning Lhatl Lne witness Knows -- and 1'm 1ot saving
s knows enything -- but apything she knows, she would know
trraugh ceunsel, and she's instructed not to answer that
(uestian.

MR, JELDIN: Are vyou asserting an attorney-client
privilege for communications that vou have had <ith The
Wesh ngtan Post!

HR. ROBBINS: MNo. Let me try 1t agzain. I'm asserting
an attarnsy-client privilege with respect Lo communications
bztween me and the wWitnass,

The gquastion 15 pending t2» the Wwitness, The guestieon
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Wis. does thoe witness knew how, i7 al atll. The Wesnonglan
Post gat a cooy o this docunent.,  That calls for privilegod
csommunications. pericc. That's the subject of wy objectisn.

ME. JCRDAM: T think that, Mr. Chairmar, you can
instruct Rim to answar Lhat guestion, T nelieve. And [ woulc
also ask, cid --

“HE CHAIRMAN: Counsel will please direct their
gquesiions 1o the wilness and Leave the counsel for the
Wwitiese to advise the Witness of what the Witness can answes
or no- arswer hased an attormey-client privilege.

MR. JORDAM: Did -- if I could. Ambassador, did gricr --
if, ir fact, wou did -- did you talk ta the Stale Depzriment
apalT the Dossibility of releasing wour opening slatement to
the aress?

MS. YOVANOVITCH: I haven't talked to the State
Depar trent.

MR, ROBEINS: You csn answer that.

M5, YOWANOWITCH: I haven'b talxed to tne Itate
Cepartment.

MR. IORDAN: Did your counselor talk te the State
Deamrcment aboul releasing your cpanirg statement Lo Ene
press?

4R, ROBZIMS: Same exact cbjectien,  She wauld know
thal, 1f at all, orly by wirtue ot privileged cammunicatiors

batweern the lawyers and her, and <ha’s not ZOINE to #NSWEr
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that.

Kext guestiar.

FFR. CASTORE: There's a -- wou know, part of our
depocsiticon rules, there's a prohibition aga‘nst disclosing
Lhe canlenls of Lhe Leslimony. and so in case tnat's helpful
for you Lo wundzrstand why there's sose concern.

FE. ROBEIN:. Yeah. I'm tetally mindful of that.

MR. ZELDIN: Ambassacor Yovenovitch --

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me clarify for the derbars., There's
no croaib tion on what this witness cer say to us aor to Lne
public. The Membars zre prohibiled Trom discussing the
contents of the deposilion,

KR, ZELDIM: Ambaszagdor Yovenmovitch, 42 vou beliewe thot
it 1s appropriate for your opening statement to e provided
to Tae Mashington Posty

KA. RMBEINS: If you have ar aopinion on that, you cCan
arswer 1t.

S, YOWANONITCH: T think that there's a 1ot af interest
in tnis depasitian,

B+, ZELDIN: I= 1t your opirnioen that only your opening
staterent should be provided 1o The Washington Post?

HR. ROBBINS: IF you have a view on Lhal, you can answar
it.

HR. BITAR: Sorry. For the record. the opening

statement is being circulated in hard copy. It was pravided
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prior 10 the interview to the nonpartisan security staff of
the house Irtelligence Committeg. They had nret made
gufficient copiec at tne *iwe, Zut at Lhe reguest, wore
copies were made ang they are Ciriulaling now, so all Members
should nave 3 copy. Thank you,

MR. PELDIM: Ambassador Yovanowitch, waulz you like o
ansWer thet guestion? Do you believe thal anly your opening
stalenant should be asravides 1o the pressy

[Cfstussion off the record,]

MR. ROR3INS: I1f you nave an oginior, you can answer Pis
guestion.

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Okay., T actually don' t really nave &n
g3inion on Lhat. I haven't thought abeut this 10 terms of
what 15 mosl appropriate or not appropriate to share with Lhe
greater public, but I de know that there is & lof of Tnterest
in this.

BY MR, CASTOR:

(] Haw <id the -- how does tRe emassy and the State
Department collect infermation from sacial mediafd

A, I'm sorry. Could you repeat?

0 Could you help us uncerstand how Lhe embassy and
the State Depa-tment Dack in Washington collects irfermaticn
aon social media?

A I can't really answer the question, because I don't

know 811 the §inaner details of how the press section warks to
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gather information. But Ethey provide us with a oress
summary, or they used toc praovide me, 1 mean. Theoy provide
Ehe erbassy with a press sunmary and 1t goes out to other
people at the State Department as well.

o] ard 15 part of that monitering social media
accourts Tram --

A, Yeah, I mean, in today's sge, yeah, social media
is really importent.

0 Arnd who determines wnich social mediz accounts are
man1 toredy

A I don't really know. I mean, I think it's probaily
a corporabe decisien in the press section of what sre the
155U2s that we're mostT interested in abt Lthe Lira,  And 1'm
sure that owar time 1t often changes. because, vou know,
gifferent media influsncers, or wWhalever wou call them, you
know, are into differant topics Lhat might be af interest to
TR

Q fanc when Lhe affarte to hring vou back tooo shape,
¢i1d the eqbassy begin 1o step up their efforis "m o trying Lo
figure out where these initiatives wera coming fram by
locking at social media accsuntsy

A well, T think what the empassy Wiz -- yOU <NUOW,
after the March 24th Hi11 article, I thing Lher -- and then
there was just an explos on in parts of the media and on

social media. And S0 -- 50 We, voOU KRgW, wWere “nterested in,



you know, kird of keeping trace of Lhe story so that we would

<now what Wasz going on.

[ Ard - -

i Eeczuse, 1 mean, there's an interest chviously,
1 fad an interest since 1 was being directly attacked --

a Yezh.

A -- but there's also -- 1 wean, it's not 1 ke the
Uerainians where we wWerd Working were nat followWing ths as
well, And so0, you know, ane had to be aware,

W] Are wou temiliar with something czlled CrowdTangled

S Mo,

a [t's g soflware for mining open source materizls.

A Uh-huh .

0 o you're not familiar with thaty

A Mew
o AL oary aaint did vou -- gid you know wWho, yod kKnow,
which samericans were peing monitored?

ME. RCBEINS: L'm sarry, 2y "monitérsed.’ You mcan --

MR, CASTOR: On the social media. We were tal«<ing about
social media, mining socigl media, trying to oelbter
urdersiand --

K2, Z0BBINS: Z'm sorry. Minirgy That <5 to szay, like,
date mining?

MR. CASTOR: Yes.

ME, ROEBINS: GCkay. Are you gresuming that thore wWas
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gata mining going on?

MR. CASTOR: Presuming that social mecia -- 1t's my
understanding ¢f her testimony that socizl mediz accounts
were studied and examincd angd --

MR. RCEBBINS: IL'm serry, Do you want to restale your
restimony as to how social media §s followed 1n thes embassy
ab the time you were ambassador, because [ Lhink there may be
B misurderstanding about the rature of Lhal work?

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Yeah. And, henestly. I don't really
know T mean, I recelved the finlshed procuct, which i1s a
sumnary of what folks in the press section thought was the
most impertant, you know, whether it's rarc print. a CHN or a
FOX intervien, you Know, tweéets or Facebook POSi NEs Or
whatever. I'm mot -- I'r just not ‘nvolved in the details ef
fow -- how Things happen. you KfowW, RoW --

BY MR. CAETOR:

q And do you know if the embassy staf? that dealt
with this liaised with Washington for extra assistance or did
they handle it all themselves?

A At a certain poirt, to take advantage ol the 7-hour

twe gifference. secause this was, you know, kind of a

pretty -- pretty aig task for our press section, they did
request assistance from == Trom WasNington, veés.
Q And who ir Mashinglon is respansidle for thaty?

A Puslic Affairs in Lhe European Burecau was wha 1
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thirk that they rcached out to

Q And ci€ you have any discussions with any ofTicials
in D.C. abou: tha:z?

& Yrean. 1 felti Lnat our sta“f ir Ky‘v was really
neing kinc of rum raggec, and could we get sone more
As55T5Tance,

i Ardd who did you sgpea« wilh?

) 1 know T spoke With George kent, .'m not sure i1 1
spoke with anybody else. And he was, just to reminc, he was
Lhe deputy 2ssistant sacretery. 50 -- yeah,

2 And did you have a request or did your wedia
affairs offticials put the reguesti Lhrough? 03d you just ask
for resources or did you ask for 2 specific request?

A Well, we thought that what would be most nslpful,
since it was a 7-hour Lime difference, that. you know, when
We, you krow, Zo vore, that maybe Washingter could take owver,
1ike, 1noking and seaing what, you knod., what's playing out
in reeal time, and they could do 8 L ttle summary and, you
know, send it sack to us so that we could have that kind of
really good coveraze,

1] grd did that occuryd

A Ka.

Angd did you ask Tor reasors why that didn t occur?

£3

A Well, 1 mean, what we were Lold 1s that felks “n

Wasaington were Loo busy to do tnis. et cclera, et cetera. |




mean, “t's glways kind of a, you know, perzannel or rescource
i52ue and =0 fortih.
Q Okav. How mary times did yau discuss [his with

George Kent?

[ I gon*t know. Maybe ence or twice.

0 Once or tWice.

A I mean, I don't recell.

0 Is it possible your staftf was naving addit-onal

communications With George Sent's folks?

A Oh, I'm sure, yeah.

Q Ang did they gst any Teedoack as to why they
couldn't suppart the request?

A Yeah., I mean, 77 Wos 3 resaurging jzsue, iz omy

understanding.

] It was a respurce issus?

A Yesh.

] Were there certain pelitical --

A Are w0, T mean, <o they would == wol know,

abviously it's dealt with at the workng ‘evel first.  And
then when there was no, snall we sa8y, the kinc of resgonse we
Wwould Rave Liked., then I talked to George zt some pdint znd
caving, Really, wou know., you rezlly can't halp ws?  And the
ANSWET WAS N0,

Q Ir your cpening statement. I guess it's page 2 --

A I might have ditferant pagination.
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2 Oh, okay.

A Okay. I have gifferent pagination, I believe. Trom
you, S0 you night have to --

Q It's psge 5 of Lne statement, the bullet point. Tt
segins with, "a&s for evenls during my tenure 17 Ukratine.”

A Uh-tuh,

0 “I want to categarically stale that I have never

myself ar through others directly or 1ndirectly ever
directed, suggest=¢, or in any way asked for any government
or government official in Ukraine or elsewhera to refrain
4#am fnvestigating ar proseculing actual cerruation.”

Yas there cver an initiarive 1o urge the, you know, any
of Lhese prosecuters froe not Jrosecul ing gooc governmerl,
you know. people tnat were inteérested in good govermment and
articorruplion initiatives?

[ Could you restate that guestiond

Q Was there ever any communicatian to the prosecutors
n'fices whether they should ret prosecute people in favor of
supgorting anticorruption infllatives, good government
actors? Merc the good govermnment acltars ever at risk for
arasecution’

A Yeak. I mean, it happens all the time. IL°< one
ﬂ-" 1hne wavs Lthat 2 corrupt govermnment can pressure ,".-ET.II.'-I_-'P-

Q And did you or the emhassy ever urge the prosecutor

nol Lo grosecute those indivicuals that were “n favor of good
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povernment and anticorruption initiatives?
A Well, what we would say is that any kind of
proseculicn of whoaver, whneither they are. you know, good

actors or bad actors, resds (o be dane according to the law

and there neads -- and 1t need:s to be not palicically
mativated.
] And sa the guestion 73, did you ever Lhink theat

someone wWas being prosecuted wrongly because they were a good
government actor, they were irving to support anticorruztion
nitiatives?

A I think thare wac probahly a 1ot of politically
motivated arosecution going on inm Ukraine.

0 Ang did vou ever urge the prosecutor st So
prosecute thoze individuals or entities?

A I think that -- I tnink there's Kind o a line
Lherae, And so, you KNow, conversations about ywou neec To COE
sure that., you know, there 15 i rea. case that 7s not
palizically motivated, thzt this isn't just harassment and
pressure, so Those conversations, you know. Zertainly took
place,

Q And were nemes used?

A Yezh. probzbly.

0 Ang entities?y

A I'm not -- na,

4! can you remerber bthe names?
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A 1 think that the -- the head aof NABU wzs -- there
wer e a nunzer of cases that looked liKe farasswerl cases To
Us taat were apened up agairslt hie.

a And cam you thin< of anybady elsef wWno's the Fead
af NABU?

A You xnaw. ['w serry, I'4 Blanking on his name right
(=10

Q Can you think ot anynody else, other than the head
of NABU, Lhak was -- tnat you urged net 1o prosecute?

A I wouldn"t say it 1ike that.

¥ Okay. How would you say 1t?

& I wou'd say that when w8 ha canversalions, we
wauld say Lkal any prosecutions reec o be donec, you know,
legally. by the law, not politically motivateo.

1] But then you indicated that actual names dic come
up frae time to time?

A Wall, the only gne T can recall is5 NARJ, and T'm

not even recalling that, bul T will i a secens.

0 Is Sintac the right name?
A Sytnvk.

) svinyk. Okay.

A Thank youw.

Can you remesber any other names?

ko.

2 ¥ 0

Bul Lhere wWare names?




1] Mo. I don't think so.

a S0 taere weren't names?

A I think we jusl discussad one persan, Mr. 3ytnyk.
4] Okay. 50 it's a name, not tames?

A To tre hest af my recallactian.

0 Ang I guess what I'm gelting to 15, 15 it possible

Lutsenke took that name @5 an ¢xample of somebody not ta
prosecuie?

A I can't reglly speak Tor his polivat ans ar What
Wwas in hi1s mind,

8] Betore the removal of Lutsenko's zredecessor,
Shakin, there was effart on behalf af the U.5. Government,
ncluding Vice President Biden, to nave Shokin remowved,
carrect?

A Well, one thing, jusl to reming, as I szid in my
opening statement, which you now fave, I was nol present at
that Time. but I can tell vau what I understans to ba the
case,

o] Yes. Please do.

A 50 Vice Fresident Biden, the IKF, pretty much
eyary -- every country that 12 preéssnt in Ukraine al. felt
that Mr. Shokin as proseculor gemeral was not doing his job.

N Which led te calls to aust him?

A Tes.

d And the legislature fas Lo remove him. 13 thst
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corrrct?

A Yes. that"s correct.

Ard then that occurred.

A Yes.

d And then Lutsenko comes on board,

A Yes.

¥ Ard was he, in your cxperierce =« bacause yau're

very knowledgeable apoul the regior, 5o when I ask you in
yous apinian. you have a very informed opinfon -- Wa2s
Lutsenkn better or @orse than Snokin?

A I mean, honestly, T don't know. I mean, 1 think
they'ra cut from the same claoth

J Equally oDad?

i, I'm not sure that these comparisors arc helpful.

Q Okay. And there was also an ‘ssue with ths soecial
prosecutor, Xhalodnitsky?

& Ur=huh,

¥} Were there any -- any other beacens of hope in Lhe
prosecutarial world of Ukraine!

) well. 1t was kind of an unretormed office, shall we
say. So L think -- I think scme of Lhe people. who T didn't
sctually personally know. but some of the people whc came in
tn the carly days after the Revolution of Dignily, were
considered to be guite good. And 1 trink fome af Chem have

been brought back again under -- under this rew Presidert.
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felenzky.  So. you know, I'm alweys hopefol aboul the

possibility for change.

Q Trare was navar as much of a clamar To repoue
_ut=enko as there waz Shekxin,  Is that fzir Lo say?

A Yean, 1 think that's fair.

0 Ard what do you account for that?

A I would say that there was, T bthink, sLill a hope

that one could work with Mr. Lutserkc, There was slso Lhe
praspect of Presicential 2lections caming up, and as seemed
Likely by, wvou know, Decembor, Jenuary., February, wWhalever
the time was, that there would Ze a change oT govornrant.
dnd LT think we certainly hoped that Mr. Lutsanka would be
replaced ‘n the natural order of things, which i=, in lTacl,
what hapoened.

We dalse had more leverdge belfore, I mear, this wWas noet
easy. Presidenlt Poroshenko and Mr, Shokin go way back., In
fact, I tTaink they are podfathers to cach gther's chnildren.
50 this was, you know. this was a big deal. Buft w2 had
assistance, as 4id the IMF, that wWe could condition,

MR. GCLODMAN: Could I just mace one point of
clariticatien? You szid Prestident Poroshenks ans Fr. Zhekin
go way back?

F5. YOWANIDVITCH: Yes,

KR, GOLDMAN: Do you mean Shkokin or Lulsenko?

ES, YOWANIVITCH: Well, I think they prozanly sll g0 way
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sack. It's = small elite. But Presldent Poroshanko and
Shokin go way back, because my JURDRrstanding is Lnat they are
gach other s -- godparents for e#ach other's chilcren.
BY MR. CASTOR:
Q wWiat do you know about the investigation of

Burisma?

A Nl wery much. And, again. that hagpened before [
arrived.
#! Do you know when they were being ‘nvestigated and

what exaclly for?
A Sc was il -- actually. I think I'm more familiar
wilh the case against Zlocrevsky, the head of Burisra. Is

that wnai you're ta.xing about!

Q Both.
& Jkay
G Do you know if Buris4e was under investigation

separdale lrom 1ts leader?

A I believe sa, And I belvéve that -- ard, again, I
need to stress tnalt this all happened before I arrived. Zut
T helieve that wilh Burisma, the -- as I understanc 1T,
again, mostily from media reports == that the investigation
was ¢ormant oy the time that Lutsenko came te be proseculor
genaral, and thzl -- but | 2lso understand, you know, from

thisgs ir Ukrainian media and pecple wou'lt sort of maention,

that the investigatior was never farmally closed by Lutsenko,
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because it's, “rankly. useful to keep thal corpany hanging an
a hook, right? And 20 -- 20 1t Was dormant, BDUD 9t Wasn T
fully Closed and done wilh,

L] Thare was a == proess reports in the Ukraine that =--
shortly before you came back the cnd of March -- that the
Ukrzinian state prosecutor's of T7ce wWas resxarining 1ssues
releted o Burisma, Do you heve any “amiliar“ty with that?

ey Well, that questicn wWas &s%xed earlier, ard I don't
dv ezl ly remember thal. So, no, T dor'L,

G Do vyou have any idea why Lhe -« why DQurisma --
again., this 15 gefore your time, bul just wondering 17 vou
have any idez way they would make an effort to put U.5.
peosle on their board,

Ll I mean., I don"t know, but I can give wou an
poinien,

H5, YOWANODWITCH: T that --

MR, ROBEZNS: Is 1t mo-e than & gLess!

M5, YOMBNOWITCH: I mean, it's an aninfon. It's 3
EUBsSS,

ME. MEADOWS: Yeah. I would think, Amaassacor, 1t woulc
g2 oan intermad opinion.  Arpassader Volker was able to grve
us =ome of the sa=e camwmentary, We would Tike to hear it
fram vour perspective since bhe held vou i very high regard.

M3, YOVAMCWITCH: I -- so just to be clear, I mesn, I

don't actuslly krow, but I =hirk that they probably did it
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for the same reason most coersanies put, you krow, people with
n2ne recognitiacn, £xperts, et celera, on taieir boarcs. to
increase prestige. te let pesple know that they are good
corpanies, well valued. and s¢ forth
BY MR. CASTOR:

Q Do you know i1t they sought out experts ir corporate
gavarnparce for cheir boards?

A I'm not familiar with that, I don’'l knoW.

G QOr experts in fighting corruption for their boards?

A I don't krow.

3 Or dic they just pick names of, you know, prominent
people?
& I really don't know., T mean, 1 don't know how they

went aDoui selecting them.

0 Did a lot of the Ukrainian companies do 3152 IS
it a fairly widespread practice Lhal sognisticated companies
ir Ukraine, you know, name U. 5, officlals to their soard?

A Well, I'm not sure they're officisls.

Q Or U.5. persons. Sorry.

A S0, yes. I think, you srow, over time, this has =-
this has been happerning. 50 DTEK, which i5 one of the
largest compznies in Usraine, owned 2y & Ukrainian, has =z
aurzer of internatianally recognized people.

I had mentianez Victor Pinchuk earlier, who hosted Mayor

Giuliani ang other -- ather people for his foundztiom. On
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his foundation zre, you know, former officials Trom around
Lhe world, in¢luding Anericans.

2, vezh, I mean. I think that peozle Teel that this
eives greater gravitas, shall we =3y, to their board, whether

it's a foundation or whalher 11's 2 comgany.

¥, Co wou think it has any effect? Lo wou think --

A I don't know, You know, what do you mean by
"gffect"y

Q Does it foster, you know, anti -- you Know, an

anticorruptiaon environment? Do2s 1t --

A, Well, I mean, jusl Lo s2y L'm not sure that that's
why paople put, wvou know, luminaries on their board, to
toster a7 articorrugtion envirerment.

a Do you know 17 WABU encourages pecople to --
SMCOUFaFeS companies to put officiats like Lais on a Qoard,
or U.5. persons, or ARNTAC?

A There -- one ot the fdeas for good govornance -- So
this is separate from private corporations or private
toundations, such as the YES Feuncatian that Pinchuk ran.

One of the thirgs that I think starzed after the
Fevolution of Dignity was that the state menopolies. and
there are many in Ukraine, that Lhey would establish Goards
tor those arganizatians

ls that maybe what vou're talking about?

i} Uh-huh,
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1 A Arnd s0 what the government © 'd was they would run

P

Lhese gper and transdarent Kind 41 corpetitions for whe would

3 oe on those bosrds. Anc Lhe 1dea was you get experis and you
4 go et peosle whe would, you know, foster an open environmert
3 antd sa forth.

[ 50 =-- and, you know, to your point, . mean there were

7 interrational experts an thase boards, for the g&s monopaly.
) Naftopgaz, a&rd others,

o aQ And do you think that worked? Co you think that 1t
10 helped?

1l A I do thing it -- you know, in == with the public
companies, the monopolieés, ves, | do think it was helpful.

13 HR. CASTOR: And oy Lime 15 JUSt about up. but I weEnted
= to turr to see if any of our Femaers hac sometRhing quicily.
|5 ME. ZELDIA: How much time oo we have?

| & M5. LAX: Less than a minute

|7 MR, CASTOR: 0On. Sorry. 50 We're == we'll --

L& MS, YOVANOVITCH: We're dane?

L9 MR. CASTOR: We'll take a break with cur first hour.

20 MS. YOVANOVITCH: Dkay.

21 MR. CASTOR: Thank you.

22 THE CHATRHAN: Ambassador, woulg you l1ke tc take 2

23 brie® lunch breac?

24 HS. YOVANOVITCH: 5Sure. 1 emean. .'m at your disposal,

23 ['m ready to go.
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eat.

THE CHATEMAMN:

bihy don't we rasume at 2 o'clock?

M5, YOVANCOYTTCH:  Okay,

THE CHAIRMAHN:

And so we'll

Give people 3 chance to grabh 3 hite to

resume at 2 o'clock.

15, YOVANOYITCH: OQkay., Thank you

[Recess ]
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[2:00 o.om, ]

[HE CHAIRMAN: Before I turn it bacx ta Mr. Goldman. I
wanted to just fellow up an one of the questions that my
calleoazues “n the Rinority daked.

They a<ked you, Ambassader, 2bout what gavice you had
given Usraine in terns of Whetner they shou.d engage in
aolitically motivated prosecutiors or arosccubions that Were
not bascd on the law or facts, winal in thamselves would be
corruct.

And I thins you said that you gave gererzl guildarce
alonz those lines, that they shoeuldn't -- they should follaw
the rule ol lae and they shouldn't engdge 1n gel - tical
prosacutions.  And you ment-oned that ene of the -- or the
one serson you mentionad in this centext that was by specific
rame was the head of NABU,

M5, YOWAMOVITCE:  Uh-huh.

[HE CHAIRMAN:  And then you were asked, well. could this
hawe heen the do nol prosecute 1ist that Lutsenko wias
reforring Lo,

I just wart to ask azatn, Lutsenko recanled that Wigle
allegation, right?

MS. YOVANDVITCH: Yes.

THE CEATRMAM: %o when counsel Tor the minority asked
vou, well, could that have 2z2en Wit Lutsenko was refarring

Lo, Lutsenko nimself has said 11 Was NONSEnsE,



L M5 . YOVAMNONITCH: Yes, that 1= true.

2 THE CHAIRHAN: HMr. Goldman.

3 MF. SOLCMAN;  Thank you, FAr. Chairman.

q BY MR. GOLDMAN:

5 Q We Lleft off a LitTtle bitT on the April Ilst call
& between President Zelersky and Fresident Trump right after

fresident £Zelensky won the clecticon, =nc you said vou got a

B general readout af the call afterwsrds. Who did you speak to
9 o get that resdout?

[0 A 1l don't recall. 1 don't recall. And when 1 say

I1 "general,” I mean really general. IL Was a good call, Lhey
12 hit it offl.

|3 Q o'd you spea< to any Lkrairian officisls about the
[ call?

| & i T dan't recall, horause, T mean, that happered onm a
| & Suncay mnight. ©On Wednesday night, I got the call toc returm
17 to the United 5tates. 5o there wasn t a 1ot of time 1in

13 Lhere,

|4 K Cday. 50 let's mave 1nto that, ther. [T was just
20 3 days after that call that you gob 2 rall to go pack to the
2l states?

22 A Yas,

23 [ Who called you to arder you to do taart?

-2

= A The zgirector general of the 5tate Department.

Who's that?

-J
]
£
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A Carol Perez.

q Wnat dic she say to you!

A Well, in the Tirst call, wiaich happened at quarter

of 10 in the evening Kyiv time, she s2id that she was giving

me a meads-up, that Lthings were going wrong, kKinc of off

the =-- af® the ctrack, and she wanted to give re 2 heads-up.

She didn't know what was happenring, obut there wos 2 lot ef
nervousness on Lhe saventh fleor and uz the st-eet,

g What did she mean oy "up the streel”?

2] The Wnite House. '

a pid yvou understanc what she meant about
nervousnesc?

A Mz. And I asked her. [ said, well, thanks for

giving me 2 heads-up. What's the probles? Tell rme what®s
gotng on. Ard she 5a1d she didn't know.

1 asked her, well, 1s this, you know, about ths
a’legations about me hy Lubtsenko -- and, of course, now it

Was also by Mayor Giuliand.

And she didn't seem to be aware aof Lhat, and she said,

don't «<now, I don't know anything asoutl Lhal.

And she s2i1¢ that she wWwoulg Lry T¢ get more informallon

=fd ske wauld £211 me bBack.

decause I saic, Cx<ay. 50 we Rave this heads-up that

Lhere's 3 proolem. but what's the rext step? Because I con't

Kaow w2t the profylem 15,




And she saifd she would try to get more intormstion and
she would t=y to ca’l me at midnight.

(] Cid she say whether aryone had askes her to call
vou to give you this heads-up?

A I got that impressiaon, buelb now T dor't recall. I
mean, that's Kind of the impressisn I have 0w,

0 And when you said by row GlulTanT was alzo speaking
pul against you, do vou mean Lhat by that Time you were avWars

that Gidli1anl was --

a 1h-hub.

G -~ make -- calling --

A Yes.

Q -- for yeur removal?

A Yo,

Q Wno glse were you aware of who was publicly calling

Tor your removal?

A Wall, a2z I recounted earlier, Lhere were -- %ol
know, there was a lot 17 socisg. media from variaus seople,
including Dornatd Trump, Jr. S0, 1 mezsn, therg Wes a oL cut
Lhere.

LN} Wnat about Ffrom the President himsels7 MWere you
adare ot nis feelings towards you at that oointy

A Mg, but he had posted some things., Taere were some
tweets out there, not directly about me, but some tweels cut

Lhere about, you know, Ukraine, concerns azsosul Dkraing,
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then I got the call from Ambassador Feres,
Q Okzy. [ want to ¢o thradgh this step by step.  Burt
jusl going back to wWwhal your undersCanding was as 1he

motivating factar for Ambassadoer Perers's call te you, to that
point you had enly received =upport from the 3tate Departrenc
2Ll the wWay Uz Co the seventh floor. Is That rignt?

A Yeah., I mean, they -- T mean, Lhey look dack the
orfer of arn extension, but were wWorking wikh me an, you <naw,
whalt a good deparbure date would Took 17Ke and so forth.

O And did you gel the sense Lhat the State Department
Fag fssues With vour parformance in any way/

A Quite the opposite.

] Lo I think that's sort of wWwhat IT'm gelling at. Eo
from the 5tate Department's cerspectiive, everyone on up to
Secretary Pompea supparted the work thal you w@ere doing 10

lkraine &nc had ro prodlems wich your performance, Lo yadr

snoWledge?
LY Yeg . That is my uncerstanding.
Q Ukay. And ther you sof an spcial mediz that Donzld

Trumz, Jr., and Rudy Giuliari are calling for your ouster.
I: that rigkht?

S Vs,

0 And then Ambassador Ferer calls yau and sdvs, jusl
g heads-up. There's some narvousness, I thirk was your term.

& Uh-Fun,



Q I mean, there den't seem L0 w¢ ta be toco many
conclusions, bel T don’'t want té put any words in your mouth.
What did you think was driving this caorcern &l Lhat

point?

A, Well, that's woy 1 asked her. is this abouz. you

krnow, the allegations against me that are out there. And she

sp‘d she didn®L knaWw. but that <he wonld try to tind cut and
Would try 1o call me Back.

Q 50 wnat hzppened wWhien ==

THE CHAIRMAN: Can I as< you one ¢la~1ftying cucstion?
My colleague asked, as far as you xmew ir Lhe State
Departnent, everyonc was pleas2d with your perfarmance,
indeed, they wanted you to exlend another year

H5. YOVANCWITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRFAM: #And I trink my colleague asked ycu, all
the way up te the Secretary? But did you, in fact, Know

where the Secrgtary was im &11 ot this?

ME. YOVANONITCE: I had understood that -- well, I'm nat

exactly sure who decides on extensfons af this kind, but [
had understood Lhat there was 3 seventh flaor blessing, if
nol the Secretary himseli, ilhose around rim who are, you
krow, long-term colleagues and that he trusts arc that can
speak for him.

50 1 had understood that there Was 3 blessing of LRat

exiensfor. But to answer your question, 1 dom't really know,
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THE CHATRMAN:  And did you ever Tind out when, you know,
the allegat-ons wore being made or the atbtacks were being
made by Donald Truma, Jr., or Rugfy Giuliani. did you ewver
find out what the Secretary of 5tate's position, whether thes
Secretary of STate was going to cefend you or nol, apdarl From
the refusal by the Secretary to issus & statement in wour
defensze’

M5, YOWANOVITCH:  ‘Whet I wes told by Phil Recker was
that the Sec-etary or perhazs somsbody zround him wes going
o place a call Lo Mr. Hannity orn FOX News to fay. vou know,
what is gaing on? I mean, do yvou aave prooft of these Rinds
af allegations or not? And if you have proof, vou know. tell
me, and if not, stop.

And I understard that that call was made, T don'l know
Whether it was the secretary o~ somebody 152 “n his inner
clroie.  And Tor a Lime, you know, things king of s mwered
oW .

THE ZHAIREMAM: I mean, does that scom extraordiracy fto
vou that the Sscretary of State or some other high-ranking
official would call z tals show host to Figurs oul whelher
vou should be retained gs ambassador?

M&. YOWANOVITCH: 'Well. I'm neot surc that's exactly what
kas being asked.

THE CHATRMAN:; ‘Well, Lhey were aiking 17 == wWhat baszis

Lhey == was Harpity one of Lhe geogle criticizing your
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M5, VOVANCWITCH: Yes,

HE CHAIRMAM: 5c some tog acministration ofFi1cizl was
going to him to finc out whal the bas’'s of this FOX host was
attacking you for?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Uh=hubh.

THE CHAIRMAK: And did you ever get any readout on what
the resull of that cenversation was?

M5. YOVANDVITCH: No. I gidn'k, altnoupgh I was told that
1L did take place.

But whzt we thought we saw Was, you Know, as a result of
the media monitoring, which 1'm sure eéveryboocdy does. whal we
thought we saw wmis 193l there -- 1t simmerec dowt for 3
=l L2,

THE CHAIRHMAM: Until wral point?

M5, YONAMOVITCH: wWell, there would be. you krow, 17ke,
Litkle Blaps and stuf?, But [ Think when 1t Took off was
really afier the elections, the 21sL of April, the second
Faund.

THE CHAIRFAN: And so you don't krow who it was Lhal
reached oul to Mr. Hannity. but at some point after that
conversation, things settied until aftes The election?

FS. YOVAROVITCH: That' s what “t appeared to us. Ang I

should add, to Lhe BasT of my recollection




BY HE. GOLDHAN:
0 Do you recall when this conversgticon that the
Sagretary or somegne close to him had with Sean Hannity Wasy
A 50 the article, I think, was on the =- was an the
26th -- is thal righlt? -- 28th or the 24th of April, the Hill

article, that sort of --
Q of April or March?
A Gf March. Thask wou. And so it would have been

the following weel,

o] So spon atter thne Hill, and
A Yes,
Q -- 50 il sSTtmmwered down, yod said. through tne

election?

& That's what I seem to recall. There were -- you
koW, "T Was == it was out Chere, DUt L seered Lo e, YoU
know, simmering rather than &t & high poas,

o Do you know whethers there was anvone clsc publicly
advocating for your removal? Yoo Just added Sean Hannizy. |
just want to make sure wWe have the full universe of psople
that you recall.

A Well, there were @ lot of psople opining about --
about me and what should te dope. I can' t remamber
sverything that everybody satd, but there were a 1ot af
pEaple out there.

0 Okay. 5o Sean Hannmity, Dongla Trumg, Jr., and Rudy
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Giul ant. Did you have an understanding lhatl Lhese wese all
close advisers of the President?

A Well, they zzpeared to be close to the President
from, you knoW, far., far away.

] From Uxraine?

A Weah.

0 dnderstiood,

A Fram my wantage point fram far away, I should s2y.

7 Did you ever Learn about any public coancerns
expressed back in 2018 by Congressman Pete Ses5314n5 abouUt
yaur performance?

i, I “earned azout it 97 that article fram The Hill by

Jahn alomzn,

] So you didn®l knaw atout it in realtime?

A M.

0 You nad only Aeard abaut it --

i M.

Q -~ ir thal arbicle?

S0 ol -- whan there were discussions, T Linink you 2a7d,
on the seventh floor -- well, let fne take a step back.

When wore you given the of fer of an extension?
A 5¢ the Undersecretary for Political Atfairs, Davig
Hale, wWas in Ukraine. He arrived the evening of the 3Lh.

stayed a couple days. And at the end of that trip o Ukr-aine

e zaid that, you know, with elections coming up and, I msan,
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he coutd see bow conplicated 1t was. At that Time we thought
parllamentary electans would bhe Tn Dctober, Qbvieusly it's
alWays complicates ko == sorry -=- it's always complicated to
gel another asbassadar named and cantirmed. I11'5 a long.
drawn-cut proccss.

And so concerns about having Kyi1v be empty 2t tho top.

Aad =0 h2 asked me Lo -- whelher 1 woudld corsider staying for
another tull year. [ -- wyeah,

0 Ardl you szid the 5th.  Is that -- what menth?

A Of March.

C Sth of March,

i Same day as --

Around the Lime wvou gave Che spaecn?
Yeakh,

Ard did you ggree to do thaty

F oo 8

Mot dnfLially. You Xnaow, 1t's a tough post. 1L
mean, I Loved my work there, I thought we Cid greal wiark,
aut, wou know, it Was a tough pest. But ir the end, I did
dgree,

Q Araund when oid wou ggree?

i, He zsxed me to <all nim, like. that following
Monday or something =- or be in touch. 1 think L emailz¢ haim
the follpwing Honday.

0 Mow, you also just referenced a canversation you

had Wwith Phil Reeker shortly after the Hill articles carsa
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aupt? TIs that right?

A Ue=huh. Yean.

q fnd what did ne =ay Lo yau about this potential
cxtensian?

A Wel1l, Fril was the perscn -- so David dale hrosched
this with me. And Lhen Phil was the parson Wwhe was Kind of
wWwarking it through the system with the perconnel peaple,
Direcior General Carol Ferez, With Whoever on the seventh
fleor needs to bless these decisions and sao forth,

And my understanding was Chat it had begn -- 1t had been
approved and that. you know, thon they wers going Lo go
torward far Lhe formal paperwark.

Q I guses I just wanb Lo wunderstand, wien you had the
conversation you described with Phil Reeker whnere he said --
he irdicaled Lo you tnat you were not going to he zhle (o
stay for the full year --

A on, wyezah Thal was ==

Q -- you went bBack La plan A7

A Yeah,

(K] “n Lthat wes after the HilL articles, righty

A Well, the Hill article was at the end oF March, and
then there was a Little hil af a pawse in all o this. Ther
the secantd round ot Presidential elections was Lhe 21st aof
Apmil,  And Lnen the 24th -- yeah -- the 24th of April was

when L got the call from Ambszssador Perez, and -- yeah.
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S0 the conversation with Phil was shortly a“ter --
you're right -- shortly after the -- about a weed attier the

Hill artlicle came out tha probacly ==

0 50 Lhis wWaule be early Azril?

o ¥Yoah, very early April. Perhaps even The end of
March.

¥ Way -- well, did Hr. Eeeker &xplain you 1o why it

would be impossible for you Lo slay Tor your year only 2 ar

3 weeks after you had agreed to do t?

il Mot rezlly. I mean, it was prety Zlzar Why.
Q And what was pretty clezsr? Can you explain?
A Well, that this was -- you know, 2y prescnce at

post wios 3 sensilive issug Tar the administration.
] Yo he gidn't explein Lo vwou, he just assumed Chat

you knderstoods

A Yeah.

L] And why did vou underscand thal L Wwas -- had
become a zenszitive issue? Because of the artcle in The
Hill?

A Because of the egriticle in The Hi11, because of all

af the attendant, you know, twests ano postings and

interviews and talk shows and various obther Lhings, and the
Fact Lhal, as we discusseg ear.ier, the 3tate Departmont did
nol. feel that they could actually ewen 1ssue. in the Tace of

all of this, a full-throated king aof statement of suppori Tar
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Q And car you explain again why you urderslood Loal
tha Stzte Department could net issue a statenent of sugpart?

o Fhat I was told 15 thal there was concesr that the
FUE Woulo be pulled out from underncath the 3tate Depar lment

if they put out somelhing publicly.
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BY MR, GOLOMAN:

7 By whomy

A The President.

| Aand i what way would the rug be pulled outl Trom
under ther?

A You know, that pe-haps there would be 8 tweot of
disagreemenl o something else,

0 Did you have an understanding thal Lhe :tate
Department brass or the State Department executives

ungerszeod tnat the President did nol support you?

A I mezn, yesh, that seemed Lo be the conclusion.
9 Angd did you undarstand wiy?
) Well, again, I assumed that it wis as & result of

Lhe gartnership, 1T that's the right word, betweesn Mr.
Lutsenko and Mr, Giuldiandi.

L a1d Then the relationship belween Fr.o Gicliani anc
Mr. Trumg?

A Yeah, I Lhink that's a Tair conclusion,

Q Sc you said Ambassader Ferez said she woulc get
Back te vou 2t midnight on the nignt of April Z4th. Did sha
call you then?

A She callied me about an hour Llater, 50 it's now
1 a.m, in Lhe Ukralne.

Q Ard what cid she say to yoeu thenad
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&, e saic that thers was a 1ot of concern for me,
that T nereded to bhe an the next plare home to Washinglon.

ard I was like, wnal? What happensg?  And sae said, I
don't know, but th-s 15 about your sccurity.  You need to
come nome imuesiataly.  You need to come home on the nzxl
clane.

ame 1 osaid, physical sacurity? T mean, 15 thare
something going or here in the Ukraine? Because sametimes
Washinzion has irftel or semelhing else that wWwe don t
necessarsly know., #And she safd, no. I didn't get that
impressian, but vou need to Come sack immediataly.

And, T mean, I argued with her. [ told her I Lhowght 7t
Waes really unfair that she was pulling me out oF post wWithout
any exzlanatior, I mean, rezlly none, and 5o summarily.

Q She cidr't give you an explanatiorn fz2r o why T0 had
to be so soor?

A She =aid it was [for my ssCur- Ly, that this was for
my well-being. pecple ware corcerned.

Q What did you understand that to mean?

A T didn't know bhecause she d-dn't say, bul my
assumption was that., you Hnow, somathing nad hapgengd., some
conversations o~ somsthing, and that, you Kaow, now 1T Was
important that I Rad to lesve immediately bDecause -- T didm'l
rezlly know,

Y “o dhat d1d wou do nexi?
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A Well, I went nome ard T told. you know, my
sacretary, my statt assistant, and the number two at the
pmbassy, the managessnl of Ticar, 1 asked Them to come to my
residence gt & a.m. in the moraing == I, of course, had a
Tall =late of meetings that day -- and to, you knaw, tao start
tre wheels going in motion to ouy me a tickst. I coulde't
lgave on the next -- I mean, There wasn't a next plane
because it was 1 a.m. when 1 got this news. right? 5o the
next plane was at & a.m, or something Li<e that an Friday
norning. o gt tickels,  To infora them what had happensed.

To sort of give advice and Instruczion,

I didn't «naw how long I would be in Wash ngton.  Larol
coulcn't tell me that, And I had asked -- 1 <a3id, You know,
well, thiz doesn't “oock good. [ mean, [ can see where this

is going. 50 could you Jusl leave me here for angther wegk,
I will pack cut and I will go.

And she s31d, no. yod have to be, vou Know, you have Lo
Teave fmmediately. This is for you. We're concerned sboul
vou., And T sajg, well. yaou will let me come back Lo pack
out, and zhe coculdn't even give me an answor an that,

Q Did you spead to anvhody ¢lse at the Htate
Department. about this directive?

A Yeah.

MR. RG2BIN3: Co you mecan then or ever?
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BY MR. S0LDFAN:

] No. Sorry. The day atter you got the csll and you
were 1n the ewbassy iryirg Lo geL everything crganized, did
you -- prior to tlyving back to D.C.. 1 think thal's the gest
Wa¥ o pubk il == dig you speak to anybody else ather than
ambassadar Perez at the State Cepartment atodt the raquest
f'or you to com2 homef

A I'm sure I did. 1 @gon't recrll righs now.  Ard,
actually. I wasn't really In tné émbassy that day becsuse the
embassy is a Little bil outsice af town. I mean, 1 Kept my
meeting schadule for that day.

i Okay. Before vou fléw hone, d1d you have a acTter

§@rse 0T WNy VOU Wers --

A Ho .

Q -- raguacted to cone home?

A Mo

4] What did yau do when you arrivec in D.C.T

A Well, il was a Friday afternceoer, and s¢ 1| had the

whole weedend te think aztout this,  And my niece lives here,
50 | saw ner, I saw Triends.

Q Who d7d wou First weel at the State Jepar—ment
after arriving 1n Washinglon?

A 50 Lhat woulso be Monday morning. And there wasn':
really ary =-- there weren't any meetings on Honday rorning.

AL gbous L o'clock, I zhink il was, | @& witah Assistant
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Socrotary Fnil Eeecker, who areviewed the next meeling., which
Was with Deputy Secretary Sullivan, which took alace at
ground 4 p'clack,

4] What <id Mr. Reoker say Lo wou 2t that poink?

A Mr. Reeder caic that I, vou knowW. I would rneed to
leave, 1 rpeded to leave as soon as possible.  That
gpparently, as I stated in my statement, Lhe Fresident had
been -- had wanted me to legve =since July o7 2018 and 1
the summer, I should say, Lne middle of the sumner o I0LE --
gnc that the Secretary had tried Lo prolect me Bt was no
lerger able Lo do Chat.

Q who had concerns as of July of 20187

it Frozsident Trump.

i and was that tre first that you had hezrd of thats
A Yes.

o What did you sgy in responso?

A I was shocked.,

] Dicd he axplain why Fresident Trump had concerns?

A Mo, %o, T thin< there was just a general

assumptian that 1t wmust have had to do with the informatior
that Mr. Lutsenke provided to Mr. Givliand. But we really
cign't get into that because, you Enow, we, PRI1L and I nad =--
o Arnassador Eeeker and T had had previcus discussions aboub
this. And, yeah, there just didn't ses2m to be much point,

0 Can you, without getting inte all the details, <an
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you summarize those arévious discussions just so we
understand what knowlcdpe vou hac geing inle lhat mesting?

A Well, most of the cirscussions wilh Ambassadar
ieeker, you know. Ffirst 1L #ds aboul extending me for 3 year.
Then after the Hill srticle he wanted to -- be was tal<ing to
me ahout, you kKnowW, my desarture plans.

Initia®lly he =ad Thought it would e good 1 I went ta
Wark tor -- to he a political adviser Lo one of gur four-star
generals, He had just departed EUCCM, so General Scaparotti
{ph) did nol have a political agviser and ne thought that
maybe I couls leave Uxraine early and go and incumber that
position. Ard tnitially I was sort ef thinking about that,
and then T jusl didn € have the heart for it. frankly.

And =a then -- then it became,. wEll. whAEn would vou
leave Lkrzine? And then T though!l we nad <« I mean. I think
Wwe all thoupht that we nad come to an agreerent that [ Could
leagve righlt after the big representatfonal evenl In July to
Faaror our Independence Daw.

Q Okay. And just Lo be clear, in any of those
canversations with #r. Recker, Anmbassadar Reexer, leading ug
to whal T guess was the April Z9th meeting on thal Monday --

A U= huh.

(1] -= had 7e indiciled Lo yau that the comcerns sbout
you hac escalated all the way up 1o Fresident Trurp?

& Mo, I don't think -- no.




| Sa wWhen you -- when he said that te you in that
aceting, that was the firsT you had hezard of that?

A Yes.

| And in addition to zny shock, dic ¥ou =ay anyithing
else La him? Bid you ask why? DRid you gel an explanalion as
to whys

A L'm sure I did ask why, and I'm sLre, You kNgw, =2
expressed my anger, T'mosure T odid a1l those things, but naw
I can't really recall the conversation.

0 Can wvou == and then wou then met with the Deputy
ecrelary?

A Uh-huh.

9 Can you describs that mesting “or us? 'Whet d1d ke
gay Lo you?

A Yeah, 50 the Depgurty Seeretary satid that, vou know,
Fe was sorry this was all hapgening, that the Fres dent nad
last confidence, anc I waould need to depart my post. That,
vou know, hc had vau know, I said, what have I done wrong?
And he 337g, wou'we dane rothing wreng. And B2 23a1d that he
nad had to speak Lo amsassadors who nad been recallac far
Zause before and this was not that.

And he. wou know, expressed corcern for what T would do
Tent, and, vou kreow, Kind of how 1 would -- you know. Kiad of
my =tate of mind, snall we say.

And he alsa, I think, 7e repeatad what FRil had already
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told me, which is that this was coming from President Trump.
th's was., you know. firzl, ard that ! -- that the rzassn Lhay
pulled me Dack is that they were worried that 1f 1 wasn't,
you know, shysically out of Ukraine, Lhat there would bc. you
krow, some sorl of public either tweet or something else from
the White Fouse., Arnd <o this was to make sure that I would
be Lreated with as much respect as passible.

He said tnat my ceparture date was up toome. IT 2
wanzed to keep the previously agreed upon date of, you know,
afcer the July Fourth event, that would beé oKay, but ke could
not guarzntee what woulo happen.

Q What did you say to Rim!

A Well. you know, I expgressed ry disnay anc nay
dizsazpointmert. 1 asked aim what this meant for our policy,
Whal was Lhe message that --

MR, GOLDMAN: Do you want to take a minute?

M$, YOVANCVITCH: Yeah, just a minute, I'm just going
ta exit it for 1 minate.

MR. GOLOMAM: Yeah, we can go off the record. Can we
pause Lhe time?

[Discussion of 7 the -“ecard. |

MR. GOLDMAN: 3Fack or the record, and start thes clock.

Amhassador Yovanevitch., we uncersland this is a
difficult and =moticral topic, and we thank yaud Tor your

honest recollsctiaon and ansSwers.
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K4, Z0EEINS: Is there a ponding -- I just want to h=ar
17 ia there a pending gquestian that she had not Tinished
arswering o- T you just want to ask a naw one.

KA. GOLDMAN: TI'lL just 3@sx a new ane.

BY ME. GOLDMAM:

(] L think where we were was [ hed asked you, wou were
explaining what your reaction to Deputy Secretary Sulliwvan
Has?

A I Was upset. And I, vou know, I wWanted an
explanation because this iz rather vnusual. But ne could not
o fer one beyond the fact that Lhe Fresidenl hed made 2
decision,  And it ds the President's to wake, 25 we Know.

Dodid ask nim though, you krow, what docs this mean for
pur forefgn polfcy? What coes it mear for our pocEition on
antirarruation?  wWhat mossage arg We sending to the
Dxrainians, to the world? How were, vou know, [ mean. Deyono
Mg, oW Were We goimg to explain this? A&And what are We 01N
Lo way, wou snow, nol only Lo Lhe people at 5. Emhassy
Kyiv, but moere broad.y o the State Department?

And T btola him I thought that This was a dargerous
precedent, Lhat as far as I caould tell, since I didn't have
any aother exzlanatzion, that private interests and people who
dor't l1ke a particulas Anerican ambassader cauld coambine 1o,
you know., find somebooy who was more suizable for their

interests., That, wvou kEnow, it should 2e the 5State
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Cepar tlmenl, The President, who nskes decisiors about which
amba=sador. And. obviously., theé Freésidsent d°d make 3
decision, but I think influerced by sore who are not

trustaor thy.

9 Wha are you reterring tof
A “r. Lutsenke,
0 You don't have zany infarmaticn that Presidert Trump

evier met with Me. Lutsenke, thaugn, do you?
fy Thers wWas a rumar 10 Ky1v that during the meeting
between Mr. -- Mavor Giuliand and Mr., Lutfenko 1n JEnuary

that the President gort on the line

i Cid you ever verify Whéther that was true or noti?
A No.
Q Jut your undersiancging 15 Ehe infoersation came Trom

Lutsenkn via intermeciaries to the Fresident?
h Yes.

Q Ard if this == wou asked wiat this would cdo to the

anticerrupticn nmessage, What do you mean by that?

A Well, T Telt tnat -- [ felt that in the public
discussion of Lhis, n social wedia and 1n other mencia, they
heér@ portraying this as, you know, Lulsenko going after me
because I had styrmied what Fe wanied Lo do, and that I wWas,
yeu know, uphplding our policy about helping the Uk-ainians
transform thetr -- Lheaselves so that 1t wouldrn't de 3 System

aof corruglicn.
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Ard if I were to leave as the symbhol of that effaort,
think it would send & message. And T wanted o know how Lhe
State Degartment was going == was thinking about tnat, how
they were going to wanzge Lhal message in 2 way that would e
laasl damaging Lo aur Intergscs.

0 Mow, wou referenced the specific atbac«s an you,
Were you also aware by this point of public slatements
ericouraging Ukraine to irvestigate Joe Bider or same sort of
callusion gecween Ukraine and the Damocratic Hational
Commitzee in 2016 oy that point?

A Yaah, I think I was probably aware aof thalt at rhat
point.

Q “ar example, Rudy Gialiari on the morning of
April 2Z4th, went on "FOX and Friends." said, quote. "Keep
vour eye on Ukraine,” wnguole, and giscussed both of those
investigations. wWers you aware af That?

A Yes, 1 aware oF that., Ard, actually. I oo now
recall that sctueally Minister Avakov also Laid that oul in
February.

Q Are you alsc aware that on the night of April 15th
that Fresident Trump Went on zear Hannity 5 show any
discussed Ukraine?

A ¥es, He was asked g guesiion agout RLssia 2nd he
answered by responding about Ukraine,

{ Ard what Was your resction to tnat?
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| Well, you =now, T pean, 1 Was concerned about what
this woulc all mear,

0 Irn wWiat wWay?

A well, aowiously, for me personally, 70T ta make 1o
all zbout me, but for me psrsonally.  But also, what does
this mean for our policy? Where are we goingy

Q And can you Just briefly describe woulc it he
pene~jcigl -- well, I'1l get to that in a mirute.

S0 you understood in reslting as you were baing recalled
suddently that there was a flurry of ascie aclivily in

cannaection to thesa investigations inm LKraine. Is that

righz?
A Yas.
0 Mow. did you have any understanding aof Lhe nature

of taese inwvastigdative Lheories? [id you <now whetrer they
Were accurats or 1naccurale oar factual or had been
invesligaled? D1d you know anything about them by Lhis
point?

A I mean, my understanding, agzin, from the pross wWas
thaz., vou know. the allegation Lhat there was Ukrainian
intesference in our elections “n 2016, that it wasn L Russta,
it was Uxralne, that that had been cebunked loag ago.

But, apain, it wasn t Lhe subject of My Work. AR 50
I -- again. because 11'5 5o political, I mean., it really <194

of crosses the Line into what I feel is proger for a Torelgn



sarvice officer, you know, T didn"tL go digging “nto that.

0 But wers wou aware that the Intellipence Community
frad unilormly cancluded that Russ1a was respongicle tor the
interference 10 the election?

& Yoo,

g And wers wou aware by that poirt that Robert
Hueller, Lhe spacial councsel, tad issused 3 anFens-nT-papge
indictment detatling 1n gregt detail Lhe Russian interference
in1 Lhe eleclion?

M Yo,

g Woulg it benefit Russiz if Lkraine were -- if the
allegations chat Ukraine was involved in the 2013 election
ware true?

A I think so.

U How séd

# Becavss, vou know, I think most Americans believe
taat there shouldn't bhe meddling in our elections.,  And 9T
U<raine is the one that Fad besn meftdling ir our =2lections, |
tnins that the support Chat all of you have provided Lo
Usraine over the last almost 30 vyears, I don'l know that -= 1
t1inks people would sk themselves guestions about that.

0 Iz tiere anything else about the mesting with
Deputly Secretary Sullivan Lhabl you reczll?

MR, ROBBINS: “ou wean Lhe PIrst meeting?
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BY HE. GOLDMAN:

Q The meeting on April 23th.

A Ho, not right now.

a 09id you meet with envbody else after you met with
Jeauty Secrelary sullivan while you were fn Washington, C.C.,
about this matter?

A Well, at his reguesl T mel Wi1th Rim azgain the
fellawling day, which I think --

0 I'm sarry., whe&n you say "hir," Deputy Secretary
Sullivan?

A Yes, sorry. And, I mean, it was a relatively snort
meeting. T think he just waEnted o make sure I mas okay.
ARd. you knoe,. e J4as kind of Trying 1o point re to the
future on "50 what do you think you would like to do rext *n
tha Foreign Servige" type thing. 5o --

(M Did yau Teel like the State Department supported
yau st111 at this paint?

A Yes., I wear, T think 1t was not a well-known slary
ab that time, but 1 think that anvbody who was aware aof it
Was wary supporiive of me.

J And did you =el wilh Secretary Pompco at all wnile

yau were in Washington?

A Ho.
1} Did you ever meet with him atter that points
A Mo
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(}] Did vou ever receive zny comrunication fror him?

A Mo,

Q ot wou meet with any anybody else from the State
Departmenl ar tne 30th or a-ound that time?

A o maybe it was April or Hay lst, the Wecnesday af
that week, I met with Caral Perez, who is the hezd ot
personrel, the Director Generzl she, you <naW -- so Depuly
Secretery Sullivan had said, you know, hels her. you know,
ino -- Tind emplayment bas cally.

Ard so Carpl askec me what I would like to do next. And
I asked whether it would be possible to ce o Tellow at
Georgetown Universizy. And that wWas arranged for re, ard 1'm
very erabeful.

(K Just going back to Secretary Pompes, Dic you cver
ask to mesl With him er sp2ak to hin?

A Mo, 1 asked ta speak with the counselar, Ulrich
Brechnbuhl, who nad been handling this matter.

] Whnat do you mearn by handling this matter?

i txactly what T said. I mean, he w&was -- he seemed

to be the point perscorn tha: Ambassador Reekzr was talking Lo,

L Cid vou speak with Counselor Brechouhl?

A Ma.,

0 Whny not?

A He didn't sccept the mesting roqguestl,

c Whnat effect. 1f any, 40 vou think tnat this abrupt
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reca.l has had on your career?

& Well, I mean. I wasn't pglanning a long career
afterwarcs. 1 mean, ny plan A had beer that [ would come
pack afler my tour, 2 nermal tour in tre Ukraire, and retire.
50 1t's not like I was exgeciing an ambassadorship or
arything else. So I don't think from a State Department
peint of wiew it has had any effect,

1] Because wou woere able to Land at Georgetown, that's
been --

¥ Yoo

Q Cn Mey 14ch, so this would have been zbou:z 2 wesks
later, wdy Giuliani told a Ukrainian journalist that you
were recalled. guole. Db2cause you =cre part of the effarls
against Lhe President, unguote. Do you recall that
statement?

A 1 dc.

Q How did you react to that?

A You know, 1t was just more of the same, T wean, 1
hat ne idea what he was Lalking about,

Q Did you ever badmoulh President Trump in Ukraira?

A Mo.

Q Do you ever spgeak 111 af U.S5. pelicy in Ukraine?
A Mo, You Enow, I mean, | was [9e chief spokesperzan
far cur policy in Ukrgine. Amnd 1 actually felt thzt in the

3 years Lhat I was there, partly becasuse of my efforts, zut
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I alsg the inLerapancy team, and President Trump's decision to

2 provide Tetha” weapons o Ukreine, that aur policy actually

3 got stronger over the three last 3 years.

4 0 You were very Tocused on anticorruption efforts in
3 Ukraine., Is that righty

£ A Um-huh.

T Q Wnat Tmpact do you Think --

# A Yeos.

L | -- it would have -- wWhat imgact co veou think it had
10 Tor soreone acting as an agent of the Fresident to be

11 encourdaging Ukraine to aopen investigacions for U.5, political

purposas?  How did thst impact the U.5. anticorruption

13 messaga’

|2 A Well, T would say i7's nat == gould you rephrase
13 the quastion ¢r repeat the guestion’

) ] Sure. I was just asking that if Rudy Giuliani is

h promiling Lhese investigabions thab are relaied Lo American

I8 politics --

&Y & Uh-hun.

20 Q == end you have Testifticd here today about hoed part
21 of the anticorruptCion message is that invascigations in

22 Ukraine should be conducted devoio of any political

Ao influence, now Would that 1mgact your message, vour

24 anticorruption message, 1f an agent af the President is

e aramoting investigations related to political interests?
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A Well, that's whal T was conceérned about, and that's
what I askec thez Deputy Secrelary.

ME. GOLDMAM: OCkay. 1 think our time is up.

THE CHATRMAN: Let meé ask you batore we turn °T over,
and Wnat was his response wher you ralsed that concern?

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Well, he said he'd have te think abeut

that,
[H: CHAZRMAN: T vield to minority.
EY MR. CASTOR:
¥ Aere you aware ot the President's deep-rooted

SkEpticisr about Uxraime’'s nusiness anvirenment?

A Yes.

Q And what did vou knos aboul thal?

N That he -- 1 mean, he share¢ 1hatl concern girectly
wiCth President Foroshenko 1n tn@ir f1rst meeting in the Dwal
Office.

Q What glse did wvou know abodl 1EY Was 1t a source

of dfacussicn 2t the embassy thal Lhe Fresident was not
confident in Ukraine's ability te move past their corruption
1ssuesy

MR. ROBEINS: 5o [ should just say Lhal we have been
inslructed by the 5tatz Department Lhal conversations
dicestly wWith ths Pres‘dant af the Untted S5tates are subjec:
ta a potentizl execulive departmént-based privilese. 1 don't

know exacily which one they would invoke il Lhey were nere,



but I rather suspect that a direct communication, as your
guestian 1= addressing, would @licit such an oajection. Tt
isr' T an objeclion that we hold,

H3, CASTOR: Okay.

M. ROEBEIK:: It's cne tiat we have olodsed to zsseqt.

MR, CASTOR: Got it. 1 got it.

BY ME. CASTOR:

a The administration had concerns aboul corruplian in
Vkraine, correct?

A wWe all did,

Q And were there afforts --

A We all did.

Q2 -- woU know, erce Presidenl Felenchky wWas alacted,
were there efforts to convince the White House, convince Lhe
Mational ecurily Council, that Zelensky was & genuine
reformer?

B That really would hsvwe begn after I left. %0 he
was elected Presidert on the Zls=t of April. I nad the phone
canvaersation witch Caral Perez an Wednesday the 240h. I
decarted the Ukrzine for ths first time on the 26th of Aonril

o the 2%th, 1 basically. even though [ wes s5till
ampascador technically, I basically toak mysel? out of all --
<ind of all of these sorts af issues because T didn'L Tesl iL
was proper, to tell you the truth.

And so I wWas ir Washingtor Tor 2 Cousle waeks, I went
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back to Ukraine to pack cut for a week. And the day that I
departed Jcraine pzreanently was May Mih. which is the same
day that Fresident Zelenzky #as 1naugurated. 5o I didn'L --
| #asn't privy to whatever the conversation was.

[ Can you Llestify 1o the differands the cianges 1n
atd to Ukralre with the new admninistration starting in 20177
lhe cifferent initiatives, you knrow, as far as provigcing
lethal weapons and --

A Yeah. Well, I think that most af the assistance
aroframs that we had, you knoW, continued, and dus to the
generosity of the Longress actually ~ere increased. And 50
that #as a really positive thing. [ think, for Uxraine and
Fer us.

In termas of lethal assistance, we all felt it was very
signiticant that this edministratior made the decision to
provide lethal wezgons to Usraine

0 Dld wou advoczte for that!

# Yas,

0 And cid you advocate ler that prias to the newWw
adminislralion back 1n 20167

A Well, weah.

Q What was ithe hold up theéref What was the iszue
preaventing izZ7y

A 50 1 ar-ived 'n Ukraine towards (re end of AUgUsST,

August 2ird ot 2016, and President lrump was elected that
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Movember, and then there was tne inauguralion in January,

S0 there wasn't -- there wWasn't &5 much discussion agout
all those things. I mean, I certainly had & strong view that
this would be 3 good thing. That was beld by Lhe initeragency
boln in Ukraine and I think in Washington as well. But there
were not, you <now, jusl given the enc of The adminiszratian,
thare was not sert of a big orge ng discussicr aboul Lhal
1ssue at that tire,

Q Wes 1t & heayy Li7t to change the policy in Lhe ned
administrat an?

ME. ROCBBINS: 5o, again, we heve been glven acvice by
the Stete Department theal questions of internal policy
discussions #ithin the Stata Department =rc subject to some
gxecutive departmenl-based --

MR, HEADGWS: 2wut, couasel, with all due respect, Lhls
1= rot a personal conversation. This is policy tThat
abviously affected Ukrzine that w2 are 211 vary well aware
af. And so to =upgest for her commenling on zolicy that has
already pesn implementad that soMsbaw violartes some
privilege, that jusl doesn’'t add up.

ME. ROEBIMS: And I hope the Congressean Will appraciate
that I'm not mzking this chjection, T'm just relaying --

ME. MEACOWS: What ['m saving is that objection im the
ahscure mannear in wnich you re invoking 1T goes contrary to

all the other Testimony that she's been giving. You SRaW,




it's amazing, every hour you wike up, every other hour you

wake up.

And =0 T think 1t's totally appropriate, the chairman, 1
believe, would agree. totally appropriate for her to give her
persprnal professional opinion on Ukrailrian colicy.

THE CHATIRMAM: Let me just *nterjecct here.

The State Deparlment hag not arovided counsel wilh any
itemized list, as counscl requested, aboul what questions
could be answered ar coulc not, They chose not to zive any
ELidance.

In light of that, it is Lthe posfition of the chair that
the question is apprepriate and ©Re witness should L=
permitted to znuwmer iLC.

MR. ™MEADDWS: 1 than< the chrairman.

ME. YCWANOVITCE: Could you repeat the guestien?

BY HR. CASTOR:

Q Basically trying to understand Lhe difference 1n
the Obama administratien & the 1 dmp admiaistration in aid
and support that was provided to Ukratne. You irdicated --
yau test fied that you wWwere 'n faver of lelhal weapons. And
[ think I had asked, was 1t a neavy Lift on your ecrnd ar your
allies to get Lhe lethzal wezpons?

& Taese are big decisfons. and so properly there is &
1ot of discussion shout *t. Ard I can’'t compare, decause [

Wa&s not in those discussions in the Obame adwnirnistration.




Sut I think -- I'm trying to remember exactty when Lhe

Fresident made the decision. But it was -- there Wis a 1ong,
g long Tead up to it. T think il was a year and a half into
the administration.

I al=n would say, Lhese are big decisions, especially

far a new administration,

Q What was the ratigonzle not to zraovide Tethal
Weapans?
A I think that scme may have had concerns that it

could be escalatory.
Q But ullimately vou Telt That tne Llethal wWeapons
Wore more important?

i Are you askimg far my opiniany

i Yes.
A Yeg., I felt that it was important, although it was
glso important -- I mean, I think, just La he clear, 1t's not

Like we were graovicing unlimited numbers of Javelins. We
were proyviding a very cel amount, and thare are a lof fewer
lavelins tnan there are Russian tanks.

50 1T wWwas a symbolic message to Russia anc also to the
Lkrainians that we swpport dkraine. And 1t was, L think, vou
know, every Russian tanker knew thal Lhose Javelins were
caming to Ukraine -- ar mavke were already in Ukraine -- and
1t gives them pause when they are given an ordsr.

20 I thouwght it was important that if This wWar beczne 3
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tank war aga’n, bDecause il §iin T right now, it Was important
that Ukrzine have them &t their dispoasal far that kind of
massive onslaught. But its primary import was the symbolic
message Lhal it sent.

Q Woere you satisfied Lnat the administration was
doing what was necessary te supporl Ukraine?

A In wnzl respechd

] In, vou know, helping them deter Russian
aggressian, Nelaing taem with foreigrn aid, fareign

assisbanmcn?

A Yeah,
Q kWas 1t encught
A 1 think tnat, vou know, I was the ambassador Lo

Ukra‘ne. so wou always want more, righty Sa [ think on Lhe
ronm-litary side, we aclually wWware sort af at czpacity in
terms of what the Ukrainisn government, Usrainiar Civil
socisly could gbsork,

T think on the other side, on the military securily
sige, I thirk we wWere still exploring ways that we could
provide additienal ass siance Lo Ukraine.

d Bul Lirings were woving in thg right dirgction, TI=
that & fair statement? Increasing?

A Cartatnly in the “nterzgercy.,  and, ves,
increasing.

0 Were you @ncouragec by that?
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| A Yes, I thought that was a posilive,

2 a Ang 50 were you plesses with the directian the

3 adminiatrzbion was heading with Ukraine policy?

4 A On tae afficial policy side everything seemed to be
5 in order.

fi § And en the unafficial side?

7 A Well, we had these olher itsues tnat were sanding

i perhaps & contradictory message Lo Lhe Ukrainians,

4 0 But oulsicde of Che Lutsenka and tne Giuliani?

] A Woll., I have to say that it was. wou Know, people
11 Wolld ask me, are you being recalled?

12 Are you speaking far the President? Cur country needs 3
15 Foprascntative, whether it's me or sorsbody else, Lhat speaks
14 for the administration.

|5 G That didn't -- you menlioned earliar this marning
16 tnet that didn't really take root urtil the fall of 2D18. Is
17 trat fair? Or dvd 1t start haospaning carlier?

18 A ot ==

|0 0 Yau had about Z vears, right, before Lhe Lutlsenko
20 a.lepatians really.

| A Yealh, 50 my understanding -- or oac of the things
22 IT'va heard, and maybe that's a rumor. s that ths tirst

23 areting, we actually heard this from one of Hr. Lulsenko's

24 deputies. that the first meeting between Mr, Lulsenko and

28 Mayar Giuliani was actually 12 June of 2018, Tharge was the
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Fele Sassions letcer. There was, you knod, as 1 now <now,

“he Fresident's concerns that sta-ted i the summer of 2018,
1 think that, you know, since there seems to he a back

channel. shzall we say, zelween Usrainizn ofticials and

Amarican oflficlals -- ¢r American people -- [ Lhink that
wWwhile I may nal have been in the leop, I think olhers were.
Q Backing up a 1ibttle 2lt, what wWwas VWice President

Bicen's role with Usraine policy, to your xnowledge?

A e Was --
Q Did ne have an afficial responsib: Litys
A Wall, he was the Vice Frasident, And he wWas the

ane who sast of lad the effort, an interagency effort an
Melping Usraine after 2014, the Maican (ph}, pulling our
aszistance togsther, pulling our policy together He wis
very active in terms of managing the relalianship with
Fraswident Parashenks and with the prime minister.

0 And yau may have mentioned this whsrn we were
speaking before lunch, but when did the issues relaled La
Burisma tirst get your attertion? Was CLhat as soon as yaou
arrived in country?

A Mot really. I Tirst begame gwWware of it whan I was
bhaing prepgared for ay Senate canfirmation hearings. So T'w
sure you're *amiliar with the concept of quesbions and
answers and variods other things.

fnd so there was one Lthere zbert Burisma, anc so, you
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krow, thati's when T first keard thaz word.

i Were there any other companies that were menlicned
i connection with Burismar

A I dan't recall.

Q fnd was it in the general sense of corruplion,
there was a cormpany ZesafE With Zorrupt?

A The way Lhe cuastion was phrased 1n th1s nodel QdA
Was, wWhal carn you fell us aboul Hunter Biden's, wou know,
being named to the boz-d of Burisma?

G Crnce wou arrived in count-y did the embassy stars®
brief wvou on issues relating to Burisma?

A Mo, it was -- it was not -- [ dorn't recall that
was brieled on that. EBut 1 was drinking from & Tire hose
whea I arcived. T mean, there were 2 lot of Ehings that were
Z01nE on., And as we spoke before, Burisma and tne Zlochevsky

CEs8 Was cormant. HWot closed, but dormant.
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BY FR. CASTCR:

a Was it the general understanding that Burisma was a
campany Surisma wis & corpany taat suffered from allegalions
of corrupblion?

A Yes.

0 And it's -- the head of Lhe company?

A Mr. Z2locheviky?

0 Yae, the Former minister.

A what sboul him?

q Thnat he had at various times besn under
invesligatbicn.

A YEs.

(K Ard wasz that characteristic of othrer oligarchs 1n
Ihe Ukraine, or was cthat speci®ic to hin?

A Weil. it 1s characteristic that there are --

Q Mre they atl undar 1avastigation? Do they all
batt.e al.egations of corruptian ar --

A They all battle allegatiors of corruption. Scme of
Lhiem are investigated. someé for cause, some because it's an
gasy wWay, =z we discussed DerTere, To put “orwe-d politicgl
pressure on your pelitical opponents. 50 yeah.

1] Did Burismz Cver Come up ‘n your meelings with
Lulsenkn?

bl I dor't bslieve 0. | %#an, to the 2est of my
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recollection, I con't think so,

0 S0 subsequently, wher Lutzenkno raitscd issues of
Buriama, Lhal cauvght wou Dy surpriser

A Yeah.

Q Dig Lutsenko ment on any other companies in his ==
vau know, ir his allegation that --

A I don't believe so,

A -- you know, NE was givern nsbruclion not to
invesligale?

A I con'L nelieve so.

Q Did anygne at the State Cepartment -- when you were
caming on board zs the new zmbassador, did anyore at the
State Department brief you zboul Lhis Lricky issusg, Chat
Funtzr Biden was on the board of this company and the campany
suffered from allegalions o carrupbion, and provide you
guidance?

& well, there was that L&A that I mentioned.

¥} But once you pecame the ambassador, did you have
gny dehrrefings with tne State Department thatb zlerled you Lo
this, what cculd be a tricky issuey?

A Mo, It was, 22 L mentioned, 7% just Wasn't a front
burner issue at the time.

it And did it ever Decome front burner?

A well, only when Mr, Sivlian® and Mr. Lubsenso kind

of ratsad 1t to what vou see noewW. Sta~ting with that Hill



inbaryids.,

K You talsed zbout the YVice President, Yide Fresident
Bider's acwocating far the removal of Skp<in, among ather
institutions. The IM- wes sdvocating for ais remaval, voo
mentioned, Cid Lhe == d1d anyone ever formally call for
Lutsen<a'= resignalion in the same public way, wWhether it wes

Thoe IME or --

A I don't believe 4.

Q Ceay. And can you accounl Tor why that 1s?  [8 "¢
becezuse Lutsenko wasn't guite as bad as Sho<in, or it Just
hadr't -- it hadn't reached the cramat-c climax there?

A Well, g5 T mentioned before, when you asked me this

guestion, I think that., yvou know, we ware hopeful in Lhea
seginming that we could have a really good wor<ing
relalionship wilh him.  He hagd chree gocals that ho wantocd 1o
pursur, and so, w2 wers hopeful in the beginrmirg, even thaush
Wo oWeren't ceeing Progress,

Anc taen, of

coadrse, 1L pol closer to Presicential
eleciinrs. 1L wWwas pretty clear that Mr. Zelensky wWwas going
Lo wirn, @hich he did.  And wWe were hopeful that B2 would
raplace Mr. Lutserko, which he nas done,

The athar thing I would say 15 bthat, you knoa, as I said
befare, you know, it's -- these ara -- to use your phrasc,

Lhese are neawvy 1iTts, and wou nesd to rEke sure that tThe

intermational community is speaking wilh ane woice and you




have to have a certain amount of leverage To do it, because
Mr. Lutssnks wWas a close -- 1 meen, not without contraversy,
but he had a c.ose Wworking relaticnsn-p wWith Presicent

Foroshenkn.

Q Whnen you called for the removal of Kholodnibsky in
March, cauld you -- and I <now I asked you this this morning,
and I gpolopgize for ssking you again, i7 you Think I am, but

could you just walk us through all the facts that you had
that Ted to your decision Lo call Tor his reroval, to the
cxbent you can ramewber Lhoem,

Obviously, this iz ear.ier tnis yocar, mary morths have
elapsed. osutf 17 wyaou could just wglx us throwgh the thought
process tnere, I think thal mighl e Felpful.

A Yean, We were very concerned thal Lhere was a
Lape, Whith he zcsnowledged was genuine, and that avervhody
would understand ance the o7 rcumstances were aut, wiere he is
coaching witnesses for how to avoid prosecution, et cetlera,
in anticerruption cases that, as I wunderstooc 1t, were in
frort of 2oth NABU and his office.

That s=semed to us -- not just to wus bul to the entire
internetionel <emmunity and any Jkrainian that wes caying
attention, to be beyonc the pale. 1 mesn, this 15 a8 man who
was pul 0 his pasition Lo Tighbt carruption, and yet Lhere he
is on tape coaching wilnesses how to obstruct justice.

Ard 50 there Was 3 process thet the Ukrainian Governmant
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Wwent through, Hr, Lutsenka, in the end, mades a decis-an
that, ¥au knsW, he was not going to remowve Hr. Kholodnits<y.
And T would say that it really wundermined the credibility of
the sperial anticarruplion prosecutor when you hawve the guy
who's there gt the top nol holcing true to the mission of

that office.

2 Was Lhere any blow-back to your cgll Tor rerowval?
A ¥Yes. There was -- there wWas a Lot of critigism.
Q on which different fronis?

A Well. the -- HKAglednitsky nimself, as you oun
imagine, wWas nobt happy with that. There were -- you know,
therz Wasz other c-itic’sm in kind of pro-Poroshenks,
pro-adrinistration med-a znc so Torth,

Civil society, ethars whe, vou Know, perhaps a-e mare
ganuing “n their ded<ires 1o transform Ukraine, were wory
Mappy. 5o, you knad, as always, in any controversy, thare's
Lwo Sices .

[ And wour decision T <all for the removal, was Lhal
something that was the praduct of just pecple ¢n -- wvou know,
L.5. afficials in country, or was thab scmelhing you
spotalized with Washington before you did 127

A [ believe -- waud krow, ['m forgetting now, zZut T
believe I sociolizeo 74 with Washirgten. If I didn't,
somebady else drd,

a And was it more of a heads-up or 5 Lhel something




| Bl

B

Fraseld

14
13
16

17

18

you need te get authorization Tor?

& I think i7 w&s more of a headz-up.
Q But nobody sxpressed any conoerns?
o Mo .

MHE. LCARTOR: I want to pivol to Mr, feloin.

Tuenby-twa minttes,

ME. ZELDIN: Ambassador, g0 ng 2ecs To page & o your
apentng statemsnt this morning. we discussed the bullst
slarting with "as far events curing my tencre n Ukraine.™
Aad thore was a2 brief discuss-on te follow n guestion and
answer With regargs to which ¢ases you did, in Tact, end up
asking the government to refratn from Tnvestigating or
prosecutirg, ang Che MABRL caszc was the orly specific case
that was re‘erenced in that Q&A this morning.

s, YOVAHONITOH: Ard i I may just correct bhe record,
that T think what I s&id is there wss & discussion, 1 don't
believe | have ever s1d, wou know, don't prosecute this
individual., But what T did say i< Cthal il's important to do
these things according to the rule of law and not on 2
pelitically motivated Dasis.

A, ZELDIK: Do wou recall Mow many fases you discussed
with Ukraine?

M5, YOVANCVITCH: HNa.

MR. ZELDIH: Wss the MABU -- can you gZiwe us an

gstimate? I mear, are we talking sbout 3, 20, 50, 1407
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MS, YOVANONITCH: Honestly, I don't knmow. And &s T Lold
your colleague, the -- most af the relationship Wittt any <f
these law enforcement offices was nol -- that's not what I
did. There were others in the embassy, whether i1 was Lhe
FEI, whather it was other SlLalte Department officers, ather
agrncies.  They were the ones wio handled Those
rolationskips.

MR, ZELDIN: But in adgitfon ta the NARU case, did you
discuss ary other individual ceses wilkh U<raine?

M&. YOVANOVITCH: ‘Yeah. probahly.

ME. ZELDIM: And can you estimate? Are w2 Calking about
Five or are we talking about 55,0007 Can yoL £ive Us some
cerspeclive as to how many indiwvidual cases you discussed
with Lkraing?

MS, YOVAMOVITCH: ‘Well, 1t certainly isn't 5,000, 1
wish there were thet many <ases o1 anticorrugpticen i UKraine.
Eut henestily, I don't know, and I ¢on'l want o mislead vou.

H3. PCLDIY: But the nuaber 15 mare than ane, but you
can't tell us anythirpg beyand that?

NS . YOWANOVITCH; Yes, that is cerrect.

MR. ZELDIM:. And when you would discuss individual cases
with Ukraine, bow would you reference the casce in your
conversation? Earlier, tnere wmas back-and-forzh whare you
chatad that there was -- wou don't recall aver di1sCuss'ng an

entity and you only recall discussing a name ance. 50 hawe
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would yvou refersnce the case in your canversation with
Deratme 1T you weren't referencing 1t oy entity ar name?

M5, YOVANOVITCH:. Well, garlier, What we wWere
soeciTically Lalking aboul was the allegalions aga'nst me,
taat I was giving instructions not to prosccute, righty 5o
wi1en you asked the guestion, wou Wwere asking did we tslx
doout cases. That's a different set of circumstances,

MR, ZELDIN: Qkay. Z'm asking how many <8325,
individual <ases dic yvou speak to U<raine about?y The only
antswar JT've heen able to pet =so far s that the answer i
mare Than ane. You can't recall avar reTerencing ent " t1es °'n
that conversatian, and you anly recall referencing a name
once, 5o I'nm asking, in that conversation with Ukraine about
individual caszes, how did you refergnce the case if you
Wweren't referr-ng to erntity or name?

M2, YONMANOVWITOH: T mean, T'm sorry, I don’l -- T can'l
answer your guestion, [ don't know,

MK . ZELOIM: C1d wou wuse case numbers?  Did vou -- was
there code? How did you reference these dindividual -- how
cid you have a conversation with Ukraine azout an individual
case, not referencing name or entity?

ME. O YOVAROVWITCE: L mean. I -- ask me again. I just
don't kKnow what wvou're trying to get at.

MR, ZELDTN; 0Okay., You stated that you spoke to Ukraine

about individual cases of corrugtion.  You =tetec thatb you
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spoxe to (hewr about more tham ore case., but you don't knos
how many cases. Hom did you engige 'n 8 Sonversation «ilh
Ukraine on -- how did you referance an individual case with
dkraine if you weren t referencing entily or name?

MS. YOWANOVITCH: So here’'s the thing: I know that we
spent & lot o today talking about anticorruption cases,
Taal's nol the whole universs oul there. 5o when [ spoks Lo
you Bboul Mr. Sytnyk ir that respect, I mean, thal is what 1
recall 1n that sphere, bul I know there were othes arcas,
Arid how would we have reflerred to 1t? Certainly not by case
number, I'w 7ot in the weeds like thal. but 2y somebody's
nare. But --

MR. ZELDIH: How many carruplion cases -- aside from
WABU, dic you spesk to Ukraine about other corruation Casesy

M, YOWANOVITCH: ‘Well. at this point, T only recall
that -- vou know, and in thi1s context where you are asking me
whekher -- or one of you Wwas asking me whether I told seaple
nat to prosecute, rignld 5S¢, in that context, what I recall
AeW 15 the ceonversation with regard to Mr. Sytnyk.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay. But just to clarify so that there's
ne wisuncerstanding, my gueslion 'S, how rany individual
cases gid you spesk to Ukraine about related t¢ corruption?
Is your answer pne, ar 1S your answer more than ore?

45, YOVANDVITOH: You know, AT A% point, I can't

recall anyzhing else.




MRE. ZELDIM: To clarify one other thing aboul wour
opening statoment. turning to page 7, The mext oullet atier
the one that we were just discussing, there’'s a senlerce Chat
said: I have hegrd the alliegation 17 the media thal T
suppasedly told Lhe ewnbassy leam Lo 1gnaore Che Presidont's
orders, guote, "since he was going 1o he dspeached.” That
allagation "5 false,

Just to clarify. s0 we underszand the wording ot your
opaning =tatement. when vou say, "tnat allegabion is Talse, ”
15 that speciftically with regards to that guols, ar arc vou
saying thal vou rever told fhe embassy team fte gnore the
Presidenl’s arders?

M2, YOVABMCWITCH: Both. [ never told anvbody in the
ertassy o anyplace else ta Tgrore the President's orcers.
That would be Wrong.

MR. ZELZIWN: Trat's why I'm &sking the guestion, jusl so
We'~"e on the same page. GO0 ahead.

MR, ROBATMNS5: She hadr®l [ini<hed her znswer. Are wyou
dane?

M. YONMBNCWITCH: Yeah. I just I gues: alsc wantec o
say that [ certainly never safd that the Presigent Was geirg
ta be dmpeached, because T didn't believe that at the tine, I
mean, ¥ow =now, when T was still in Ukraine.

MR . ZELCIN: Trank you. I wented to understand what you

Were saying Wwhen you said the allegatian i3 false, td make
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SLTE you Weren't specifically just referring 1o your guote
and you mece. in Tact., ta.kKing aboul

M5. YOVANO¥ITCH: Thank you for clarifying.

MR. ZELDIM: Have you read the July 25th transcript aof
the call beineen Bresicent Trump and President Zelensky?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Yes.

MR. ZELDIM: And di¢ you reas what Fresident Zelencky
hat¢ to say about you!

M5, YOVANCVITCH: Yes,

MR. ZELDIN: ‘hen did you first meet President Zelensky?

H5. YOVANOVITCH: In Septenber of 2018.

ME. 7CLDIN: And how would you characterize your
relationship &ilh Presicent Zclersicy?

HS. YOVANOVTITCH: T mean, 1 didn't meet him often enough
to nave. you know, kxind of 4 relatioeaship, sut I thougat that
we were of ¥ to 3 good start. I met with him for over an hour
an tar 20th aof April, the day befere the final round af
Presidartial elections,

All of usz thought that Lhal was a really positive sigr
af, you know, Ucrainian -- the new adainistration's, becsuse
WE wWere pretiy sure he was going 10 Win, interest in 2 Strong
relationship with the United States. &nd so I thouzat it was
a gretiy good relztionshia.

MR. ZELDIM: 5o President Zelensky. as you know. 1n the

transcript didr't have some n1¢e TRINES 0 say about you. FKe
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referrad to you as, guote, "& bad ambassador.” This is going
te b= hard te hear, but in order to 2s% the guestion., Guaote:
Her attitude towards me was far Trom Lhe besl, 25 she admired
the previous Fresident and sh2 wWas on his side,  She would
net accept me as a new Presidenl well encugn,

!5 there anything ir vour inleraclions with Fresident
Zelens<y directly that you regcall that would support that
statement of Fresident Zelensky?

M5, YOVANOWITCH: Mo, 1 was wery surprised by that
statemant.

3. ZELDIN: Do you kEnow whers Presidenl ZelenskyY Torned
his apinfon about your loyalty to the prior ambassador, yaur
sttitude todards Presidart lelensky, <alling vou 3 bad
ambassadar? Do you know where President Zelensky got that
from?

H5 . YOVANOVITZA: I have ro Tdea.

HR. ZELDIN: And how would wou charzcterize your
relationship with Foroshenko?

45, YOVANOVITCH: Cemplicated.

H7, TELDIK: D7d you get along with nim? ‘Was it
cordial, adversarial?

15, YOVANOVITCH: It was cordial., but T Lhink he
belisved that 1 was insufficiently supportive. that T -- T

and the embzssy Talked too mucn about the things that still

reeded to be done without giving proper credit With the
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things Lnat hag¢ bean dgne ant had been accamplished,

MR, FFLEBTH: How would vou charackerize your
ralationship with former Wice Fresident S den?

M. YOWAMNCWITCH: 1 meen, ['we mel him, I don't knowW, &
handful of Limes over, you Know, the years that T've been in
goOVErnment service.

MR, ZELDIN: What was the closesl bhat you'wve worked
with Vice Presidant Biden? What pos:tion? When?  Waen dic
yal fave tThat appartunily Lo inte act with htm The mest?

MS. YOVANIVITCH:  FPrabably when I was znbessador to
Jkraire in the wan ng days of the Qbamz adminislration, where
thare -- T only mat bim once in that period of Lime in
Taayary of 2017, Ris lasl Ltrip o Ukraine,

But tners werz phone €alls between farmer Yice President
Biden ano the Prime Airister ang the Fresidend, and so [hers
would be preparatory cells fo, you know, gel him oup to speed
or the issues, and then we would often bo on the lire as
Well.

MR, ZELDIN: Earlier, you were asked ahowl Burisma and
Hunte- %iden. VYice Mresident 2iden was Lhe ooinl man for
Felationshios betweer Lhe Qhamz adainistration and Ukraing,
Were you awWare at that time of Hunter 37den's role with
Jurismay

Ma, ¥OWANDVITCH: Yes. As [ mentionec, T bhecame aware

sur<ng the GEA in the pres Tar my Lestimony,
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MR. ZELDIKN: WMere you sware of just how much maney
Hunter Biden was getting paid gy Burismad

H5. YOVANOVITCH: Mo, I wasn't awsre of Lhat.

MR, ZELDIN: Did you Know that he was getting patd by
Gurisma?

M5, YOVANOYITCH: I can’'t say that as a Tact, bub I
2isumed he was.

Hi. ZELDIN: You hawve -- you now knoW that Hunter Biden
was getting paid money from Burisma for his posilion?

5. YOVANOVITCH: Yes, according to the news reparts.

H3. ZELDIN: BuL Wf"le you wers sesving with Yice
Fresident Biden, vou were not aware of. at anv poinft, Huntar
Biden betng paid tor that positiond

H5. YOVANOVITCH: Well, as I szid, 1 assumed he wWas

since 7T 15, you krow, corporgte precbice Lhal you pay board

membsrs, but this wes not, &5 we discussed earlier -- Burisma
Wasn'l a hig fssue in tha 721l ot 201& -- i0la, when I
Brrived,

15, LELDIK: When you state that Burisma, the
investigation was dormant, if I understand vour testimany at
Lhe beginning of Lbhe day, wou zase that woerd Tror press
reperts thal you ~ezd?

15, YOVANONVITCH:  Yeah, gut 1 think there was alsa --
you know, I think there was other -- other information, and

gor' U oracal’l exacbly wnat. But the imarassion that I had was
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that 1t wWwasn't closed because 1L was convenient to -- -t was
a corvenient laver t3 put préssure on Burismz or Lhe owner of
the company.

ME. FELDTN: Whal's your sgurc¢e cutside of press
reJortss

MS. YOVANOVITCH: [ doa't rezall.

MR. ZELRIM: 1Is it possible tna: you didn'lL == I'm
tryiag to understand, because -- I'm Lrying Lo understand
your lestimony, because egrlier in Lhe day you sa2id that,
baset an press reports, vour understandinfg was that i1 was
dormant. You ray have had add'tienal fnformation it was
dormant. o~ vou don t kKnow?

MS. YOVAHDVITCE: Yes. Ard all © can tell you is it was
a long time 2go and 1t Just #AEsn't 2 big issue

MR. ZELBIM: 50 T just want to urderstand your posiCion.
Obviously. you knrew that Burisma was dormant, based on press
rapprts,  That was wnat you stated earller.

M5, YOWANOVITCH: Uh-huh.

MR. ZELDIN: Bul you're saying that you may have had
aother informztion, bur you don't recall Lhal now?

M5, YOVANCVITCH: I may have hao other information. but
1 don't recall now I nEd that I1mpreéssi1on that it was being
used as 2 lever to turn the pre<sure o and off. Havbe thal,
too, c2ne from the press. ar maybe L was, you knoW, somcoody

who told me that. I just don't recall,
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MH. FELOIM: Are you awzre of a May 4th, 2015, letter
sent to Lutsenko fram three Senate Democrats, Menerdez,
Leahy, and Curbir?

M5, YOWVANOVWITCH: 20187

MR, FELCIW: HMay 4Llh o7 ZQ187

M5, YOWANOVITCH:  Can wou refresh my memorys

ME., ZELCLIM. Fay 4th, 2018, there was a letter sont to
the prosecutar general from three Derocratic Merbers af the
United States Zenate: Rebert Mengrdez, Fatrick Leshy,. and
Richard Zurzin.

THE CHAIRMAMN: Mr, Zeldin, can you show Fer Che leller?

MR. ZELDIN: Yas, We can enter it into ar exhibit if we
Waht T2 maks a <opy 17 We want £o Zauze the fme,

THE CHATRMAM: Do yaou have only the ane coay?

MRE. fELOIN: [ would b2 happy if there's a Wway to make a
copy, wWe Can Torrally enter it inte as an exh-bit.

o we 11 come bhack to the question with regards o May
4, 2018, I'm going to turn it over to Mr. Jordan

MR. JCRDAN: Ambassadoer, s in your testimeny oh page 4,
vou Lalk abaul bwa wzrs, Lhe war wilh Russia and, ol course,
the war o0 corruglian, @hich we've talked a Tat about foday.
I just want to make sure I sot everything straight from the
Tirst Aodr with questicning Trom, I believe, MNr. waldman and
maybe Mr, Castor,

50 Snakin and Poreshenxs asre good friends, You said




LR

I they were godTather to sach other's ch- ldren.

2 HS. YOVAROVITCH: Yes.

3 MR. JORCAN: Right?

4 A5, YOVAKOYITCH: VYes.

3 MR. JORDAM: And Mr. Shokin 15 a bad guy. Everyone, I
& think you sa*d that pretty much the whole darr world wanted
7 him *ired. 1Is that right?

) M5, YOVANCVWITCH: Yes. And Just Lo recall, that was

5 before I arrived.

1o MR. -OR2AN: But then the guy they réplaced him with is
11 alse a Triend of Mr. -- of the President., right?

I2 H5. YOVANCYITCH: 1T don'l know (I they re friends in the
I s27e way, but they've certainly, you know. been political

14 allies tor a great many years, on and o*f.

13 H2. JORDAN: T think you said in the tirst hour this

16 merning, you said Mr. Lutsenke Is cul ‘rom the sane cloth 3s
17 Mr. Shoc<in. Is that right?

I8 M5, YOVANQVITCH: Yes,

19 MR. JORDAN: And you'wve irdicatiec here several tirmes

20 that Mr. Lutsenke is not Lhe Kind of prosscutor me #Hant when
21 vou're dealing with a war on cerruptlen.

22 HS. YOYANDYITCH: That's certainly my apinicr

23 HE. JCRDAN: 1In your testimony, your writtier testimony,
24 you said that in aligarch-domiraled Ukralne, wiere corrupticn

25 13 not just prevalent, it s the system -- sp this is Llike
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this is as important 25 it gets. 5o the one bDad guy goes.
the other bad goy comes in, and Mr. Poroshenko is the guy

resporsible for both of these bac guys being the tocp guy to

deal with corruptian. Is that fair?

FS. YOVANIVITCH: Uh-huh,

MR. JCRDAN: Then, as Hr. Zeldin irdicated --

THE CHAIRMAN: 1I'm scrry, Can ¥ou Just say ¥es or nef

M5, YOWANIDVITCH: Yes,

MR. JORDAN: As Mr. Zeldin “ndicated -- ch, in your
szatement then on the same page. you s3i1c: In the 20135
Presidential election, you got Lhis reformer coming aiong &ho
has made ending corruptien his number one prierity. See that
or 28ge £, middls of page 47

FS. YCVARIWITCH: Uh-huh.

KR. JORDAN: Ang that's referring to current President
Zelersky. Is that right?

K5. YOVANOVITCH: That's carrect,

WR. JORDAN: So this is like this 1s what you wanti, this
15 tAe guy. Yau got Faroshenko, who had Shokin, wha's Bad,
Lutsenko he replaced hie wilh, who's Just as bad, cut Trom
t1e same cloth. And now you g2t a guy elected Wwio is as good
as it gets, right?

MS5. YOVAMOVITCH: Well, let me just recast that, if
pocssible, and T 3y counsel allows. 50 just as I don't

believe Ukrainians should ke interfering in our elections, 1
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don't think Americans should be interfering 'n Ukrainian
electicns.

ME. JCRDAM: I'm not askng that. ['m just sayving --
I'm just looking abt what you said. You safd. this guy
felensky's number one priority, what he ran the enlire
Campa’gn on wWas erding carrustion Fair enough?

M5, YOVANCWITCH: That's what he said, but let me just
tell you, sssuming [ can say Lhls, what my advice wes to Lhe
Stale Department, that we don't -- yau khoW. we can't really
make -- Lhere were aany people very comforlabie with
K¥r. Porostenko. But we don't rave either the sull nor shauld
we 1y to dndicate in any way thal we have favorites. number
| 1

Surber two, all thrac of the too candidates -- thara Was
also Yuliye Timoshenke, who you probabdly know., ALL three o7
the tep candicates are flaweZ In S0M€ wWay., &5, YOou Enaw,
frankly, all of us are. But we could probably work with each
af Lhem.  And that what we rneed to do in Lhe preelectoral
pariod ‘s to -- somehody, I thing you ssked, you know, how do
we do that outreach during campalgns and everything.

We reed tc keep those lines open so that whoever wins.
we will be adle to g2t 1n through the door and sLarl
advancing our -- continuing our advances, if 11 was
Poroshenke, of the acvance of U.5. interesis, or start

advarc irg those interests with new partners. 5o that's what
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was the most important thing. 5o we didn’C have a dog 10
that frght. I just want to make that clcar,

ME. JCRDAM: I'm not asking that. I m just saying., this
guy comcs along, runs a campaigr base, or your testimony.
your written testimony., that his number one focus was tealing
with corruption. and he wins overwhelmingly., 5c he wins, he
gels elecled, and yel, when ne's having & call with the
President of the United States, he says he's glad you're
being recallec.

Ard T'm wondering, 11ke, how does that happen? The guy
who i5 all sbeut dealing witk anticorruption and focused on
that wno wWirs @ wajor cverwhelming win, Frow does he fara Lhat
judgaert if that has bzen the entire focLs and, 25 you say.
an actual war that goes on in his country dealing with
corruption?

MS., YOVANOYITCE: [ don't know. As 1 told you before.
evoeryvbody hefoere, T was very surprised, because I thoughi we
Fad a pood beginning to a good relationship,

MR. JCRDAN: But I think you satd to Mr. Goldman, you
thought he was responding to what Presidenl Trump said to him
when he said that you were bad news, Is lnal -- you said
that earl-ar?

MS. YOWANOVITCE: I think there's a cestain element to
that.

MR. JORDAH: But ke didn't juslt == it sSeews to me iT he




(S

L

LFY ]

was responding that way, he would say. okay. Mr. Fresident, 1
agree with you. but e didn' t S8y that. k¢ said. she admired
the previous Pres dent and was on his sfde. And you just
tald me you don't do that.

So I'm wendering how the current Presfdent of Ukraine
felt that you were on the side of Mr, Foroshenkeo and =szic
LEis Lo the President of the Unlted 5tates.

M5, ¥YOVYANOWITCH: I have no idea, because I Lhink if you
ask Fresident Poroshernks, he wauld not agree with that
statement.

THE CHATRMAN: The time is expired. woulc you like to
take a Little breek?

FR. ROBEIHS: Thatk wou

THE CHAIEHAN: %Why don't we take about a 5- or lG-minute
Breas.

[lecess. ]

THE CHAIRMAN: Okay, 1elL'Ss go Back on the record,

I just had a couple Tollew-up guestiens and then I wWant
to pass it over Lo Mr., Mitchell.

Ky colleague in the minority asked you 3T nTficial
policy tomards the Ugraine was, in your view, gooc policy.
and T think you szid that 11 was. [Is that rigat?

M5, YOVANDWITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAM: Ard. indeez, you Were the spokesperson

far Lhat officizl policy?




| M5, YOMAMCWITCH:  Yes.

2 IHE CHRALRMAN: T think what you'we described, Chough, 15
3 Lhe problem wasn®t the official policy. The problem was the
4 urafTicial or bhack channel oeing exscuted by Mr., Glulians.

5 his associates, and possibly others Was Lhab the issuea?

fi MS. YOVANDWITCH: Yes., It complicated things.

7 THE CHAIRMAM:; And it complicated taings, not the least
o in part because the message you were advocating, as the

a representalive af the United States, was, Ukrainz, you should
f bz fighting corruption; znc here you NHad people THaT Ware

11 patentially engaging inm corrupticon, advocal ng through a back
12 channel to the White House!

13 K5, YOWANOWITCH: S0 when we say “peopgle,” ara we

14 telk ng about Ukrainien peoplo?

15 THE CHAIEMAM: Well, 1t may “nvolve Usrainian people,

10 but 1f the policy of the United Stazes is not to Se engaging
17 in pelitical prosecuticns or golitical invesligaiions, and

13 you nave 2 lawyer for the President adweocating wilh Ukrainian
|G p*ficials to da exactly thal. Lo engage in golitical

20 inwastigations and proscculians, didn't that run direczly

2l contrary to UJ.5, policy and an anticorruplion message?

22 ES5. YOVANIVITCH: I believe 3t did.

23 THE CHAIRMAN: 1 also wWanted to zsk you. Mr, Zeldin read
2d vou & porlian af Che call record in wWhich he quoted the call

22 record as saying, referring to you!  der attitude ltawards me
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was far from the fes:, a< <hé admireéd the previous President,
et ceterz. Mr. feldin didn't read you thne lire immediately
pefore that, so let me read that le you. President Zelersky
says: It was great that you were the first ore whao told me
t1a8t she was a bzo ambassador, Decause I agree with you 104
perceant.

Maw, tn you know Wwhethor Frasicent Zelensky is refarring
to the facl thnat the President hag Brought you up ir the
cenversation first, or whether the President nad brought you
up Il a prior conversation?

H:. YOVAROVITCH: T dan't Know I had assumed it was
the April 2Z1st phone call, that first ochone call. because
that, to my knowledgz, 5 the only time == other I xe [hat
they talked. But you're right, T eran, maybe it could be
earlias ir this Lranscripzt.

IHE CHALRMAM: Da you xnow whether part at the reasan
yoL didn't get a readout of cthe first call may hawe 1nvolved
Lhe ?resident bashing wou in the (irst call?

M5, YOMANQVITCH: It's passidla.

HE CHAIRMAN: HNow. Presicent Zelenscy desperately
wanLed a weeting wWith the Fresidest at the Wh' le House,
didn't he?

HS. YOVANCWITOH: Yes.

TEFE CHAIRFAH: And that kind of a meeting 15 rsoriant

fegr @ new President to show they nave a relatfonship with the
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b.5. Fresident?

H5. YOVANOVITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ard this is at a time in which Ukraine is
militarily dependent on the Unitted States?

M, YOVAMDWITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAK: Economically deperndent on the Untterd
statesr

FS. YOVANOVITCH: e a certsin exLlenl, yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Diplomatically dependent an the United
States?

F5, YOWANIVITCH: We are thc most important partner for
Ukraine.

THE CHAIRMAN: And bocause we're Lhe most 1mportant
partner for Lkraine, the President 13 Lhe most important
person in that partnership with the Urited states?

M5. YOVWANOVITCH: Yes,

THE CHAIRMAN: %o maintaining, estahlishing a
relationship is really important to this new “resicenld
felensky?

MS. YOWAMOVITCH: Critdical,

THE THAIRMAN: And does Presidert Zoelensky, therefure,
in this converzaticn, have an incentive to agres with the
President?

MS. YOMANOVITCH: Yes, T Lhink so,

THE CHAIRMAN: And {1f ne believes that the President
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doesr't like the forrsr L.5, 8mbassadar to the Lkraine, does
it make sense tor him to express his agreement with the
“resident?

MS, YOVANOVITCH: Yeah, absolutely, especially since T
was zlready gone,

THE CHAIRMAM: Anc priar Lo this call, there had besr an
affors Lo gel Ukraine te initiate Two “nvestigabions Lozl
would be pol-ticelly bereficial to the Prestdent, one
involying the 2016 glection and one irwvelving Lhe Bidens. Is
Lrat right?

M5, YOVANCWITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAM: And those efforts vou now can tell us
irvolved Rudy Giuliani ard some ot his associalesy

M5, YOVYANOWITCH: 5o wes. I think that's truce.  Yes,

THL CHAIRMAM: Fy colleagus Will ask you mora guestions
about tnis, Dut at Lhe Cime that This was géing on -- and
rest of our gugstions to you have hszen whal you knew 3t 1he
Liwe Lhat this was going on when you were Lhe anbassader.

You now krow @ lot more has com@ oul since and text messages
and whatrot.

Generally, what can vou Tell us now, Llooking back on
what was golng on that you only dimly understood, what car
yoLU tell us now that was going on in the rur-up to this callt

M5. YOVAWNOWITCH: I -- I mwean, I don't have -- I mean,

since T wasn't Lhere, L mean, I Left May 20th, and this -- of
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course, this phone call took gplace 2 months later. 30 1 -- 1
cén t actually really tell you beyond what 1've seen o7 ths
texts back ang Torth and so ferth Lhal. you know. Lhis
investigarion unearthed.

THE CHAIRMANH: Hod., when you got resalled as amdassator,
were you replaced as ambassador?

45, YOVANOVITCH: 8411 Taylar, Ambassasar Bill Taylor
wenl out as Charge.

ITHE CHAIEEAM: And what was Ambassacor Sondland's roled

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Awbassador Sondlang is, of course, our
amnpassador to the EU, =nd he took & special irterest in
Jkraine and Georgia 1 know. 1 don't know Whether Fe Toak on
¢ther countries.

THE CHAIRMAN: And had he taken on that “nterest while
you wWere still there or that happened after you lett?

M5, YOVANDVITCH: TIL started while I was still there.
And he came in Feoruary. He and Armbassador Volker sort of
put tegether a delegalion of EU tmportianl Tigures Lo cone lo
Ddessa, Ukraine, when we had 8 ship visit, And so. thet was
actually 3 really good init ative to show the U.5. and Europe
Logether supporting Ukraine. This, as you will recall, was
sevaral months afCer tha Russlans selzed three ships and Che
21 sailors.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Mitchell.

BY H3. RMITCHELL:
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q Good afternoon.

A Hi.

Q You testified earlier that the firsl Lime you
becane awarc of the May 2018 leLier from than-Congressman
Sessions was the Tollowing year In approximztely lats March
of 201%. as a result of the John S¢lomen article in The Hill,
[& that correct?

A That 1= correct,

MR, HECK: ™Mr. Mitchell, please pull the aic <loser.

BY MR, MITCHELL:

0 Are you aware of the reporling that Hr. Parnas and
Mr. Fruman. who we've discussed earlier a-p associztes of
Hr. Giuliani, had dinner with Congressman Sessions theo day

that that letter wmas sent?

A Well, I've become aware aof reporting tc that erfect
recantly.
G And you testified earlier that you learned from, I

Belreve, d depuby of Hr.o Lutsense (Ra&E theér2 were rumors that

Mr. Giluliani had met wWwith Mr, Lutsenko sametime in the summar

of 1018. Is that correcr?
A Yes.
Q That's around the same time that Lorgressran

Ltessions sent this letter atou: you?
A Yes,

1] ¥aou alss testirtied earlier todey aboul a meeting
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that you hac, I balieve, with Hr. G'uliani 'n approximately

June of 2017. Is that right?

A Lh-fhuh.
Q In connection with the Wictor Pinchuk =oundatian?
&, Ve

Q And you irdicated obviously. Mr. Giuliani wWas there

and you were theres

A Yes.
0 Mas Mr. Poroshendo tnere as well’
A Mo,

[Majority Exhibit ho. 1
w25 marked for identification.]
BY HR. RITCFELL:

Q I'm going to hand you a press release from tae
Pi‘nchuk fund. I'm going Lu mark L as Majority Exhio=t No.
1. Take your time readirg i1, ma'ar, but T'm go'ng toc direct
your gttention to the very last paragraph.

A [Witness reviewsd the document.]

0 S0 I'm going to direct your altenliaon TO The very
last paragragch. This is a goint that I think we can quickly
dispatch with. It says: Besides giving the lecture, Rudy

fulfani eret with the President of Ukraine. Fetro Poroshenko.
the Prime Kinister, the Kyiv mayor. a5 wWell as Proseculor
Genera® of Ukraine, Yuriy Lutsenko. Do you sce that?

A Yes, 1 do.




i

L

11

{ ] kJ
— |

I~
b-a

21

Q Were yoL part aof that meaeling?

A N,

Q Were you aware that Hr. Giulizni met with
Fr, Lutsenks in cannectian with this Viclor Finchuk
Foundations

A I dan't think 1 Knaw that.

Q Have you sean the indictment against Mr. Farnas.
Mr. Fruren, and athers that was unsealed yvesterday, I celleve
il wWas?

A, I haven t read it, but I've read azout 1t.

(Maiarity Exhibit Ha, 2
was marked for idenr fication.]
BT MR. MITCHELL:

0 T'm gaing to hand you Majority Exhibit No. 2, and,
2gz2in, I'm going to direct you to particulas spots n The
inrdictmant. L'm gaing to start tae bottom of page 7.
FParagransh 17, are you There?

M Yes.

0 I =zays n the middle: These contributians wera
mzce for the surpase at fetting irfluence with pnliticians so
as to advance Lheir own personal “inancTal interests and the
political anterests aof Uk-ainian Government afficials,

A I'm gsorry, Wwhers are you resding?

0 Aage 7, paragraph 17

=

Qeay, T'm wilh you nowW.
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1 K. Z0BEINS: You re starting in Lhe mddle of a

I3

SEntence.

Fr. MITCHELL: Correcl,

LFH]

g BY MR. MITCHELL:

5 g I'lL start at the beginring: Much as with the

i contribulicns describes above, these contributians were made
) Tor the pJurpese of gzining influence with goliticians so as

A fto advance their own personal tinancial interests and the

o political interests of Ukrainian Gaverrmment officizls,

[0 including at L2ast one Ukrainitan Gavermment aofficial with

11 whom Lhey Were Working.

12 Bo vou know wha the Ukrainian Government ofticizls with
I3 wham they were wWworkingy

B A Mo .

|5 0 Or gpage 8, the following pege, the paragragh in che
G middle, it's peragraph rumber 1. Tt says: Al and araund the
17 same time Parnas and Fruman conmitted to reising those Tunds
| & for Congressman 1, Parpac met with Cangressman 1 and sought
< Congressman 1's assistance in causing the U.5, Governmenl Lo
) remove of racall the then U.5. Ambzssador to Ukraine, the

2] ambassador. Do wou understénd that re*srence to be to vou?
22 A I deo.

23 i Ard then the next sentence says:  Parnds' eIiTorls
2 T0 remove the ambassador were conducted, at leasl in part, at

25 the request of ore ar more Ukratnian LGovernment officials.
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| Do you know whao Lhose one ar moqe Ukrainian Goverrment

2 afficigls are?

3 A, No.

4 0 What was your reaclian when you First saw thesc

5 allegations corcerning vaou in Lhis Indictment?

0 A Again, I mean, just feel shock.

7 2 Do you hawve any reasan to helieve that the

a Lkrainizn Gavernment officials referenced here could involve
o Mr. Lubsenknd

L A T think That would be a g&dd BUSSS.

1] 0 Mow, you testified sarlier, with regard to

12 Mr. Lutsenko. that the Burisma investigation was dormant --
I3 ard T might have wrilten this down incorrectly, bat I want to
14 make sure I hawve it carrect -- because 1t was usefu. to have
15 that hoolk I think i= what I wrote down. Do I have that

14 right?

17 A LCE

18 LW Whatl did you mean by thaty

19 A That because -- because Ukraine is not yet a rule
20 of law country, prosscutions are userd As leverags over pecpls
2l for -- to acguire Tunds, to get them to do cerzain thirgs or
22 whatever., #&nd s, if vouw have a <ase that 15 not completely
23 closad, it's always there as a wsy of keepirg somebody, as I
o said bhefore, an the 90ak. That wWas, you know, something Lhzl

25 I fad understood by that phrasa “dormant.’
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v, 2o it could keep Burisma on the hook?

A Yes.

Q IL could keep anyone invalved in Gurisma on the
hook?

i Uh-ruf.

i} You have to answar Yes or rfd.

A Yes Yes,
i Ang it could keep anyone inleresled in the

investigation on the hook?

A Whel do yvow acen by that?
Q 3017 Mr. Lutsenke, as 1 believe you are
suggesting -- correct me if I'm wrong -- had the Burisma

nvestigation in his back pockel, snd Lhal he had The
authority or the power to revive the “nvestigatior al will --
A Yes.
] -- be could wse that as a hank ta, or as leverage

gganst Burisma, correct!

A Yes.

0 Azainst people involveld wilh Burisma --

A Yes.

Q2 -- or people Wwho world actually want that

nvestigation to go forward?

A Uh-huh,
] Is thel correct?
i Yeash.
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Precident felencky had not sort of agreed, znd that he noted
taat, vou knod, 1T was Che previous administration Lhal wWas
resgonsible for some of these things and that he was going Lo
have hiz own prasecuto-.

C And what was your reaction to M-, Kent's recitation
6% tAe zubstanZe ot tAis call?

A My reacltion was that, yaod know, to ke frark, a
Little bil of dismay thal Fresident Trums had made tThose
reguests.  And I was happy that President Zelensky had
azparently not accedsc.

0 And, sgain, that was bDessd on information Lhal
Hr. Kent had provided to you and what you believed Lo be Lhe
truth at tha time?

A Vs,

g And singe then, vou'vae read a copy of the rough
transcrip: of that call?

A Yios .

a0 AnC it turns cut that FMr. Kent's recitstion was

naccurate al leasl in ore regard. I[s that right?

M Yeegh. T omean, T Lhink Chere's raam Tor
‘nterpretation, but yeah, I now heve a diffterant view,
a Anz deo you happen to have a copy of that call in

frant of youd now?
A Yes. This call, 1s that ahat yvou're tzlking sbout?

MR, COLCMAMN:  Yes, ILt"s marked as an axhibit,
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M5. YOVAHOVITCH: Mo, that's our copy.

HR. FITCHE.L: Let's go abtrad and mark it.

MR. ROBEIH:: You're not EOINE 10 mark aur capy.

MR, MITCHELL: HNeo. We'll go ahedd ane rark it as
exhinit Ne. 3.

[Majority Exhibil No. 3
was markad far fdentificatiaon.]
8Y MR. MITCHELL:

Q Prigr Lo me getting to tne text af Lhis call, what
was Mr. Keni's reaciion to the substance of Lhe call when you
had that initial discussion zboul L7

A So just to clar-fy. ne was nat on the call s¢ he |
HWAS EELLing. you ENdw, resdguts, 2T cetera. 1 Lthink he |
trought it was, you know, a relatively posibtive reaction from |
the UKraintar President, !

0 5a, in other words, the fact that Presigent E
Zelensky did not accede 1o this request by President Trumg
Wwas view2s positively by bath you ard Mr, Kenl?

A Yes.

(o] 1'11l take you to pege 2 of the call. And Pres- dent
Trumn at the bottom Says: Good, because I heard you had a2
prosecutor who was very good and he was shut down ard that's
really untair.

Be you know -- who do you believe Presidert Trump wis

talking about when he satd. ygd had a prosecutor mhn was veary
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ecod and was shut down?

A wWell, I don't Know, but I believe that it's
Mr. Lutsenko.

Q Mr. Lutsenko w2s still in office at the time of
Lhis <all, carrect?

A Vs

4, But had Mr. -- excuse me, President Zclensky
announced by the time of this call. Jfuly 25th, that
Mr. Lutsenko was going to ba rep.acaod’

A Yes, I believe he hac.

Q Do you hawve any apiricn a3 Lo why wou belisve Lhal
Frosident Trump would spesk positively sbout Mr, Lulscenso?

& l mean, the snly Thing 1 can ¢onclude 15 that he

nad been Lald good things about Mr, Lubtsenko.

0 By peaple wio had passibly met with Mr. Lutsenka?
A LR="un. Yes.
Q Like Mr. Giuliani?

A Most Tikely.

Q Do yau krow whethers anvone 17 the State Depart=ert
at the time had generally a positive wiew of Fr. Lutsenko?

A Well, vou know, it's hard te speak for everybody,
but certainly the people that I knew ¢ic not have a good
apiricr af Mr. Lutsenko.

Q For all the reasons that you testified about

garliery




A Uh-hun.

THE CHAIRMAH: Yes?
M5, YOVANOYITCH: Yes., Excuse me.
BY MR. MITCHELL:

Q S50 desoite Presidenl Trump § comrents to Zresident
felensky. weuldn't Hr. Lubsenko's remaval have been viswed
aositively by your coalleagues at the Department of State?

A Yes,

< On gage 2, going back a page, at the bottom, the
wery bollam, last sentence, 1t says: We are ready to
cantinug to cooperzate for Lhe next steps. Specifically. we
are alwost ready to buy mo e Javelins “rom the United Stares
for defense zurgoses. And that's Fresident Zelensky,
correcl?

M Yes.

g Ard you testified a 1ittle Bt earlrer about

Javelins being V.5.-made anti-lank wissiles. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q Made 2y Ravihaon?

A Yes.

2 If you «<now, did the Ukra'nians believe that it was

irparLant for ther to fave Javelins for their own cefense?
A ¥es, they thaught it was “Eporiart.
[H And were vou involved, wién yoU were arbassador Lo

Ukraine, zbout any discussioens invaelving araviding Javelins
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te the United States -- ar, e¥cuse me, to Ukraine?
A Yos .
a Aand I believe you testified earlier thst ywou were

=uppsritive of providing those. 1= that correct?

.9 Tas .

Q Becavse 1L was nal only a0 Ukraine's hosl
interests, but i1 was also in the best interests of the
Lnited 5tates as well for Wsrainians to have these anti-tank
missiles. [s that correcty

A I thought it strengthened the zilateral
relationship and senl 2 powsrful signdl of our supporlb Tor
Jkraine,

Q Thern immediately sfter Pregsidert Ielgnsky mentigns
the lavelins, on the top of page 3, President Trump mentions
Crowdiirike, arnd then he alsa says, The server, They say
Ukreine has it.

A Yeah,

0 Do you have any uncersianding of what Lhe Fresidend
Wes talking shout there?

A kell, I didn't at the time that I first reag Cais
SUSMESY, DUt oRvigusly. there has beern explanation in the
MERS,

0 fad what's yours understanaing?

A Well, that the server that was used to hack the DAC

WEs somehow in Ukraine or moved To Ukraine, controlled By ihe
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Dk~a*nians. The Ukrainians then gutl out sore sort of
disirfermation that 1t was Russia. And trat this is what the
President is refler-ing to that it's ‘mportart to ge=t to the
bottom of it.

] In that same paragraph he cortinues, and I'm not
starting at the bagirnning &7 the sentance. Zut he mentions
Robert Wueller and he says: They say a lot ef it started
With Uk-aine. Wnatever you can do, 1t's very imporiani Lhat
yau do it i1 that's possicle. Co you see that?

A Yes,

1] Do you have any urderstanding of what the President
is referring to there?

A I think 1t°'s the bel af trhat Ukraine was beskind
irterference in our 2016 elections.

Q And then President Trurmp rontiques at the top of
page 4, and ne mentiaors; The ather thing, Lhere’s & lot of
talk about Biden's fan, that Biden stopped the proseculion
and & lol o people want to find out about that, 5o whatewver
you can do with the Attorney General would be great. Biden
Went arourd bregfing that he stapped the prosecution, s¢ 6l
you can leok inta it. It sounds horrible te me. Do you sec
that:

A Yes.

Q And you Testifred earlier that your understanding

here is thal the President, President Truan, we: encourazing
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"resicent Zelensky Lo conduct an investigation involvong
Hunter Biden. s that correct?

A Thal's how | unde-stocd T

| And what was your reaction when vou saw this
transcript for the first time, and parcicularly, these
requests that we just went through by President Trusan?®

A Well, I was surprised and diseayad.

il And in vour exper-ence, do U, %, Presidents
tyoically ask foreipgn goverrmants Lo canduct particular
investigattans Like Lhe ones Chat are requested here, or are
Lhey just general requestis. such as fighZing corruption, for
example?

M I think generally -- genarally, lnere's preparztion
for phone calls znc there are talking soinbts Lhat are
prepared Tor the principal.  And obwicusly, 1L's Up to the
principal whether trhey choose to, you <now, keep Tt general.
ka2ep 1t more specitic, whatever the case might b2, But it's

uswally vetted and it's usually requests that would ke “n our

natienal security irterestcs, righty
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I [4:26 p.m.]
2 MR. MITCHELL: 42 eppeosed to the Presidert’'s persongl
) political inlerests?

d ML YOUWANOWTTCH:  Correcl.

5 MIE. HITCHELL: ‘Which is whel was happening con this call.
i I[s that correct?

7 MR. ROBRTWS: Again, she wzs not present for trmis cell.
a EHe was not the amagssador during this <all., ALL she can do
0 is dnterprel 1t as a reader after the fact, and T don's

I really think this is within the campass of her expertise,

11 BY M=. MITCHELL:

1% 0 well, based an your fecades of Experience,

12 gmbassadar, did you find this call and these reguests la be
14 aubtside of the norm?

15 A Ueually specific reguects on prosecutions and

14 investigations gaes through the Cepartment of Juslice LNrcugn
17 gur MLAT pracess.  That's the mutual legal assistence lreaty.
1% 0L Is it your understanding that that's what haopenad
1% herad

20 A Well, as far as -- as far as I know, no.

Zl W Alsp an page &, at tae top, "resident Trump sa“d,
2 “The former arbassacdor from the Unitad States, LRe wWoman, wWes
21 bad news anc the pecopls she was dealing with in the Ukraine
24 were pad news, S8 1 JUst wWart o ot you krow thatb.’

i Do you see Lhal?
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18 Yes.

] Whet was your reaction whan you saw that?

A Again, I hate to be repetitive, but I was shocked.
I mean, I wgs wery surprised that Presidant Trump would --
First of all, that T would “ealure repzaledly in oA
Fresidentia. ghone call, but secondly, that the Presicernl
Wwould speak aout me or any ambassacor 10 that way te a
fareign courterpart.

Q At the bottom of thst same psgec. Fresicenmt Trump
gays, "wWell, she's going to go through some things.®

What did vou understand that to mean?

A I didn't know what it meant. I was wvery concerned,

i Did you feel threatened?

A ¥es.,

i} Did you feel tnat you might be retaliazed zgainst?
A You Enow, there's z universe o7 what it could m2an.

T don't know,

0 Well, what d1d you interpret 1t ta he?

'S Maybe. 1 was wondering =- you xnaW, soon 2fter
this transcrigt <ame out there was the news that the Ik
Brought to this committes, all sorts of docomentation, T
Fuess, about me that had 2een transterred to the FEI

You know, I was wondering, is there an active

investigation zgainst me in the FEITY I don't KAow, I mean,
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I just simply don'l know what this ceuld mean. but it docs

nat “eave me ir a comforlable gasitian.

| Ara you concerned about your employmant?

A Ll

o Arc you concerned anout your pension?

A Yes .

Q Do wou nave concerns about your personal satety?
A 50 far., na.

Q BUt you hesitate in saying, "“So far, no,* or you

conditicen that on whet might happen in the futuré, S0 WHat

A Well, 1 would say a number of my friends are very
concarned.
0 You talked about earlier that vou spaxe to Mr. kKent

prior to the release ol this transcript. Hawve you spoken
Wwith anyhedy &1 the Cepartment of State after the release of
Lthis Lranscript about this transcriply

A Yo5, but not anvbody who 15, Like, worsing on these
issues,. So I mave Trierds at the State Cepartment who are
not necessarily, vou know, focused on thase 1ssues. 50, YES,

But nal ir a work Context, if that's whatl you re as<ing.

o fo you didn't spezsk to Mr. HKent, for exampler
A [Norvernal reszanse. ]
Q I'm sorry.

A oh, no, L did net,
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| G What about any Ukrainfan offic’als that yvou may

2 sTill Bbe in contact witn?  Have you hao an opportumity fa

i Lale Lo Lhem azout this call after 1t was releasedys

4 A Mo, T mean, T hawve talked To Ukrairizns, but not
5 about this.

& G Waen you read this call transcript, did vou raise
7 any concerns azout bthe transcripl through any sort of

) pnfficiael charnels with the Department of Siale?

Ly Fl M.

K G Aad dic anyane at the Departwment of State r8ach aut
I Lo you about their concerns concerning this call after the
12 Eranscrist wes released?

15 A ¥es.,

| 0 Ciher Lhan Lhe Frioends who don L osacrk on these

13 1ssugs?

16 L] YR,

17 [ And who was that?

14 A Hike HMcrinley.

19 C I'm sorry?

20 A Hike Moxinloy,

21 0 What was vour Cconvessation with Mr. McKinley aboul?
22 A He wented to se2 how I was coing, a7d he was

i3 cancerned Lhal there had been 1o gutreach Lo me.

24 [ A what ==

I~
L]

M I should alse == oh, weah, He wanted to <now how I
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1 was doirg and he was conceraed thal there had been no

3 agiutre=ach and no kind of subl o suppart from the Degartiment.
3 I also wanted to say that that's from Kind of a senior
1 level. The European Bureay dic have a cesuty director af ar
5 ofTice, of tne Ukraite office, rezch oul to me. Tne deputy
4 director of the Ukraine office was alsa instructed to reach
7 aut ta me,

A o] Was also instructed te reach aut to you!

] A Lh-huh,

1] 1) Ane what's the name of that individual!

1 A Braa Freden,

12 0 and who instructed Mr, Froden te reach oot to you?
I3 LS The principal deputy assistant secretary for EUR,
14 so Phil Recker's deputy.

1z Q And fan you just describe generally tnat

14 conversation that vou had wilh Mr. Freden?

17 A Yeah, 1 mean, he callcd To se2 haw I was doing ==
18 you know, obvicusly we had worked very closely logelhes

19 pefore, when I was in Ukraine -- anc satd that. you <row,

a0 avaryhody was concerned and werlod Lo sec how 2 was doing and
21 did T reec anything.

22 Q Ard did he have any sort of reaction about the call
23 itself or was ke just -- was he just reaching out Tto see oW
24 yai: ware doing?

25 A He was reaching ouvt to see how I Wes doing.
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0 What about the conversztion with Hr. Hokinley?

A Hee also wanted Lo see how I Was doing. wWanted ta
erow, You snow, kind of what commumicalion with Che
Dezartment had been like.

0 Dig wou call -- d1d yad discuss The contents of the
call with Mr, McKinleay?

A I think, you know, if we dic. i1t doesn't -- it
doesn't came back to me. I mezn, I think it was the meta of,
yad know, sverything alse that's Boing on,

0 Have wou spoken o Mr. McKirley soout is
resignalioni

A He called me before it became public to let me
<FIOM .

a dther than just notifying you that this was going
Lo happen. did he talk Lo youw aboul why he wWwas resigning?

A Yes. He ssid that he was corcerned shoul how the
Jepartment was handling, vou krow, ths cluster of issues.

0 Can you elaborate further, please?

N I think he felt that the Degartment should =tand by

its officers.

u And wWas he referring to vou *n that regard?

A Yes,

4] Was he reforring to others as well?

A I think perhaps George Kent as well. And for all 1

khawW, there may Nave been others az well.
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d Can you £xalain wiy he was referring to George
Kenat?

A Well, he's also been asked la come and testity.

1} All right. 50 Hr. Xent has ooen asked to teslifly,
ard Mr. McKinley indicated that he was disaggointed that Lhe
Bepartrment was not standing behind its employess. [s that
carrect?

A Yes,

Q Okay. %o did he explain la you why he believed
that the Department was mot standing Sehind HMr. Kant?

A He did. He noted that there had bzen a difficult
cerversation with the State Department Lawyers ard that
akprge rad shared that «&ith im.

4] A 2iTficult conversati1on befwesn Che Stata
Oepartment Lawysrs and?

A George sent.

0 Ang Mr, Kent., Okay., Abhout coming to testifyd

M I think it was shoul Lhe respanse ta the suboozna
for documents. T Lhink Lthat was the issue where there was a
gisagreement.

Q What did Mr. HcKinley say in that regard?

i Thzt he was concerned asoul theé way E2orgse Fac baen
treated.

0 But did he explain Fow Gec~ge nad been treatced?

A He said that there Fad been an arguwent and that he
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was going to, you know, share this (further up, 1% what he
said -- I den't know what "ug" means or who that means -- and
thal -- beczuse be didn' L Tael That aifracizing employess and
oullying emplayees was the aspropriate reaction fron the
Jesartmant.

] What was the argument?

A I don't exactly know, bub I Co <now Lhalt i1 had To
dao with the subpoen: Tor documents.

0y S0 Mr. McKinley didr't describe to vou exactly the
nature of the document -- or excuse me, the nzture of the
argument, s mgly that it was about tne documentsy

A Yezh. And that Georpe and at _east one lawyer,
cerhaps more, has hod 3 disapreaement aboul Lhat,

] Dkgy. And just to be clear, wien we say "the
documents’ and you saild disagreement about Lhet, what woe're
talking about 15 & aroduction of documents in response Co a
congressional recuest, Is that right?

. Yes, I believe that s correct.

0 Arnd at the time -- when did yod have Lhis
conversation with Hr. HcKinlew?

A Well, 1¢ was the Suncay after -- actually, T thirk
I'm contlating two Conversations now.

I think ne TirsL jusb reached ¢ul Lo me, you KNoW, a3 a
fgran being, basically,  And Lhen T think he called ne later.

zerhaps sometime midwesk last weck, maybe, to just share the
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Intfarmation and #s< me #NEther -- you Kiow, hoW [ was being
Lreated.

G Okay. IL was during th*s mocre recent conversalion
that you siscussed this disagreemenl about the procuction of
documents?

A Right. right.

Q 50 that wauls have béen in response to a
cangressional subgnera. Is that correcl?

& Yes,

4] fnd do you krow whetheér the disagraerant surrounced
an wWhether the Degariment of Stote shou'd produce documents

n response to the subpoena’

- ACtually, [ don"T KNCH.

0 Do you know whether Xent was arguirg for the
production of documemts?

A I can't tell you, I dan't know,

0 Do you kKnow Wwhether the argument was at all -elsted
to whelher Hr. Kent should come and testity before this
committear?

A He -- Fike2 dicn t s&y that, so | don't <naw.

THE CHAIRAAK: 1IT I can JLst interject with a question.

Are you a#are al any speci?ic documents for which thars
Was & concern that they may be provided Lo the corsiZtee?

BS. YOVANOVITCH: Mo. | have been instructed oy my

lawyars --
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ME, ROBEBIWS: Ah. ah, ah, ah. ah,

M5, YOVANODWITCH: Okay. Sorry.
IHZ CHALXHAM: Any == anything =--

ME. ROEBETHS: That's only one time an hour that I wake

THE CHAILRHMAMN: Any LKime a witneszss --

MR, ROBEBIH:: That's Loz momenl.

MR. MEADCWS: Let the recard reflect there was one time
you wWwoke up for Lhe oLher side,

THE CHAIRMAM: T'11 wizld back Lo Mr, Mitchell.

EBY MR. MITCHELL:

0 Without divulging any cosmunications that vou may
have had with vour attoerney --

A Dkay., 'Yezh.

o -- Nave you nad any disagreements With She
Depertmernl of State gboul any production of docunerts
CoOncerning you?

A Mo

Q ALl right.

A 2ut I sheould also say, I haven't hso --

FR. REBEINZ: Abh.

F5. YOWANIWITCH: Okay. ALl right.

ER. MITCHELL: ‘%ere wou about to =3y that wou have nol
hed any converselions wilh the Department aof State about

these matiersy
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MR. ROBBIN:: Her lawyers have done all the talking.

BY HR. HITCHELL:

g I oelieve you salg that -- | believe vou ussd the
word "bullying.” Is thal right?
A Yes.,

v wWhal did you mean by that?

A Well, it wasn't my word, [t's What -- it's what
Mike sa‘d.

o And im the context of the way im which Mr, HocKinley

used the word '2ullying.” what was your understanding ol that
tera?
! My understanding was that n this dispute,
wiatever 1t was betweer L, Lhe Legal pgo2le and Mr. Kent
that the lawyers Sullied Gearge. That was my understanding.
but he 4idr't go into tThe details and T don'L kKnod what Torm
Lial would have ftaken. i
0 A11 righl. Did Mr. McKinley mention any other
individuals frar Lhe Cepartment of State who may have boon
invelved in this dispute regaroing the production of
doc ymen L ?
A I can't recall whather he named anybody.
G Do you recall whether Mr. HcKinley menticored
Secretary Pompeo during the course of Lhis call?

A Mot -- not that [ recall. [ wean. no, I con't

thins he did.
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0 Ang you said that Mr. FcKinley sa'd that the
Degartment s not supportiirg Lhe eaoloyees. What did you
yngerstand that to mean?

A Well., I think, you Know, as we had discussed
earlier, that there are 2ll sorts of atlacks and allesgations
out there. and the Depariment is rot saying snything sbout
it, Thal's wvery wnusual if, In fact, there 15 no cause for
my removal.,

MR. MITCHELL: I think my €Time 15 ud,

THE CHAIRMAN: And just to let Members Know. We zre
gaing to turn the air back on. It s feast or lamine here.
and we're -- my staff tells me it started to >mell like a
locker rocm in here.

S0 we'll turn it over to Lhe minarity and w211 turn the
A1r back on.

Mr, CASTOR: ®™r. Jordan.

MR. JORDAN: Ambassador, last hour with Hr. Mitchell,
yau mentiered -- you werc talking sem2 about your
conversation with George Keént.

Whal's George Kenl's LiLle agailn at The 5tate
Degar tment ?

HS. YOVANCVITCH: Deputy Assistart Secretary of Stale ir
the Europezn Sureau.

MR. JORDAN: Okay. Ang you'd ceall with nim before?

MS. YOMAMCVITCH: Yes.
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MR .

JORDAN . Chay.

m the Usraine?

M5.

ME .

Ceargelboan lo

MS:

YOVANOYITCH:

JORDAM.  May 2060,

YOVANOYITCH:

think it was July 25Th.

ME .

interesti

[

And you officially left your duties

May Z0th.

Lhe teaching position?

Ang thaen «hen were vou hirec at

I togk home leave, and I started or I

JORDAM,  July 25th. Qkay. And Wr, -- yean., Tf
ng.
YOUVANOYITCH: 2 nada't astually made that

cannection,

MR

LORCAM . Mr.

.

=

Hitchell said vou talked to Mr. Kenl

gzouz the call that Fresicent Trump hed with Fresident

Zalensky.
M5,

ME .

Is that rishte?

YOLRMCYTTIN:

Yas ., dh=hui.

JORCAN ., Ard carn you give ma the date of Lral

corversation yvou baag?

M3,
MR,

H=..

FOVANCYITLH:

Ma., [ mearn, some timg aftter tnac,

JORDAN, Sope Cime atter what?

. YOVANGVYITCH:

JORDAR T Okay.

o YOVANOYITCH:

JARDAN: lWas

wWas 1t 1n Julys

Ma.

YOMANDYITCAH:

hfter the tatll.

And scme time before September 25th?

Yasg,

I don't recall exactly,

a0

'n Saptanber? was it in AUgUstY

it was



1
1%
20
21
g

=

23

23

probably some -- wWell, it might even have beesn in Sestenber,

T would say probably Augast, but I also Know that they
ware pn vwacation, so maybe il was even 1n SepLemzer.

MR. JORDAM. 5o wou pot a readout of what transpired --
you were nol oon Lhe call,

M5, YOVANOMITCH:  No.

MR, JORDAN, FRight? Mr. #ent was not on the call?

M5. YOVAHOWITCH: HNo.

MR, JORDAN, But you got a readoul Tram what happened on
tne call pricr o ary of us in the puclic krowing about the
contents of the call belween President Trum2 and Fresjdent
Zzlansky?

B5, YOVANOVITCH: I think readout is a, you know, & Big

K3, JORDAN, And you --

HS. YOWANONVITCH: He shared with me some -- same
infarmation about it.

K&, JORDAM.  And you think Lhat was in August or early
Septermber!?

F5. YOWANIWITCH: [Honverbal response. ]

FE. JORDAM. So weeks before the -- Septemzer 25th, the
date the rest of us get to see what was in that --

M5. YOVANOVITCE: Kight,

ME. JCZDAM. == and got the transcript ard it was

public. %o you got that information weeks pafore?
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MS. YOVAHNOVITCH: Yes,

F<. JORDAN. Why d1d you gC1 ChRat ‘nforszlion? Dig you
have any other responsibilities with -- continuing
resportsisilities with Ukraine and your fTormer gosition there?

M5. YCWAMOVITCE: No.

MR. JCRDAM: Why would Mr., Kent share that with yvou?

MS. YOVANOWITCH: T thisak he xnows that 1 still carc
aieus the aflateral relationship and I'm U711 inLarestiead,

MR, JORDAM, 1< that normal?

M5, YOVANCVITCH. Yeah, [ mean, 1l think that -- that
therg are conversations zbout, you know, all sorts of things
Lhat taxe place.

M. JORDAX. 1 guess what ['m asking fs5 you got 2 call
betweer twn "rads of state. You have Certain staff. I assume
NSC staff, somc State Department <staff, potantially Justice
separtmert, I don't know who's all on that call, but it°s
prabably rat somelthing that should be shared ard arabably nat
comman krowledge.  And yet the Depdty Assistant Sccretary of
State shares it with someone who 18 no longer involved with
Ukraine, wio's teaching a course at Georgetown., Ang I'm jJust
wondering, is thal =-- has that ever happened before. Lo your
know .edpe’

MS. YOVANOVITH: I'm sure it has.

MR. _ORDAN. Really?

HS. YOVAMCUYITCH: Yean,
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MR. JCRDAM. Psople would just share the contents of two
heads of states. the President of the United States’ call
w'th someone who s not working in that particular area?

MS. YOVANOVITCH: T -- 1 mean, you're asking me my
epinion.

MR. JCROANM. Cxay.

MS., YOVANOWITCH: So I'wm sharing my epinien that 1'm
sure sometning like that has happened before,

MR. JORDAN: ©D<d anvone else talk 1o you about the
contents of the call between President Trump and Presrdent
IJelensky prior to September 25th when (L was made pudlicy

MS. YOVANOCYITCH: Mo

MR. JORCAN. D<d Ar. Kent say trat he had sharcg this
information with anyone else prilor te when the rest of the
gountry got to see 1tY

MS, YOVAMOWITCH: No. 1 mean, I don't think he said
that.

ME., JORCAM. Okay.

MR. CASTOR: Have you tal<ed te anybody else about your
testimony?

MR, ROBRBIMS: I'w sorry. Couwld I hear that question
aga'n?

MR. CASTDR: Have you tal<ed to anybody elsc at the
State Depariwent sirce you've been 1nvited to Ttesti”y about

same of the Tacts herel
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K5, YOVAROVITCH: Ho. Bul T was Subpoenaed to testify.

MR. JORDAN. Hey., 5teve, jusl give me cre second. Just
a2 gquict Tollom. 1 apolegize, Steve.
Tkat call is classified? Thé Ccall betweern Zresident

- - -

frump and Presidert Zelensky, do you kKnow 17 1T wWas
urnclassified at the time that he sharee information about the
cantents of the <all1?

M5, YOVANOWITCH: T den't knaw,

MR. JORDAN: Okay.

BY HR. CASTOR:

Q Other than with your la&ves, «ho have you nad
discussions with atout your Lestimory today:s

A My Drother. My brother has come up ==

(1] And your family members. ['m sorry. I don bt want
to #sk you about discussions with your family.

A ¥Yes. I have not discussed my testimony wWith

dnybody .

" Okay. 5o since you'we been ‘nviled to testify, or
sugpoenaed -- dinitially it was a valurtary invite and then it
turned irtc a subpos=na -- you haven't had any ciscussions

Aith the key plavers?

A No.

M3, CASTOR: I warl o mark is axhibit -- arc #@e up to
4?

Hi. GO.DMAN. Yes.
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HR.

We just

HR.
HR.

Mr.

CASTOR: And we don t need te do majorizy. minority?

call *t Ho. 47

GOLDMAN: We're all Iriends
ROBBINS: Sorry. Could we have jusl one mamenl?

CASTOR: Sure.

[Discussion off the record.]

MR,
L
MR.

[Majority Exhip*t No, 4

Wes markec tor 1dentitication.]
ROBEINS: I have a4 ==« far minorily counsel,
CASTOR: Sure.

ROB2INS: The witress Wwoult L1ke TO expand on 2

prior answer --

Ar.
ME.
Hr.
do that.
NS,

CASTOR: OF course.

ROB2IN5: -- thizt she gave a romenl Aago.

CASTOR: Please, please. AL any Lime, Teel Iree |

There s nothing wrong with =--

YOVBNOVITCH: Thank You.

0 you had asked me about discussfons with 5tate

Department lawyers, ang [ ansWworoed that

conversations with S5tate Cepartmeant lawvers.

But ['ve been reminced that 1n August one o the

staffers rezcked out Lo re on ey persona’l emall, and I

alerted the State Department ahout thar, the request tn. yau

know, core zrnd talk to the comhittes

Ard 50 subsequently. and .

[ wasn't having any

thing 1% WwEs the week betore
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Labor Day, I had a telephone conversation with C11ff Johnson.
I (o the State Cepartment Legal Affairs office. as
well as [ ror the Leglslative office.

50 just to he sure that I'm absolutely factual.

8Y MR. CASTOR:

0 We've marked Exhibit 4. This 15 a letter. 1'11
pive 11 Lo you First.

A Thapk you.

Q This is the letter we are referring te in the last
round with Mr. Teldin. 1'll ask sore guestions and then L'11
ask Fr, Zeldin if he has any addizional.

This is the letler to Lutsenko from Senators Hencnoez,
Curbin, and Leany. dated Hay 4th, 20187

A Yes._

LM Do you need a 1ittle bit of time to look at it
or == are you familiar Wwith this letters? [5 this the first

Lime you'we seoen it?

A I don't think I've seen it before,
Q But this was during your tenure as Lhe ambassador?
A Yes. Yoah, but Congress doesn' t always and doesn' i

have Lo share correspondence with foreign gove-nments w#ith
%

Q Of course. I'm jJust asking 1f you've seen 11 or if
you know of snybody at the embassy That was aware of this

1550e.
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A I == wyou enaw, T just

Thi=s before.

Q Wian senalors, BSEEecT

the cemmittzes of jurisdiction,

ardinz=1ly somethring that geots
allentlant
A Tt just depends.
0 Or does it happen sa
necessarily anm jssusa?
A T would say
0 Dkay.
Was comings
cormdncated with the embassy,

A I don't believe so

don t recall ever having seen

ally senatars involved with
fransmit letters, is that

celled Lo the ambassy's

frequent®y that L's not

L Just depends .
And 52 vou had no agvance notice this lelter

WNobooy at the -- on any of the Ssnate staffls

to youl knowledge?

0 And do you =naw 11 anyhbody at _utsenko s office

cormun’caked wilth Lhe embassy Chat they -ecejves this letterd

20 you krow how they handled this letlor?

n I don'1 know that HMr.

_utzenko or anvbody in his

affice communicated with us about this, and I dan't Enow

whether they responded, ar any of thal,

0} 1= there anyln ng clse about Lnis communication.

abhout this set of Tacts, that vou can share with us Lhal yau

do remember, whether it was at the time or subsequently?

A I mean, do you wanl Lo asg me a rare specific

quastion?
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Q I'm just zsking il ==

A Yeah.

) -- 1T you can recall anything else aboul this
Letter. threc senz2tors, I believe they're all on the Forzign
Felations CommitCiee, writimg Lo express great concern sbout
reparts that Lutsenko'= effice has laken steps to impade
cooperation wilh Ine Mueller probe,

A Uh-hubk, Yeah.

Q 50 the gQuestion is, can vou recall aty additional
sel of lTacts azbout this particular letier?

A Mo, Ho, I can't.

Q And do you have any Tacts about the Musller probe
and oTticials in Ukraime cooperating ar nol cooperat ' ng with
the Mueller probe outside of this lelter?

N N

Q Did you krow 7T Was an 15548 ar an alleszed 1ss5ue?

A, Mo, [ didn't. But, you know. helore I was say ng |
that we have a mutugl legel assislance Lrealty with dkraine.
And s¢ wher there are watiers, you know, that apprepriatsly
Wwould be téken up by OCl or the FEI ar someth ng Like thart,
Lhey go through those channels.

Ang they don't alwWays, depending an what Lhe issue 15,
wACLher it's eithar so insignifticant or wheéther it's. you
Know, corparimentalized and very Closely held. thay don't

dlways share with us those 1hings.
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I'm assuming -- well, wveah. S¢ I'm not aware,

Mr. CASTOR: Mr. Zeldin. do you have any goditional
follow-up or this one?

MR. ZELDIK: Ambzssador, you just testified that soemeone
Fag reachad aul Lo you parsonally in AUgUST on your persanal
deyicer

15, YOVANOVITCH: I'm sorry?

dR. FELDIK: In clarifying an znswer to a guestion asked
by the majo-ity, I just want Lo underslans wWhal 00U wWers
saying. A statfer or somebody resched oul Lo wou in Auguast?

M3, YOVANOVITCH: GCh, wyeah. Ub-huh. Yeah. On my
persanal emadil.

MR, ZELZIK: Arnd what was that aboot?

M5. YOVANCVITCH: They =~ ftrom the =creign Affairs
Committee, and they wanted me Lo come in and talk about, 1
puess, the circumscances of my departure,

ME. ZELCIN: Come 1n ard talk wheres Who -- whore werce
they calling from?

M5, YOVANCVITCH: Ma., This was an email.

MR. ZELDIHN: Ar email. Wiere were they emailing you

M5, YOVANCMITCH: T presume Washington., It was House
Fareign ATTRirs.
MR. ZELCIH: A House Foreign Affairs sta’™’er --

MS, YOWANOWITCH: Yezh,
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MR. FELDIH: =-- reached out to you fm August?

HS. YOVAKCYITCH: LUh-huh.,

MK. ZELCIN: ©Oo¢ you resmember when in August that was?

M5. YOVAKOVYITCH: [ want to say. 'ike, maybhe August --
mid-August, maybe. Mayvbe mid=AUgJSE.

MR. ZELCIM: Did you know this person?

MS. YOVANCWITCH: VYes.

MR. ZEL2IN: And how d1d -- wWhare oid yau kKnow that
person from?

H5., YOYANOWITCH:  She had previously worked at the State
Depar tment.

HR. ZCLDIN: And how do you knowWw That perscn at the
State Department?

HE. YOYANDVITCH: Hecause she worked at tae Siate
oepar tmernl .

ME. ZELDIN: Where dig you Work togethar at the State

Deanrtmenty

M5, YOMANDWITCH:;  Well., I'm nat exactly sure, 1 think
she warked 1n DRL and in tne office that sandles huran
rights, and 1t sust have 2een e1ther 1n Lomneciion with my
Ukraine work or previous work in Lhe European Bureau. 1
don’t recall exacktly when w#e met

M1, FELDIN: Arnd when was -- how often do you
communicale with this gersor?

M5. YONANQVITCH: That was Lhe only Cime.
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MR. ZELDIM: Whan was the last time you had communicated
with thal person?

M5, YOVANCVITCH: Well, I should actually clarify. 5o
the emailed me. I alerted the State Department anc. you
wrnow, asked them to handle the correspondence, Ang she
ema’ led me agz"n and s&id., you know, who sheuld 1 be 1n Zouch
With?

MR, ZELCIM: To try to get you to come im and testify Lo
tha House Forel1gn Affalrs Committee

MS. YOVAMOVITCH: It wasn't clear to me whether 7t was
going to be -- whether this was a discussior with her,
whether this was a discussion with other staffers, whether 7t
Wwas a cegosition. I mean, §1 just didn't get that far.
because T trarsferred that information to the State
Departmert lawyers -- well, H, actually

ME. ZELDIM: And what speciftically was she asking you to
speak abaut?

MS. YOWANOVITCE: I think -- I think it wa: the
circumstances of my desarture, ar mavbe she just kept it more
general and said to catch up, but T understood it as Lhatl,

MR. ZELDIN: Da you know if she had reached out to other
people about that?

F5. YOWAKOVITCE:Z [ don't <nowW

MR. ZELDIM: And you == One more Limeé. ANc wiat oiz yaou

do after vou received the ema’l?
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MS. YOVANOWITCH: I alerted the S5tate Deparimend,
Because ['m =till an erployee and 50 malters are zencrally
nand.ed through the State Department

ME. ZELDIM. Was tThat person responced to by you or
soreone else?

M. vOvanovITCH: I selieve. yes, oy |GGG -
Lhe Leglslative Affairs oftice.

MR, ZCELCIN: D27d you reclelve any subsgquent recuests to
testify to the House Forcign Affalrs Committee or to come 1in
te speak to someone at the House Foreign Affairs Commillee
followiag that initial email? %as there any follow-ug?

M5. YOVARCVITCH: Well, as I sald, Lhere was the second
enall where sne said. oh. okay, you <no«. Who should I be
talking to?

1 didn't respond to Ehat email, becsuse [ had already
trarsterred everything Lo Che State Depariment and I figured
thay woulc be in zouch, and Lhey were.

ME. ZELDIN: Shifting gears, 8 guestien., Do you knod
whia a member of the Ukraine parliamen: s names Andrei
Perkachy

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Yes

MR. ZELCIN: And what can you tell us about Angrai
Derkach? O°d you have anv personil interaction wilhk Lhis
persan?

M5. YOVAMOVITCH: I dor't think sa 1l don't think so0.
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Ha was trhe zan of a former intel chief and was a Rada deputy,
a5 you just po nted out.

ME, ZELDIN; Was this -- was Andrei Derkach respected in
the Wkrzine, not respected? Do you know anything abaul his
characler or repulzlion?

Ms, YOVANCVITCH: T think he wes penerally believed to
pz kind of part of the old system, snall we say, and so nol
terribly -espectied by those who wers trying te reform
U<raine,

MR, ZELDIMN: Are you sware of Andrei Derkach cver 1ying
daioul anylhing stated pubLicly!

M5, YOVANOWMITCH: T Just don't know him and <now 7°m
taat well, and I can't recall at this time.

HR, *ERRY. Good afternoon, Ambassacder. Scott Ferry
from Pennsylvania.

You striks me a5 a persan who loves her country and
loves her entergrise.

M5, YOWANOWITCH: Thank you.

MR. PERR¥: 1 appreciate yaur indulgence and palience
tooay.

M3, YOVANOWITCH: Thank yoad,

HR. PERREY: I want to go back To your opening statement,
page 7 for ke here, I don't kaow where 1L is Tor you. Bul
the 17ne in quotes, "since he was going o be imscached,”

And I'm just wondering, you satd the allegaticr is
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false, but would there be anything that you could think of
where oneé of your tcam menbers or womebody close to you
would -« you might imply somzthing that you said would fmply
or that they would infer a negat've connotation rege~ding Lhe
administration, adwinistration policy. the Presidenl
particularly. other than that exact verdiage? Like, instead
of sayirg "since he was going te be impeacned,” you might
a8y, "Well, he's nat going Lo be around very long,” anything
"ike that at all?

M5S. YOVANOVITCH: Neo.

MR. PERRY: Hothing at all that yocu would think Laat
would 2¢ negetive that you -- Lthey could 1mgly or infer?

M3. YOVANOVITCE: Not -- mol what -=- not what you're
talking about, no.

MR. PERRY: Okay. ma‘am.

Mavimg on. LUxrainian ¢ligarch vicior Pinchuk, I
[nin% =« 1*m hoping vou' re aware. 5a I'm going to ask you a
couple questiens., L thirk ne's a donor Lo Lhe Clinton
Foundation and the Atlantic Council. Alse Hr, Pinchuk and
Buriema helped fund the Atlanlic Qouncil.

And the Atlantic Council, T dan't know whether vou're
aware, but I'm asking te ask vou 17 you are, r2leased a
rezort regarding their assertion of Shokin's correption. Are
you aware of thatr?

M, YOVAXOWITCH: Mo, But it's in 1ine with the kind of
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Wors that they do.

ME. PERRY: Okay. And that, Like 1 s81d, ¥Yictor Pirchuk
and Burisma both helped La Turd the AtlanCic Council and
mavhe even some af the Bur:sma members are on the board of
Che Atlantic Council.

Once Lhey released Chat report, shostly therezfter,
shokin gt fired, ang then wvery shartly thereafter Buriszmaz
Went to Che new prosecutor generzl anc asked tor & reset.

Does that =-- and I know that =arlier you Kind of fmplied
that you didn't want to get invelved or didn't see 1L &% your
posilion Lo get involved in Lhe Z20L701Cs, e elections,
et celera, af ®ind of either country 1n some way, the United
3tates of Americe or Lkraine, but Becausc of some af the
relationships there, a-e you =-- do vou krow who Victor
Finchuk is? Do yau have a relatignship with him?

F5. YOWANIVITCE: Yes.

FE. PERRY!: What 15 your relaticnship?

K5, YOWANDWITCH: FHe's ane of Lhe wealthiest men in
Ukrsine, He"s the sar-in-law of farmer Fresident Kuchma.
And so he 15 wealthy and obviously wery involwed in his
businesses.

Bult ne &lso is interegsted e politics, I Ehink funds,
ol =nowW, various political artars., At one time, he had his
oWn oolitical garty. AT one time, he was a Rada deguby

hinselt,
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And he 2ls2 has this YES Foundation, the Yaltia Ecanamic

Summit, mhichk previously wWas hel€ 1n Crimea. now 13 feld in
Kyiy @very year, and he inviles all sorts of luminaries from
all over the world to come Lo Lhal.

Arnd Lhen Lhrodzhout The year he does veEriopus evenls
where he'll invite somebady, like Mayor Giuliari, for
example, and then they L1 have eveanls, and one of the avants
15 a dinrer,

So they do all sarls of Lhings with --

MR. PERRY: But it didn't strixe you at all
concerning -- I mear, #ith corrupticn being a kind of 2 --
ore of the hallmarks. unfortunately. o* the counltry afl
Ukraine, it didn't =trike you -- well, you didn't krow
anythirg about the Atlantic Cauncil’'s report?

M5. YOVANDVITCH: Well, 1t sounds Trom Lhe way you'ra

describirg the tireline of everts --

MR. PERRY: Chain of evenlks, <orrect.

MS. YOMANOVITCH; -- Lhat that would -- that the release
of that article ¢r report would nave heen well befare 1
arrived in Ukraine.

MR. PERRY: DOkay.

M5. YOVAROWITCH: And as I s21d before. [ wasn"t aware
of that particular repgort froe the Atlantic Council.

H. PEREY: Fair enough. then. But then roving on.

regarding the 2016 elections. and you arrived in August
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o X201a, 4id you have any concerns regarding corruption abouk
Usraine's invalvement “n the Hanafort investization, Burisma
Holdings, et cetera, and the fackt Lhal in December o "1E, =4
tret's gbout 2 wvears -- & Llittle over ! wears after you
arrived, there were two convictiaons in Ukraine regarding
electiaon inLterference of the Uaited Statesy S0 did that
CONCarn yYour

And just as a curicsity for me, and maybe everyhody
plse, wWwhat do you see the ambassadar's rale in Lhal,
pspecidally with the collaborative agreement thal the Lot ted
StEtes has With UVkraine with this a.leged or actual
carruptior and the convictbions?

M5, YOMANCWITCH: Well, my understanding is that the
lower cou-t == are vwou talking about Mr. Leshchenxo?

MR, PERRY: There wWere two convictions, I dan'l have
the individuals' names at this time. But I'm sure se can grl
tham.

ME. YOWAMOWITCH: ‘Well, there wags =- =0 I'11 tell you
what T kKnaow,

ME. FERRY: Sure.

Mz, YOMBMOVITCOHD Trerfe wis 2 <ourt <ase, and yoL're
correct that 1n the lower courts. thay were Tound guilty.

And I'm not exactly sure what the rharge was, but it was
overturnsd in the upper courzs.

ME. PERRY: Zut 1% wasn't overturned until recently?
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M$. YOVAMOYITCH: That's cor-ect.
MR. PERRY: 5o at that Lim¢, you're the arbassador at

.

that time, and, of caurse, you see everythirg that®s going on
in the Unitec Slates regarding thée charge of Russian
collusign ang Russial interference 1nte the election, and
ever, thaugh I think you said al some peint that the UKrainian
tavelvemenl was debunked, apparently 1t wasn' | dabunked 1in
2018 when these Lwo inaividuals ware conyicted.

Whal was your rele, if any, or what «ld you see yvour
rcle as in regarding our collateral relalionshin in the form
0 3 treaty regarding corruplion Setween the United States
ard Ukraine. you &5 the smbassador? Did you have ary
irteresLl? Did you ¢o anything? 3Should you have done
anythingd

M5. YOVANOVITCH: I -- so you put a lot o7 tnings om the
table. and so it [ could  usb separate them out.

MR. FERRY:. Yes, m&a am.

MS. YOVWANDVITCH: So the issue al Burisma, I think, has
bean addressed, Or do you have ather, moare specific
puestions?

MR. PEERY: wWell., 1 mezn, 1t was part of == it seems Io
be a1 ongoing part of the cenversation, whether in the past
with Finchuk during the invesligaliaon heretofore, bocsusce you
knew it was cut there, 1t hec been started, it was, what was

the word you called?
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M3, YOVANCOVITCH: GCormant.

2 MR. PERRY: It was dormant, but 1t was hanging cut there
g maybe as leverage. And now, of course, "T's come To Ligat

4 dgain and has been in some Light.

3 50, again, 1o me corruption’s 3 big issuc.  We'we got o
& new Fresidert who jus:T wWon a 70 percent electicon or

7 carruption 7tself. There's all this corruption corversation
B poing arounc, but gu-te honsstly. o disrespect intended, |
ki don't Knos Whal The ambassador’'s jinvelvemeant "5 in dealing
|0l with that, so that's why I'm asking,

[ What 15 117 What shouls 17 gef What do wou vigw your
12 role to bhe? wWhat was the expectation Trom the 3tate

13 Depzrtmenty

< M5, YOWAMODVITCH: I think -- I mean, my role wes to set
|3 direction, Lo supgport vyarious oflices, We jad Lhe FEI Lherg,
11 we had the marcotics law enforcement of fice, the Stale

|7 Depertment has & D1 presance thers., We have & nurper of

15 different ofices, USAID, &b cetera, ef cetera, all of whom
1% have, vou kKnowW, same partion of some of the 1ssurs that

20 oL ve raisecd.

21 Atd =0 my 1ob 15 to set girection, provide sugport. End,
22 you know, kind of be the public pergora. I don't get

23 invalved in everything., Pepple raise issues as they think

24 it's appropriate or I need to get involved.

25 50 I don't knew 7f that giveas vou 3 58158 --
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] MR. FEREY: C-d you have zny conversslions with the

-3

Cepartment ol State, your bosses, George Kent or otherwise,
L regarding Burisma. regarding Lhe Fact that i1 was ‘nvolved 1n

the investiget-on. and that Mr. Biden, Vice Presidenl Biden' s

=

3 con was a board menber, o any == or wWith the Beperlnent of

£ Justice? Dic you have any canversations zt all regerding

7 those proceedings and those occurreness over that course of

a time?

g M5, YOMAMOVITCH: 5o Mr. #ent wias the deputy in the

| emsassy until last summer, so we worked obviously very

Il closaly topether at that time. We, to my knowledge, we never
12 discussed Hunler Biden arc his beard rale and a'1 of that. or
|3 to my recollection, T should say.

14 MR. PERRY: Okavw,

| & ME. YOVANOVITCH: He did share with me his understanding
L af wkal happened, what occursed with regard to The British

17 Court ¢ase against Zlocnevsky, Lhe nheacd of Burisma.  That,

18 you kaow, again, happened before oy arrival.,  That was, You
1 wnaw, prelty mech TC.

20 MR. PERRY: So it was Leshchenko Wno was nne aof Che two
| parsons convicted in 2018. Both were convicted of attempting
) te influence the 2016 LU.5, ¢lection. I'm sure you must nave
23 had a4 keen awareness of it and ths convictien, Jusl, do pou
24 hewe any further thoughts on that and what you were thinking

25 aw the timey



M5, YOMANOVITCH: Yezh. 1T mesn, henestly. I didn't
pelieve the charges. [ tnought that they were politically
motivaled apainst Leshchenks, We =- 1 guess all of these
things are judgment calls, but --

MH. PEERY: Okay.

M5, YOWANOVITCH: -- I did not feel --

MR, MEADOWS; 5o let m2 make sure, T want the spelling
af this. 15 this L-e-s-h-c-h-e-np-k-0?7 Is Lhal Leshchenxo?

ME%, YOWANOVITCH: Yes. Yeah., 1 rw2an --

MR, HEADOWS: Co ahead.

Ms, YOWVANOWITCH; == thgre's many different ways you Can
spell it, but That's one.

HE. MEADDWS: Well, Fuor Lhis Morln Carolinza guy, that's
s close as 1'm going to get., ALL right.

Go ghesgd, I didn'b mean Lo interrugt. L'm sorry,

M5, YOWANOWITCH: 5o I felt 1t was kind of a politically
motivated charge against Mr. Leshchenko, and I -- 2gain, you
know, it felt toc political fo me. There were no
instructions Trom the 3btale Deparlmenl o DOJ Or, you KNoW,
Washington to, you know, go in erd do X, ¥, aor 7, and so 1
really felt that we wanrted to stey away from --

MR. PERRY: Okay.

MS. YOWANODVITCH: -- whal sesned Lo be irternal
Ukrairtar palitical fights kind of using us.

ME. PERERY: It didn't concern yaou 25 the ambassador,
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with averything that we @ere embroiled here in the Unled

Slates, that yau dida't hear anybody, any:hirg from aigher us
tn the State Departwent or in the Departwent of Justice
regarding the conv-cTion, regardless af what your view af iL
was? [Does Chat seem =-- because 1t was affecting the Unftled
States elect-an. And I don't have to grobabily remind vou of
What's been geing on for the last 2-1/2, 3 years here.

o it didn't strike you that vou fian't get a ghone
call, an eral, or anything, you know, saying what's
happening nere? Is this legitimate? Should we 32 concerrec?
Is th1s sometning we skould pursuwe?

H3. YOVANCYITCH: The court system 1n U<raine. and
certainly =t the time that we'ré Talking acoui, was sTill mot
reformed. &nd so the courl system didn't have a grezt dezl,
and still deas not cmjoy. a great ceal of credibiliLy.

MA. PERRY: Okay.

M5, YOVANCWITCH: 50 1 think people, you know, just
didn't find 91 ta be credible.

MR. MEADOWS: S0, Ambassador -- excuse me, Scotz, if 1
can jump in, bacause I want to folloWw up, T guess, nn a
couple of gquestions Lhal have come Lp earlier.

KS. YOVAHOWITCE: Uh=huh.

FR. MEADCWS: Secausc you ve said thal you have not
gotten irvolved really in the political sense., and yet here

we Nave --
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ME. YOVANOVITCE: I try wery hard.

ME. MEADOWS: Here we have a conviclbion of U, E,
medd”ing, ard you just viewed that as nol peing significant
and youw just dismissed jt?

I just find that -- you krow, everything else you'we
bean sy ng teday, vou knew, that Just i=s hard to helieve
that, hased nn the backdrop of what we have, that you just
dismissed Lhat and suggested that it just wasn't <redble.

MS . YOWRMOWITCOH: ‘Well, that was our view, that f
wasn't credibhle. The codrt process was continuing.  And in
the end., they wWere acquittec,

MR. FEADOWS: 5o let me go a Little bit Turtner.

M%, YOMAMNCWITOH:  Okaw.

MR, FEAZOWS: %o vou're saying -- sarry, I jumped an The
end of yvour statemngnt, The gourt process wWas continuing and
they've been -- it’'s beer aoverturnec by a higher courl now,
Is that what vou were going to say’?

M5. YOVANCVITCH: Yes.

MR. MEADOWS: E0 earlier you were asked abolat peonle
Lhel you might have mentioned, ahen Mr. Zelcin Wwas asking yvou
questions, and vou could ocnly recatl.

MS5. YOVANOWITCH: Mr. Sytnyk.

MR, MEADOWS: And so ['ve got some names that I just
want to kird of lay out for you to mayze would retresh year

memary. And one the af these names, aclually the rezson why
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1 I spelled it out, was this very irdividual that HMr. Perry is

Z brirging up, that sczerding to some of our sources would

! indicate that the Slate Depa-tment and your group may have
4 menticred that vou wanted ce~tain guardrails arcund

5 Mr. Leshchenko. [s that correct?

L M5 YOWVANDVITCH:  Na.

7 K. MEADCWS:  So vou'we never has a canve-sation with
g anybody at the State Department regarcing Mr. Lesnchenko in
O terms of say ng, well, we nead to make sure that qe's off
11 Limics?

L1 M5, YOVANCWITZH: HNo.

12 MEADCHS . No special treatment for him:

13 M5, YOWANCWITOH: Moo

14 ME., MEADOWS: ALl right. 'Well, wou mentigned, Wes 1L
13 Nawem? 15 that correct? Have you mentioned that zefora?
I H5. YOVANOVITCH: Have I mentiones what?

17 M. FEADOWS: So who was the one individusl yvou said
1B that you weighed 1noans

19 Mr. CASTOR: 3Ivinvk.

2 NS . YOWANDVITCH: Sytnyk, Syonyk.

2] ME. YMzaDOwWs: A1l right. How about AntAC?  Does that
22 qare ring a bell Lo voo?

23 M%. YOWANOVITCH: Yes.

24 ME. MEADCWS: 55 have you weighed ir warbally with

& regards to any special treatment for AntAlY
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ES, YOWANOVITCH: Mo, But nere’s Lhe Lhing., What
have consistently done is ssid that any prosecutions nocd Lo
be done according to Lhe Law and nol Le pgolitically
motivated.

KR, MEADDWEZ: And that's corsistent with your zarlier
testimony, Howevear, sarlier, when YMr. Zeldin was asking you
about individoal cases that you might have brought up 2nd he
WE2s saying case numbers, there szemed to be a littles bit of
contusion, I guess is this one of The <as28s that ¥ou mignt
have brought up with obher individuale at the Stata
Department?

E5. YOWANIVITCH: Thare was == at the State Department?
We grogably ==

FE. MEADDWS: 0Or anywhere alse.

K5. YOVANOVITCH: Yeah. 5o there was -- one of the
Teaders of ArLAC was -- Lhe-e were gemonstrat-ans, | thing,
ir the -- 1 can't remerber whelher 10 was The Fall ar the
spring of 2016, and ane of the individuzls that “cads Antic
Wes == There Was, Tike, some q2aliganism charge or sometRing
Liks that where he had -- there was =zome charge " ike Lhal.
Apain, I'm sorry, 1L was a long Ciwe sgo. T don't recal? the
details.

50 Tais is, again, not an articorruption caze. BUt,
dagain, cases should be deall wilh in 4 Consisient manner,

and, again, not politically motivated, and sccording ta Lhe
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rule of law.

Anc I think. you KnoW, 1n that kooliganise case, 1 thirk
nembers of the embassy probably did raise the 15sue that he
sepred to o€ scapegoating and Celing held to a different
slandard than others who werc maybe more aligned with the
acmiristration.

MR, MEADQWS: 3o you 2id weigh in on Lhal one in terms
at --

M. YOVANDWITCH: It was not an articarruption issue,

K. MEADOWS: Ckay., 50 let mé give you arother name,
then. I[s it Shabunin. S5-h=a-b=u=n={=-n?

M5. YOVAKROYITIH: Thar's actually Lhe name of the
individual.

MR. MEACOWS: ALL right. S0 that's trhe individual with
ArtACT

M5, YOVANOVITCH: That was up on hooliganlsm charges.

Ha. FEADOWS: A1l right. And Pow about Mayem,
Mea-y-a-m? Doss that ring & bell?

Ms . YOVANOVITCH: Mustafa (ch) Nayem!

HR. "zaDOWS: T'm sorry. I'm nol Ukra'nian. 5o you --

MS. YOVANDVITCE: Neither am I. Yeah. T don't recall
him actma’ly --

FR. HEADOWS: 5o you don't recall weighing 1in witn
regards to that individual in any --

M5, YOVANOVITCH: I dor't think he was ever ar-estec aor
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charged with anything.

AR. MEADCWS: I didn'lL say tael, 1 szid did you wecigh
in 1n terms o7 putting guardrails 'n terms of --

MS. YOVANOVITCH: HNo.

MR. HCADCWS: -- the treatment of that particular
individugl with anyone from the embassy/

MS, YOWANDVITCH: Anc can 1 -- and 1 Would also say, wWe
don't put guardreils on individuals,

ME. MEADCWS: Ckay. Well. Let's change the words,
hecause chase are my words. So cbviously you're saying we're
looking at it a 1ittle different’y. Ane obvicusly with
regercs o the one individual, you dic say you Telt like they
weré getting a bum deal. 15 that correct:

HS. YCVAHIVITCE: Yeah. T Lhink what we Lry to do 1s 1o
relk agout the principles that snould gevern the way, you
krow, whether- 1t's .aw enforcement or otnéer things are
conducted, but we don't say yea ar nay.

FR. MEADOWS: Yeah. And so I want to make sure I'n --
you knowW, I'm saying weighing n. It was actually weighing
in with the prosecutor, s whal T'm Lalking about,

S0 whnen you've weighed in with Lhe prosecutor an any of
these four peozle, or the four names that ['wve given you,
have you weighad in with the prosecutos from the smbassy to
Loe prosecutor in Ukraine at all?

M5, YOVAHOWITCH: 1I'm not sure LkRat canversation took
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place with the prosecutor.

MR. MEADOMS: ‘Well. with anyone associated mith the

prosecutor?

Ard I thirk you know wheéere I'm gotng with this, but iT 1

nead to spell it out, I'm willing to da that.

MS. YOVAMDVITCH: 50 --

MR, MEADCWS: T Just want to -- ] Want te nake sure yau
clarity ths recorc, because you've seamed l1Ke you're trying
ta gei Lhe Llestimony right., and that's why 1'm giving you
these names.

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Un-huh. %o you're saying that I
welighed in.

Whal was actually nappening 1s that on Lhis particular
case wilh Mr. Shabunin. the Presidential administracion was
Welghing *n with me amd with us at the embassy. because they
felt that we had influence with Mr. Shabunin a7t o see
whethar he could, you know, curtail his criticism, shall we
say, of Mr. Paroshenka and events in Ukraine,

And they -- when there was this 1neident, which I don't
recall very well, they raiscd that and saic, you know, yau
see clearly he's a bad applc -- 7y words nos, no! thelirs.
And. you know. again. I saic. well, you know, 1 mean.
agaviously you havec processes, Jul they need to be according
te the principles that we've been Lalking about for all this

Time,
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ME. HEADCWS: So 1et me switch gears real guickly,
beczuse I don't Know that we'wve EoT much ftime lett

Fow much Time do we Save left,

Mr. CASTCR: The time expires at 5:27. soc we've gob
abocl 5 winubes,

ME. MEADCWS:; A1l right, So ler me switch gezars and
Tollow wg on semathing that Mr. Jordan had asked sgouz. He
was talking zbout the conversation you had in August with
Mr. kent.

M5, YOWANOVITCE:  Yes.

ME. MEADUWE: And HMr. Kent shnarsed, 1 gusss, the detzils
or 1is perceptior of a classified phone conversation between
tao Llesdors wWith vou, Is that --

THEE CHAIRMAN: I7 I could just inter-ject. MNo one has
seid 1t was classified sxcept --

MR, MEADOWS: Well, I mean, we had to have it
urclessified for us to se2 1t. L mear, 1t savs
"unclassiliad’ on the tap.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, you'res pasiting. thaough, that the
Witness hizs said that th s 15 a classified call or that
trat's an estazlishad fact,

ER. MEADOWS: Well., let her answer that.

Cid he indicate that it was a classified call?

H5, YOWANOWITCH: Mo,

MR, MEADDWS: D1¢ you have any 1ces that 1t perhaps
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Could b2 3 clessified call belween two foreign leaders?

H5. YOVANCYITCH: [Nonverbal response. ]

HR. MEADOWS: Yau're 3 careces diplomal I can’'t imagine
that --

M5. YOVAMOVITCH: Yeah. 1T ¢idn't think that the
particular thing, thz particular parl that he shared Wwith me
pctually was claszsified,

ME. MzADOWS: What particular part d7d he snare with
yau?

S, YOVANGVITIH: ‘Well, as ! said --

MR. HMEADCWS: Did he talk about a whistleblower at =11
in that conversatiion?

M5. YOVANCVLITCH: No, no

Hi. BEADOWS: 5¢ why did he resach oul Eo you?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: I'm not sure he reached out to me.

HR. MEADOWS: well, you s21d he called you, right?

ME. TFOVANOVITCH:; No, I gidn't., T mean, I think --
agaln, T can't recall whether il was in -- I think vou wWere
B5%1NE M whether it Wwas 1n August or September. But we., you
know, at & meetirg or sumrlhing, wé spoke aBout thris. It
AWasn L over 4 phone.

MR. MEADOWS: So a2t z meeting at Georgetown? Where was
the reaz ng? I mear, tSecause you Weren't ir your officizl
capacity. L m just Lrying to --

M5. YOVANCVITCH: Yean.




1 K2, MEADDWS: -- zal & sense af why all of 2 sudden the

2 two of vou would be telk-ng acoul somclhing that we didr'c
3 find out z2bout until weeks later,

4 KS. YOWANOWITCH: HRight. I'm sorry. I can't remember
5 the circumstcances of the conversalion.

& FR. MEADDWS: Do you remenber where Lne conversatian

7 Loos place?

a FS, YOWANONITCEH: T do not. T do not.

G ER. MEADOWS: %o you fust Krow that it took -- so it may
11 hzve been in a meeting aor it may have besn 1n & zhone cell,
Il but wou don't recall?

12 KS. YOWANIVITCH: Well, I'm prettiy sure (L wasn't a

13 prone call, oecause -- ['m pretty suse 1t wasn't a8 phone

14 call

|5 But T == wou knowWw, as to -- 53 you're asking «wnyed 1
1 think because he Knew that I was still dinterested, still

|7 interested in Ukraine,

18 ER. HEADOWS:  So he was -- he knew you ware interested
14 in a phone call that took place that vou didn't <now hag --
211 Eh, YOWANOWITCH: Interested 1hn the bilateral

21 relationship.

22 K=. MEADOWS: I beg your pardont

23 K5, YOVANOWITCH: Interested in the bilatcral

23 relationsaip, and, you know, AopINg ==

25 HR. MEADDWS:. 5o did he say anything negative about thsa
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President of the Unites States im thal convarsatian With you?

H5. YOVANCGYITCH: Ho, | wouldn't say that.

HR. MEACDW:: 50 IL was a -- he said it 1n & gositive
manner abcut -- 1 wean, nelp -- bring e into the room, 1ntS
the conversation. HOw dic he characterize Lhe President's
actieons, in a positive or negative mannery

M5, YOWVANOVWITCH: T Lhink §L was Just a factual manner,

that this occurred and this was Jelensky's responze.
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MR. MEAZOWS: And so Zelaasky didn't see it as a big
geal is what he said?

M5, YOVANCNVITCH: He said that Presdident Zelensky. that
he noted Lhat, you know, some of the things that Presidsnt
Trumz was [elking about happensd, you Know, vrder The
previous agministrationm, and that he would have his oWn
persan, you Know, &5 prosecutcr general,

And, vou know, T dan't bthink Lbhat Hr. Kent was on the
call e ther, and so mayvbe he didn' L bave full infermation,
but he took that Lo mean thet Fresicent Zglensky had rot
acceptad Che praposal.

M3, MEADOW:: Do you recall how he shared W&ith you oW
he found out about the call since he wasn't on L7

MS. YOVANOVITCA: ko, I don'Ll snod.

H3. MEADOWS: Sa hs just said iL's water cooler talk? I
qean, Naw wWould Geosge Hent -- how would Fr. Kent, Ambassacar
Kent know aboul Lhal?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: T don't know,

M&. MEADOMS: Okay. And then finally., I guess, 15, once
the charactarization ne made &f the call when you read the
Lramscrigl Tor yoursalf, was that consiszert with the way
that he characterized it?

M5, YOMANOVITCH: It didn'L seem Lo -- well, I think

that tie call, the sumnzary of the call is a little it -- you
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1 can inkberpret L “n different ways, Ard =0 iL se2zmed fthat

| ]

r. felensky wes more open ko the various propossls than |

3 fad understoad.

! ME. _ORCAN: Ambasszador, did he call yvou to talk about
3 tha corruption elsmant of the phone call, or did he ca.l o
g tell vou that you were menticnes "n the phone call?

Fi M., YOMARMNOVITCH: As I saic, I oam prelly sure (L was nal
8 g phore call, cumber one.

L ME ., JORDAW: Ckay, But the conversation, wWiat #as it
ik ahaut, both of those issues ar -- becavse I'm not exactly

11 sure what he coamenicatec to you other than thot there was
12 thi1s cell hetweer Presicent Trump and Fresident Zelensky, and
13 then he characterized olemenss of, you know, wiat took claca
14 on that ghone call in a meeting w th you. What did he tell
15 yiau?

16 MS, YOMAMOYTITOH:  Well, ke tald me what T just relaved
17 to vour colleague, Ao did net say, however, anytiing azout
18 me. I had ro ides that I teatured in this conversation.

1 M. JORDAN:  5a he didn't tell you thal you were

2l mentionec in the phore call belween President Zelenaky --

21 M%. YOVANOVITCE: No.

23 ME. ICRDAW: Interesting. okay. Thank you.

23 ME. HMEADCWS: And sinca we're oul af Time, I Just Want
24 to know one Lhing, Asbessador Volker said aeful nice things

25 ghiout you, and he said that you're called Masha.
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M5. YOVANCVITCH: Yes.

HR. MEADCHS: HWhere did you get tThat name from/

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Well, despile my 20s1lirg To Ukraine,
I'm sctually half Russ<an, #nd it's & Iussian nickname._

MR. MEADCWS: 1 yield back.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you 1ike to take a little breax?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: How much langer?

M. RDEBINS: How close are we to being cone is the key
questian?

THE CHAIRMAN: I would hope -- although T can't
guarantee, I would hope that raybe 8 45-F*nute rounc, 3
AS-pinute round, we should be ¢lose Lo done, out 1 dcom't want
lg prowmise, depending on -- bul we're go'ng te do our very
best. Do you wan:t te just keep motoring through?

M5, YOVAROVITCH: Well, why don't we Xeep motoring
througn, but if it"s ancther 45 minules after that, 1 am
going to have o take a break,

THE CHAIRMAN: Okay, that seunds good,

T just had a guick fallow-up gquestion before I yielded
to my collesgues. You were Ambassador to Ukraire for how
Long?

MS. YOVAKDVITCE: Alwnst 3 years.

THE CHAIRMAY: Almost 3 years. And did you develop in
these 3 years a deep interest in Uk-aine and its fulure?

MS. YOVAKDVITC:: I did. And | would also just say Lhal
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this was =y second Lowr in Ukraine, sa yes.

THE CHAIRHAN: Anc when you stop being ar Amsassador Lo
a courtl -y, coes that mean that you ro Llonger have any
tnterest in that country?

MS. YOWANOVITCH: No.

THE CHAIRMAM: And pgoale in the Diplematic Corps would
kriow you were st111 interested in the happenings n that
EaUNTry, would they not?

MR, ROBSINS: That is correcs,

THE CHAIRMAN: And, 1ncead, wheén vou left prior posi= in
Armenia anc elseahsre, people wou'd continue to keep vou

T

irferméd on how Armenia was doing. imagine.

H5. YOVANMOWITCH: 51711 do.

THE CHAIRMAN: 5till do. 50 net unusual at al’l omce you
leave a post for colleagues 1o cortinue sharing with you
infermaticn atout how that country 1s doing and how relations
are helwasn the U.S. and that country?

M5. YOWANDVITCH: That 18 S&rrect.

THE CHAIRMANW: Mr., Malaney.

MRE. MALONEY: Tnank you, Hr. Chairman.

Aabassador Yovanovitch, my rame is Sean Haloreyp. 1
regresent a district in New Yor<., 'We ve 24en ncre Tor more
than 7 hours so, first of 211, Lhank you very much for your
patisnce With us.

And T rhin< 1€°s useful sometimes at tkatl poirt in che
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day just to surmarize, and so T just have a few summary
guestions and I just want to make sure [ understand your
testimony. And so please ¢lszgree with me if you think I'm
misstating arything. but wou spent more than 30 years irn the
Foreign Service, Is that correct?

M&. YOWAMOWITCH:  Thirty-three vears.

ME. 4ALOMEY: And you were Lhe United States Ambassadar
to Lkraine; and having spent hours TisLlening to you, 11 durs

ceoms Like wou were commilblsd to tnat job. Is that fair to

say !

M, YOVANCONITCH:;  Yes, wery much so.

MR. MALCMNEY: And you wers2 good at it, weren't you,
ma'am?

M5, YOVANCVITCH: I thinx sa,

MR, MALONEY: And you had the zppreoval oF your bosses al
the State Department. In fact, they wanted to extend your
tour. Is tkat fair to say!

15, YOVANOVITCOH:  Yaesz,

4. MALONEY: Angd then along came Rudy Giulland, and ro
represented a group of American businessmer, now indicted.
o Selieved that yvou wWare somehow in their way Is Lhal
fair Lo say, that you were in the way of their business
intercsts in Ukraine?

M%. YOVANOVITCH: Thet appears tao he the case.

ME. MALDMEY: Wa're tglking about Mr. Farnas and
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Mr. Fruman?

M3, YOVANCYVITCH: Yes.

MR. MALCHMEY: And he wss slso, of course, advancing
Pres dent Trump's desica gnd irterests, @which the Fres-dent
hzs admitzed in getling an fnvestigation of the Bidens going
in Uekraine, That's true 25 well, isn't 9t?

Ha, YOWVAHOWITCH: It appears to be the case,

ME. MALONEY: But. again, vou Were In the way, st locast
in the minds of Mr. Giuliani and Mr. Trump and Mr. Parnas and
Mr, Fruman. You were an obstacle, 1t seems, to Prezident
[rump's political fnierests and the financial interests of
Mr. Giuliani's naw-incdicted associates. Is thal the sum and
sunstance af yvour testimony todayd

MS, YOUBMCWITCZH: Wel., that sppears to be how evenis
have untolded,

ME. MALONEY: And =o, they partnered -- I believe that
wah your word == they partnered with Mr, Lulsenko o get you
fired, Ian't that right?

HS. YOVANOVITCH: Yes,

M=. FALONEY: They gaot a stary in The HilL nadspager
aboul you, They Sirec up Sean Hannity. They gol &
Repuhlicar Congressman, Pete S&s5s510ns, 10 Writs a letter
cricscizing wou. They made a bunch of llegal -- apparently
illezal campaign contributians we nod EnoW abolt.  They even

tried to cump 2 bunch of dirt on you, &5 1 understand,
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through the Siate Cepartment IG. Is that all correct? You
Wwanl me ta leave off the last one?

MR, ROBBIN5: Well, =she's nobt & lawyer, She can't
camment on whether these are campaign finance vialations or
nat.

MR, MALOMEY: I spprecrate that, Mr. Robbins.

lhere was a story in The 4711 roewspaper.  S2an Rannity
gat inwolved, Pete 5essions wrote a letter. and there are
azparently illegal campaigrn contributions, all relaled To
you, isn't that right, ard the desire to get you firesd

M5, YOVAMOWITCH: That agpears Lo ba Lhe Case.

MR. MALOMEY: Well, and it worked, didn't 4t
Arzassador?

M5, YOVAHNCWITCH: Yes.

MR, MALOHMEY: They got yad aut of the way. IL sesns Lo
me they threw you to the wolves. 15 that whalb happencd?

M5, YOVANMOWVITCH: Well., <learly, thay d1dn't Wwant me 1in
Heraine znymore,

MR, MALOMEY: And so, if vou Wwers gaing to osum up why
you weré such a problem for the political interests of the
President in t-ying to get this irvestigation started of the
Bidens and the fimancial interests of Mr. Gluliani's
now-indicted associates, why were you such a thorn in their
side That vou had toc be Tired?

Mz, TOMANCYITLH: Honestly, 1t's @ mystery T2 me; zut
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all T can conclude from everything that 1've scenm over the
last 5 or & months s that they felt that ocur policy to try
ts rake Uxraine stronger and =more resilient, through the
arlicarruption policies as well as through, you kngw, Lhe
other assistance Lhal ~e’'ve lalkec adout teoday., and that our
policies &nd our actiens, and specifically my actions, as the
leacer of the U.5. emzassy, were, you know, problemabic for
them. 1 don®L <naw why that would be, though, because il is
aur palicy.

K. MALONEY: Wwell, Madsm Ambassador, I want to tzll you
that 1've spent y2ars werking at the Wnite House in State
pavernnent, years nas 12 the Congress. I've spent a lot of
tine sround 2 1at of serior governmenti oflicials, a lot of
members of the Foreign Service. T altenced the GeorgeZown

School of Foreign Service.

I want Lo let you krnow that I don't recall ever seeing
samecne treated as poarly as you've been Lreated, and I thirk
you're owed an apology by your goverament. And T think
you ve served the country well ang honarably for a long, Long
time, and you didn't dese-ve this. And [ apareciate your
appearance today, and T just want Lg lel you Rnos Lhal some
af us feel very badly about what's nappencd to you.

NS, YOYAHOVITCH: Thank you.

THE CHATRHMAK: 1I°d just l1ike to say amen to that.

Representative Heck.
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[ MR. RECK: Thank you, HMr. Chairmzn.
2 Hacam Ambassacdor, my name is Denry Hec<. 1 dave ftne

privilege to represent the 10Ch District of Washington state.

e

4 My guesticning will be brief, beginning wilkn: Once you

T

razch anmbassaderial ranking at the &tate Department, cocs tThe

i Dzpartrent have any sysitemalic feedback ar performance for

~1

ambassadors, nowever formal or “nformaly

A H5. YOVAHNONITCH: Yes. We have an 2valuation process

n EYEFY Year taat is written, angd then there zre counseling

1 525351005, you know, three or four durirg the vear, Bul

11 Lrere’'s g W@rillen cocumeant ©T 70w YoU nave done Tiat ¥oar.
12 HR., HECK: Did wou have that evaluation performed while
13 youU were in Ukraine?

12 HS., YOWANOWVITCH: Yes,

|5 HR. HECK: Once or tWice or three times?

la H3. YOVANOWITCH: Accually, I'm not even =surc, boecause
17 trerse Was -- it wWas at least four Eimz2s, mavbe even more,

18 bacause there was @ change of adwinistration, 30 the direct
19 suparvisar, the Assistant secreatary changed, ot cetera, of
2 ceatera, 50 a numbers af evaluaticns,

21 MR, HECK: Were any of those evaluatidns negatived

Z2 M5, YOWANOVITCH: No,

23 MR. HECK: Did ary of them cite serious concerns for any
1 aspect of yodr performance?

25 M5, YOVANOYWITCH: MNo.
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MR. HECK: Ts lhat also true of yvour entire 33 years al
the State DPeparimenl?

S, YOMAROVITCH:  Fretty much,

MR. HECE: Is it fair ar accurarte to say that curing
your %3 years at the Stale Dapartment, more or less, you had
a steady propressiaon of responsihilizies given to you?

M5, YOWANDWITCH:  Yas.

MR, HECK: Thank you for your zervics, ma'am,

M%, YOWANCYVITCH:  Thenk you.

THE CHAIRMAWN: HMalirnowski,

ME, MALIMCWSKI: Thanz yoau.

Ambasszscor, | first wenl Lo echo Representaz-ve
Felanagy's Corments,

M5. YOVANOVITCH: Thank you,

ME., MALTIMOWSKT: AL voU «4now, We scryved in the sane
institution on twa soparate accasions. I sarvad at the NSD.
Zhal you're describing is corpletely alen (o re, I gusss
with the caveat that I have seen 1t 1in other countries, but
Aot im the United Stztes ol America, and shocked and disrayed
iz very diplomatic lenguage Chat you used for what wou
dascribed ensued,

T want ta spend a Little bit of time running through
With you some of the Lhinpgs you satd zbout our articarruption
pelicies. [ want l¢ have -- 1 want to make sure that

everyong has a better understanding af what we as a cauntry,
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WE @5 @ govermment are actually abowt.

That there wes & comprehensive anticorrupticn palicy
being pursuad by the administration through you, Lhrough the
cmhessy and other agencies. That would have 1nvolved
provicing financial support, grarls Lhrough USALD to
antico-rupticn organizations opereting 1n Ukreine. Is that
correcl?

M5, YOMAMQVITCH: That is correct.

ME. MALIMOW:EL: It would have involved 8 lot of
advpcacy aiwed at sirengthening the wvarious anticorruption
TASTIiTUTIan: in the country. You mentionad the Natignal
Antico-rupticr Bureau of Ukraine, NABU, for example, which
was, would you agres, good 90 concept but nesced improvement
in Terms of how it was operating?

M5. YOVAMDVITCH: Yes. that 15 correcr,

ME, HMALIMOWSKI: More support, more resources.

My understanding -- there's alse an anticorruptian
court, which was an important reform, but alsp would you say
sorething that needed zigrificant maravement?

M3, YOVAROWITCH: Well, and il's anly just been stood
Jp. It just started working in Septemoer of this year.

MR. MALIANCWSKI: Understcod. My understanding is that
aver 100 cases, specific cases, have besn referred from HNABL
Lg the arlicarrupLbion court that nave not yet been acted an.

moes that scund right to youl
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M5, YOWANOVITCH: That sounds right as of about the time
that [ left, but 1 dun't krow what the status is now.

MR, MALINOWSKI: Undersioocd, %S¢ we would have been
pushirg these institutions ts accelerste, intensify rhat work
10 chow betier resulls, IS that correct?

MS. YOVANOVITCH:  Yeah., That's what the Ukrainian
peaple want,

MR, MALTNOWSKI: There was a law an LL1eit enrichment
of public efficials which was struck down by the courts. and
then e were gdvocating that it be reintroduced oy the new
agministration. Is Lhat carrect?

Ma, YOVAHCVITCH Yes, and it was specifically ane of
Lhe 1sswues that I mentioned in that March SLh speach.

M2, MALIHOWS#I: And 1 toonk vwou also mentianed in that
spesch the need Lo Tight corruption in the defense sactor,
You meslioned Usraboroaprom, the main defense company.

ME. YOWANIVITCH: Uh-huh.

ME. MALINIWSKI; A&And Lhere have Geen a Lot of, you HAdw,
illicit coni-acls, peosle prefiting on the side Trom arms
aoquisilionrs, and you were veéry concernss about tThat.  You
asged for an avdit of that company, 1€ that correct?

M5, YOVAMOYITCH: That is correct, because this was zll
taking place at a Lime when Lkraine was actually “n a
snooting war wikh Russia.

MR, MALINCWSEI: And then wWwe hawve gdiscussed the
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all-importarnt ofTice of the special anticorrupticon
srasecutor, Mr. <holodnicsky.

M3, YOVANOVWITCH: Kholodn?tsky.

MR, MaLINOWSKI: <holoonitsky.  And in that speech, yau
sointad to the cozching of suspects in anticorrupi-or cases,
and wvou poinled cul that nobady could se-ve effectively in
that capacity whe was caught doing such things.

The day after actually you gawve that speechk, Under
Lecretary Hale wisited Ukraine, Is that --

M5, ¥YOWARONITCH:;  He arrived that n-ght.

ME. HMaLIMOWEKI: And so, Chose 1ssuas MENT -- ware
thaose 1ssues raised by Under Secretary Hale?

M%. YOWAMONITON: Yes, they weoro ra“sed 'n bilateral
meetings. And I obviously told him about the speech and gave
im g Cogy and sa TorLh.

MR. HALINOWSKI: And was that speech clegred in Lhe
Departmenty

MEO O YOWANDVITCH:  No.

FRE. MALTNIWSKI: But you dig discuss it, as you
menticned before, with folks cac< home?

ES. YOVANIVITCH: L1t wasn t & surprise to anveody, I
can't remember whathes I had the conversation or somebody
else did.

K3, MALINOWSKI: And nobody obected to the thrust

b A £
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M5, YOWARDVITCH: Yo, Ye were quite comcorncd about the

rollbecs of Laese reforms.

ME. FALTIHOWSKI: 5o this was a comgprehensive
anticorruption strategy with & lat n® asks, probably cany
thnat I didn'L mention and don't know about.

S50 my mext guestion 15, to your know.edge. £1d Mayor
Glul*ant, *n any of his meetings with Ukrainfan officials, =n
any af his public statements ar intoerviews, did he press Lhe
Ukrgintans to pursue thase reforms o this system of
corruation. these specilic things that the U.%5. Lovernrmant.
under the Trunp administration, was asking the LUkrairians to
do/

M5, YOYWAHOVITCH: L'w not sure, but 1 did motice that
the -- gre of the papers that you provided. Wwhicn was
Mr. Giuliani's specch at the YES Conference, he talked about

Lae importance of fighting Corruptian and so Torth., But I'm

net surg --
MR, MALINGWS<T: In gerneral terms, but d°d he --
M5, YOVANOWITCH: In general terms,

He. PALINOWSKI: Did he ratse The ansicorruptian courl?

L)
=1

¢ raise the need to strengln NABU and to --

HS. YOVANOVITCH: XNot that ['w aware of.

ER. MALINOW:KI: Did Ambassador Somdland. 1n his
engageacnts @ith the UKraimian authorities, press on thess

specif:c., not snticorruption 1n general. out press on these
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specitic reforms and changes that we worc seaoingy

M% ., YOWANOVITCH: I doa't think so0. Reczglling taaft, ¥au
know, his sorf of inigerest “n Ueraine or engagemeni with
Ukraine started sorZ of at the erd of February, and 1 was
gone by April 20th -- or May 200k,

MR, HALIMOWSKI: 1o your knowlecgs, did Lhe President or
anyone purgerting Lo speas for the President zrass the
UWkrainfans an those specific reforms?

Mz, YOWAROWITCH: ‘Well. of course --

ME. HALTMOWSKI: I mean you. of course.

MS ., YOWANOVITCH: == w8, We recresent the Presidenl.

MR. HALIMOWSKI: But, I mean, these emissaries. thosce
sort of more inforpal folks who Ware coming 17 who were not
vou Lhe ambassador or the Stabte Desarlment, were thney
pressing on this specific reform apenda?

M5, YOWANOWITCH: 1 do feal that Ambassador Sondland, &s
a husinessman himself., understood that cosruption was taking
a heavy toll orn Uxraine, and so be did the toz nole,

MR. MALINDWEKI: Right. But as far as specifics --

M5, YOWANDVWITCH: T ¢don't reca l Che specifics, yean.

ME. MALTHOWSKET: Bub as far as aspecifics, did these
individuals raize any specific ceses or issu2s other than
Burizma asd this theory azout «nst may have happened in 2015,
Co vour kaowledge?

M%. YOWANOVITCE: Mot to my kKnowledge.
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MR, MALTNOWSKI: Sa “0's been argued, you Xnaw, since
this has becoms a majer public 1s=ug, that porhaps the
subsequent decisions that were made to hold up the provision
af the lavelins, military aid, Lo hold & pokential
"residential mesting with Pres'dent felensky. that they were
linked to broader concerns zbout corruption in Ukraine.

Ts there any evidence that the foclks wWho wers
communicating taase decisians were, again, raising any
spec1fic concerns with regard to corruption. policy
corruption referms in U<raine, ather tian Burisms ang wiat
thoy think happensd in 20167

M5 . YOWANDWITCH: Not ta =v knowlcdge.

ME. ®MALINDw:K1: 1 me&an, that's imterssting. dan't ¥you
think, that with all this rhetoric abéut corruption. ang we
nave hignly =pecific policies pursued by tha Trurp
gdm risrratian through the State Department, Lerough o’Ticial
thannels, and vet, with military assistance alb slake, none of
those issues get discusses, Do wou find that odg?

M3, YOVAKOVITCH: Yezh. I mean, there are 2 Tot of
important bi1lateral issues that nesd to be discussed al Lhe
highast Llevels.

MR, MALINOWSHI: 50, szeak ng of the scosequent
decisions -- and T know yvou were nol there for the ugltimate
dizedssiaons about the a1d boeing suspended. but I oig wani Lo

ask youl how you believe the Ukrainians would have percesived
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t1ose decisions 1n this context.

Yoau have., at the time that yvou were thare, 5205 That
Lrers is periazs a parallel policy.  You'we said that The
p*ficial administration policy, as represented by the State
Departient, was very posibive towards Ukraine. You strongly
sapperled L, Lhat S0 was, in one resaect, better than the
Qzara administration's policy.

But did it begin to seem as 1T there was, psErhaps., a
parallel policy, represantced by Mr. Giuliani and those araund
him, that had a dittrerent set of priorities!

MS. YOVAMOWITCH: Well, 1n retrospect, you «<now, that
characterization seems Lo be correct. But at the time. yoL
KnMow, We woren't seeing, vou know, all of the pisces, I
mzan, We could feel that there was stuff out there, but we
hagdn't put it all together.

And so. you know, T nean, T was telling everybody, you
ek, keep on charging forward, This 15 2ur policy. This is
agraad policy that Zepublicans, Democrats have all approved.

MR, MALTMCWSKT: aAnd kefare the aid was suszoended, 7t
Wwould have been fair, perhaps, for tne Ukrainian Government
1o sharte yéur viem that the oT11C7al palicy Was as Yol were
reprasenting it. Is that fair ta say?

M., YOMANCWITCH: Escept I Ehirk that there were other
emissaries, you know, perhaps sharing othes things or

focusing on other things that would have mavbe confused
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people.

MR. MALINOWSKL: 2ut w#ould the knowledge an the partc of
the Usrainlans that there were nom consequences,. 2ic was
susperdes, a meeting was beling held ua, would that rot have
ratsed the level o® zlarm?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Yes. Yes. absolutely,

MR, MALTMOWSKI: Anc =0 irm 3 sense tqe paralicl policy.
ne pun 1ntended, started to Llrump Lhe official golicy at that
point, in retrospect, based on whal you kaow?

MS. YOVAMOVITCH: ILn retrospect, yes,

M. MALINOWSKI: And 1f you'-e a foreign governmerl, and
you're receiving a arssage from people Ahe you believe are
emissaries of tahe President, would you belfeve that if it's
coeing from the President. them that's what you 1isten ta
above what you may be nearing from the State Cepartment ar
gtner agencics that, again, no pun Tntenced, the Prasident
Lrumps all others?

M5, YOVANCYVITCH: Yes.

MR. MALINCWSXT: Thank yaou.

THE CHATRMAN: Eleanor Holmes Nerteon.

H5. KORTON: Hadam Ambassador, T want to commend you on
the way you we handled yourself here today arnd as Aabassador.

I'd really like you == my Question really goes 1o your
role as ambasszder during such change 1n leadersrip in

Ukraine, whether you felt your role was changing at all
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during that kind of upheaval in the country it=e17 and, 17
z0, howW?

M5, YOVAMNOWITCH:  You wedan wils ragard to elactions,
Presidentisl elections?

M5, WORTON: MNea, with regard to the -- you are tne
embassador.  These changes are cccurring during your Zenurs.
You have to relate o not only these chapges, bl [y changes
in persomnel.  I'm Trying to find out how you related Lo
changes in personnsl during your Cime as Ambassadar,

ML YOMAMOYWITOH:  Yos, during -- with the new Zelensky
teams

M=. HCRTON: Excuse me?

ME. YOVANOWITCF: Wilh the neW Prazidenlizl Lear?

M5. HORTOM: Yes.

ME. YOWANDVITCE: 350 Lthal didn't Tully occur until
actually the day T leftl, because the day T left permanently,
Fey 10th, Wes the day of President Zelers<y's insuguration,
But, again, we could see iT coming, ard =0 vou wani to mace
sure the relationships are =olid, that there iz, vyad krow,
some kind of a game clan, &t least, for Now We're going to be
4rgag1ns Wwitn the new fTeam znd 56 Torth.

Aad =0, you know. afzer that first meeting that I had
wWith President Zelensky in Segtember where I 56911 oide't
believe that Poroshenko wouldn't be the -- wou know,

reelected, LUt we started, wou know, having msetings wWith
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hia. And in Novcmber, we staried inlraducicg hia to v s1TIing

0.5. VIPs, as appropriate

5¢ when -- wa've rentioned the David Hale visit. When
Cavid Hale wes in town in March, we made sure that he had
same tima With Ielensky, because we Wanted to, first of all,
saocfalize wWzshington ta the fact thal there might be a gretty
sipnificant change; but Secandly, vou naw, let Zzlensky know
that we -- you know, our foreign -- our leaders, we wWant aur
leaders Lo be able To meet with you, ergage with you, and
start that pracess.

And, you know, w2 hzd @ whole lear That was covering.
obviously, the elections. And as Iclensky's team members
became evidenl, people In the political section were reaching
out to -- you know, ta ERelir appropriate contacts snd so
forth, 2ecause we Want o make sure -- W8 have a very
strong -~ despite everything we've discussed taday, we have a
very strang bilateral relationship with Ukraine,

And we wanl to make sure that that contrnues, becsusc we
have huge equities in that country, you kiow, starting with
the fact that we don't want Russia io win Lhat war. And so.
We Wwanted tc mzke sure that from day ¢ne. the cocrs would
stil® be ooem 1o us, as the new Zéelensky government, wou
kndwW. Deécame acCl™mates T 1S new role.

bid that answer the guestion?

M5, MORTOH: Yes., But were there discussioms, specific
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discussions of military @ic from the United States to Ukraine
during -- before vou left. and during thase changes within
Loe counbry, and were Lhere dillferences ar was tiat
consistent with respecl to how that military aid was viewed?

ES. YOWANDVITCH: Right. 5S¢ wes, there are canszZant
disgussians of military assistance To Ukraine, bzth on the
American zideg, on the Ukrainizn side, and, you kaow, wilh
other international partners that alsc are praviding =ecuribly
and rmilitary assistance,

50 there s a whole process Lhal obviovsly 15 led by DOC
@7 consultations on these {ssues. Where do the Jkrainians
trink they need help. which one of the foreign partners coulc
best help Ukraine with that particular reguesi, and so larih.
50 that goes on pretty much all vear.

And then, of course, there 15 1he budget process that
tre Congress 1s In charge of . and there are, you know.
mdltiple disgcussions, as You proRably &now better than I,
azout, you kaow, what is most appropriate, what can we dof
And, wou krow, Members have sirong vigws and, obviously,
t1ose wiews are incorporated as well.

M5, NORTON: Finally, were there eny instr-uctions from
Washingtaon during these changes that you wWwere gxIeriencing,
Or wWare you essentially le®t o decide Toar yvourszll kRow Lo
onerale &s ambassador?

M5, YOVANCWITCH:  You knowWw. that's a really pood
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| gueslion, 50 11's == wou know, it's kine of an iterative

2 process, Lhat we're always i1 touch with each cther. Lo

3 We're -« you kKnow, with madern communication, whether 1t's hy
4 email,. whether 1t's by ashane, whether TE's, you know, &

3 formal cable mack to tae Cepartment. whethes dt's, you Koow,
i vis tors caming, but we're always sharing what wa're sceing,
7 What We ro thinking, what our advice is, what the poszible

b ciallenges might b2, hod Washirgton can farmulate the besl

¥ pelicy to meet that challenge. And it's kind of an iteratiwe
[} process.

[l S oWe -- but, you know, I don't get to answear, you Know,
12 thee specific guestcion.  It's very rare for an ambassador to
L3 got, you know, kind aof a fTull TnEt-uct-on on Mondsy of the

[4 thirgs you need ta da Lhatb -- you Know, that week. I mean,
LS we mignl get an nstructicn te go in on a parlicular Tssua

£ that we feel strongly about wWith -egars To ares Control ar

17 [ran or something, hut usually, 10L's a wary iterative orocess
18 when it comes to bolaleral affairs.

19 MS. MORTCW: Well, thans you, Madam Ambacsador, Tor your
Zl service in o very tough situation

s | M5, YOVANCYWITCH: Thank yau.

22 THE CrRA_RMAM: HMr, Mitchell.

23 EY WMR. MITCHELL:

24 0 Macam Arbasszator, are you familrar with an

23 irdividual named Dmytry Firlasn?
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A I knoaw Wha he 15,
L] Winat do wou <non abodt nim?
A He is 1iving in Vienna now and is Tighling

extracition to the U.5. by the FEL.

Q Ard do you know whzal he's ean charged wWiCh n the

United States/
A I think 1t's money Laundering charges.
0 Do you know if he has any sort of -- Mr. Firtash

has any sort of relationship with Mr. Parnas?

A I'm not sure.

Q Wral aboul WwiLlh Mr. Frumant

A I'm nmat -- I'm not sure,

Q ME. Shekin?

& Yes.

0 Wrat's their relaticrship?

A I don't know what the relaétionship is, but T saw,

think, it was last Wweek that he testified in s0me court
procecs in Wianna,

V] "Fa" heirg Mr. Shokin?

A Yes.

Q Ard do yeu Know wite represents Mr. Firtash in the
United States?

A I'm not sufficiently conTident o say.

0 Do you krnow whether Yictoria Toensing and Joe

diGenova regresert Mr. Firtash?
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A ['ve ~zad thal 1n The pres:z.

0 Jut you nave nolhing -- no cther knoriedge ¢ther
than what you ve rezc in the sress shout thes?

M o

a Okay. And you indicated that Hr. Firtash resides
in Wienra?

A Yas.

0 Anc are yod aware that Me. Parnas and Mr. Fruman
wera arrested a couple of days ggoe At Dulles Adrport with
Lickets to Yienna?

M I read that in the news.

(] gnd 2ro oyau aware that Mr. Giuliani nas al=o satd
that he had tic<ets to Wiennars

) I wazn't aware of that,

| Are you aware of any Congressmen traveling to

Yienne this yesrd

A, I'm sure lots of Congrescmen Cravel ta Vienna.
] To meet with Mr. Firtash?

A That IT'm rat aware aof.

0 Mow, wou LesLified earlier that yau had &

corversation with Kr, Avakev im azout February of 2019, 1
believe, whicn yvou discussed with Mr, Avakow M-, Ginliant’'s
getivities in Ukraine. You learned about what Mr. Avakow
believed Mr. Giuliani was up to. Is that carrast?

P Yaah, althouzh. vyou know, he Tocused more on
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Mr. Lutsenko and Mr. Fruman and Mr. Parnas.

a Eut Mr. Giul1ant was 2lso d-scussed daring thart
conversaticn?

B Yoo,

a And wou also indicatad that you had at least ane
converzaticn With I believe a feputy af Mr. Lutzenks about
Lhe Fazl that Fr, Giulijizni bas Mel with Mr. Lul<enks sometimea

in the middle of 2018, Ls thet correck?

A I didn't nave that conversation.  The Charge at the
Lime in Ukraine had Chat canverselion,

d Ad who Wwas that?

A laseph Feanington.

0 Aot what bLime period did vou hawe Lhal

conversat-on with M-, Panmington’

A [i would have bzen -- 1L was the wegk -- the wWeek
that I left. 3o the end of Azpril,

4| Cid vouw have more than one conversation Witn
Mr. Pennington or just that one about this Zopic?

A I think on, you :now. what Yenin told kim,
Mr. ¥enin told him, just the aone.

4, But what about geperally 2n the topic of
Mr. Giultani's activities in Ukraine, did you heve more than
one conversation wWwith Mr. Pernington acout bthat?

A T mearn, the short arswer [s probably, T don't

recall any particular conversation that stands cut, Again, I



tried to -- we were super husy at the embassy, becsuse there
was a Presicential electian. 'We were covering it. We were
trying ba figure out how to move our policies Toraard §noa
time of change. And all of th*s I thought, I hoped was a
gdiztraction,

Ang sa I tried to, vou know, look at the nedia and not
dwell on it Loo wwch.  And my TnsZructions to the team ware
tfull spzed ahzad. We have not aeen instructed by wWeshingtar
Lo change gur pelicy or activities in any way, anul we resd o
br aut there and demonstrating that we are sLill at woerk. We
are still representing Lhe American peopla.

0 Do you recell having any conversaticons with Hurt
Wolder about Giuliani's act wities 10 Ukraina?

A Mo,  Abcut maybe a wesk, & week ara a half after
The #4911 articls, w@we had 2 conversatien, sut about the
Conbzss. Ang he started the conversat-on by sayirg. You
know, 11's 2010 teo 3¢ okay. Tt will all blow over. 1 Khow
[L's unpleasant now. But fthat was the exierl ol Lhe
conver=aticn.

Q And when you say, "0 wWwill all blow overs." he Wwas
referring to the article in The Hi1l7

A, Yeah, the article, the -- vou know, bthe twests, tLhe
cocial media, the inlerviews, &C cetera.

] Anc what about conversations Wwith Gearge Kant ahout

Giuliani's activities in Ukraine, did you have more than one



conversation with Mr. Kent about that topic?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall roughly wien Lhe T17St T me would
have heen wnen you had conversalions with FMr. Kent zbout
Glullant's activitias in Ukraina!

3 Probably in the Navember-Cecember 2018 time period,
because that's when Avakoy, Minister Avakov, rot to me, bul
to embassy pecple, or an embassy personm, sa7d, you «<nas, that
there’'s something out there, she needs (o be -- sha, me,
needs to be careful. Asd so. you know, the next phone
conversation -- 1 mean. I dign’'t have anytning specific to
repart except for what I just tald you now.

Q And it sounds 1like# vou had more Lhan one
conversation with Hr. Xent about th's tepic?

A Yes.

Q So the first one would have been late 2018. Wher
W5 the next time that you hat an ¢ccasion 1o talk to
Fr. £ent zbout this?

A, Well, so the next time was probably when I was here
in Washingron for the Chief of Mission Conference in early
Jenuary., Arc I saw. you Know, George. 50 we discussed these
issues. But. you know. there wasn't anything reslly there at
that time.

Q That you were aware of?

A ¥Yes, exactly. I mean, 1l d7dn't know at that tiag
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that Mr. Lutsenko was actually 1n the U.5. fn Januzry io meet
Hith Hr, Giulian7.

] 50 #nen you had this conversalion wilhk Br. Eerl in
Jarwary of 1019, you knew, generally, o' Mr. G ulizni's
acblivit'es, but you knew 2 lot less then than you krow now?

A Yeah.

0 Can you describa the nature ¢f thal conversation
Lhal you had with Mr. Kenl?

A Yeah, 5o Lhere was, you know, as resorted, that
there was this -- these contasts sctween Giuliand ard
Lulsen<a. That was very nebulcus and [ dicn't have much te
ES an, But there was also anolher issue Lhal deall Hith
Hr. Giuliani. where the cmbassy had recefved -- so, just
backing up tz explair 1L,

The embassy had received & visa apgpl-cation for =
tourist visa from Mr. Shokin, the previous prosacutar
general. And he said thal he was coming to visit his
children, whe Live in the United States, And s¢, the
consular Mplks, you know, got the applicaticon, recognized the
name¢. and believed that he was ‘nelligible fTor a visa, basad
an 18, vou know, knoan corrupt activities.

And they zZlerted me to this. Ane [ said. Well, what
would you do i7 he wasn't == if it wasn't Hr. Shocin, if it
was some other businessman Lhal we cidr' L recognize the nama?

And they said. We would refuse the visa. And so. my




1

11

12

ungerstancing s that that's -- that that is whal happened,

cither & formal harc refusal, o

wht we call a £2156,

Wit ch

is an adninistrative refuszl, asking Tar more infoermation.

The next thing we kpew -- sa ]

plerted Washington to

Lnis, Lhal L[nis had happened. And tha noxt thing wWwe ENEwW,

Heyor Giuliani was calling the wWwhite House zs well az the

Asgistant decratary for Consular ATfairs,

saying Lhat

WAL

blocking the visa for Hr. Shokin, and that Mr. Sackin was

coming o mest him a@nd provide infarmation 2bout corruption

at tne embassy, TnCLucing my COrruplion.

Q Cid you know the purported purpose of Mr, Shokin

kravel to the Unfted S5tates at the time when wou had this

dizzussian wita the consular folks sbout follawing norma’

protocal --

! Ma,
G -= and not mzking any excegplions for Mr. Shokin?
A Ma. What he told -- 1 mean, we can only go by what

a visa applicant tells us,  kWhat

going o -- I den't 4raw if it's chile ar ¢aildren. but &
chile, at lezst, in the Unites 3tates, and 30, WE assuUmed
that that nas the truth.

@ And wou dindicated that you notified, ar you alerted

he told us wWwas that he was

wastingtan., Wagt co you mean by that?

A kell, vou know, I callecd,

hssistant Secretary, Gesrge Kent,

Lo

again., the Depuly

et

VOU ANgW,

Zince

5
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he' s the person who is respoisible day-teo-day for Ukraine
policy, I thin< I called hina to 1et him know Lhat Ladis oas
out there, I wasn't sure whether there would be -- I mean,
whiat I was inagining is thal maybe Frestident Poroshenko,
since they have a close relatienship, might complain. or that
mayhe Lae Anbassador here might complain,

I mean, because T Lhought that since he was 3 man who
previously held & a*zh pasitian and conlinees Lo kKnow those
irdividuals tThat tnere Mmignt be complaints, and you never
want to blindside Washingten, 5S¢ Wé let therm know.

And, agzin, I know that Fr. Kenl talkec to Assistant
Secretary of State Wa2ss Mitchell. And Wess -- Hr. Hitchell
was completely supporbive, that this had beer the right
decision.

And waen -- wou krow, of cowrse, &hen the calls cans
fram Mr. Giuliani to the White House ard to the Assisbant
secratary for Consular ATfairs, thay got n touchk with Lae
European Bureau, and Mr. Mitchell, you Hrgw, kelg frrm, I
mean, |t was a consular decisian. The consular folks felt
Lhat they had made the right decisian, And, you know, Lhere
Was the added issue that, you knod, basically the notorfous
reputation o Mr. Shakin. And, frankly, at the enZ of the
day, ha lied on his visa application.

qQ How dic he lie?

A 4e tole ws that he was going to visit & child or
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children, but then the next thing that w2 Know is he wWas
really poing te see Mayor Giuliani.

) And you learned that?

A From Hayor Liuvliani

Q Mr. Giuliani slated such?

A Yegh., [ mean, | dicn't hear that directly,
cbviously, but --

0 Oid you have arny conversatiens with Asbassador
Sondland apout Giuliani's astivities *n Ukraing?

A The only activity [ had was == I'm sorry. tThe only
convaersation I hzd was after The Hill article, after the
weekend of . you xnow, 211 Lhe attscks and Fanrity &nd
everything else and the tweet from Donald Trump Jr., 1 called
Mr. Sendland to ask him his advice of -- you knoa. when Lkis
appeared to be a Ukraine stary. when i1t wWas Lutsenko's
interview, the State Department was SLpportive. There wWas
actuslly a visiting delegation af Congressional Members.

They weare very supporlive and rafsed this in all issues, tha:
tn15 5 not the way to trest our ambassaceor, 1 really
aspreciated that. But then wien the stary seamed Lo SHITT Lo
t1e United States, then obviously it became much more
delicaze.

1] Ant what did Fr. Sordisnd sy when you talked to
him about this topicy

A He hadn't been aware of 1T, that the story had
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sh'fied. and he said, you knows, you need to go big or go

home. You need to. you know, lweet cut there that vou
supper: the President, anc that all these are Ties anc
everything else. And, you KnoW. S0, you kaaw, 1 mran,
obvigusly, that was advice It was advice that [ did not see
how T could implement *m my rale as an Ambassador. and as 2
foreign Service officer,

o Why not?

A Well, for one thing, the Stale Department was
silent T just didn't see that there would be any advantage
te publicly taking en 2 fight with those who were criticizing
meé in the Unifed States.

Q Was tnat your only conversation mith Fir. Somdland
aboul Lhis?

A Yes., I mean, wien 1t was & Lkraine story. I had
talked to him azout it, and he was guite relpful. Bur. yaou
snuw, wWhar 1% shifted locus, then Lkal was Ehe only one.

0 You testiftiec earlier Lhal Mr. Brechbuhl, I think
you satd, was running point on -- during the time period that
yo. were recalled. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Dic¢ you have ary conversat:ons with Couasel
Breckbuhl at any time aboul Mr. Giuliani‘s activities in
U<raine?’

A Mo, Ll've never met him.
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MR, MITCHELL: Chairman, do yvou have any?

THE CHAIRMAN: I do.  HoWw much time do we nave lefr!?

MH. 5TO5%2: Four mindbes.

THE CHAIRHMAN: Faur minutes.

Were yvou aware of whether Victoriz Toensing or Josaph
diGernova plaved any role in assisting Mr. Sidliant W1th
gelling Ukraine Lo conduclt Lhese TwWa poliCical
mvestigabions?

M= . YOWANOWITCH: M.

THE CHAIRMAM:  You mentioned that there was a rumor that
the Fresident may have joingd, Sy shone, a mesting betwesn
Mr. Givliani and Mr. Lutsenkc. What was the time of chat
nmealing?

M5 YOWANDVITCE;  Thet was the January 2018 meebing.

THE CHAIRMAN:  An¢ where did vou hear th s particular
rumer fram?

K5, YOWANIVITCH: From Pr. Yenin, Ang I didn't hear it
directly. I heard it through Jloseph Fenrington, the Charge
4. Lhe time. 7he --- I'm sorry,. coulg you repedat the
gquestion?

THE CHAIRMAM: You were telling me where you nad heard
that rumar fror.

Mo, YOVANOWITCH: ©Ch, Mr. Yenin, the deputy -- Well, he
was ane o' Lhe deputy proscecutors to Fr. Lutsenko and ne

handled international affairs.
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THE CHAIRHMAN: 50 this came Trom the Ukrain-ans, this
intormation or rumor that the President may have joined this
meeting by phane?

M5. YOWANOVITCH: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you hear that from anvone else?

M5. YONANOVITCH: HNo, T don't think sa.

THE CHATRMAM: Di1d e tell you where he had heard that
trom!

M%, YOVAMCVITCH: Again, T didn'b have the conversation,
bi.t T -- my understanding wes he was cither -- tThat he had
hears i7T from Mr. Lulsenko.

THE CHAIRMAN: 50 you'r¢ saving was Thet Fr. Lutssnke
had Lold him that the Fresident had phaned inla Lheir
weeTing?

ME . YOWANDVWITCE:  Lh-huh.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ts that 2 y=s57

ME, YOVANOVITCH: That's a yas,

THZ CHAIRHAM: while you were Amwbassacor bto Us<raine, d1d
wolu ever raise ary concerns with the State Departasnt aboul
ivliani®s activilics in Ukraine?

M5, TOVBNCWITCH: Well, you know, thera was a seriss of
corversations, as we learnec more and moce.  And T con't know
if tnat constitutes raising cancerns. 1 would say it does
constitute reising concerns, but it s not lide [ sent 10 a

Tormat cable outlining everything, It fell wvery --= very
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censitive and wery political.

THE CHATREHAM:  And who 44id wou express Lhose concerns
with?

M%, YOWANCVWITCH: The Eurgpean Suread.

THE CHAIEMAM: And who in particular?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: George Kent: Fhil Reeker, when he came
an boz-d,

IHz CHEALRMAN:  And what was Ltheir rospanse when you

raised Lhe concerns thatb Gialiani was involved in sctivities
that may b at ooes wilh U.3, policy?

M, YOWANCVWITCH: wWell, they were concerned oo,

THZ CHAIRMAMN: And how did they express their concerns
La you?

Mo, YOWANCVITCH: I meen, T con'l roally <naw how To
gnswer Lihat guesticn, I mean, 1t was -- it wes kird of 2
what are you hearing, what do vou think 75 happening?  You
“naid, it was that kind of a conversation.

THE CHAIRMAN: And one Llast guestion hefore [ wicld La
the minority., Dic anvone al Lhe SLale Department Try 1o sLop
those efforts?

Mz, TOVANCYITCH: I deor't think so. I con't think Lhey
felt they ccoculd.

THE CHALRMAM: Do you want Lo take a break before we

MR. ROBBINS: Yes. I wonder 17 I can inguire hew much

longer we're goirng tonighty
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THE CHATRMAN: Let me ask the minority, do you expect
you'll use the enlire 43 minutes? Okay. We have & few more
guestions I think on our side. 50 would you like to lake &
broak?

ME. ROEEINS; Well, among other things, I've got to plan
2 triz back to MNew York, Sp are we going past 7 o' cleck
tonighl?

THE CHATIRMAW: Yeazh. I think< we are, yeah. A1l right,
lat's taske a 12-minute break.

[Reces=ss.]

THE CHAIRMAN: GOkay, let's go back o1 the record, and
the cime is wilh Loe minority.

MR, CASTOR: Thank wyou.

BY HMR. CATOR:

Q Ambassader, oncg again, we wanl Lo you <NCW,
restale our aporeciazion for your participation here today as
wall as your 30-plus year career. bYHe value your servize and
we tharnk you tor 1L,

The facl that we're asking guestions here Loday and some
of the gqueslians, yau knawWw, may oF may not be the questions
volk'd Like to be talking sboul here today, we're dong our
best to try to “ind the facts, but thank you zgain for your
service, and we have the uvtmost respect for your career and
juslt wanbed to officially say that ta you.

i Thank you,
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a In your Feoruary meeting #ith Minister Avakov, what

speci®ic 1ssues did he ssy Mr. Giul-ani was frying to raise

wibth s
B He said taat Mr. Giuliant wanted Lo maet him,
q aAnd Avakoy was trying to avoid Lhal neeting?
A Yes .
0 Arnd Jdid hz ever come o learn what Giuliani was

Erying to impart to him &l Lhal meeling?

I I doan't believe he did. I think he assumed it
had -- it was related to Mr. Lutsenko's work With Hr.
Giuliani, because it was Mr, Lutsernko and Mr. Fruman and
Parnas who were trying to ocersuzsde Mr. Avakov to mecl with
Mr, Giuvliani,

[ To wvour knowledge, was Mr. Avakav, was he
anti-Trurg?

A I think he was pro-Avakov.

G Ckay, He had some -- he had sore regative

statements in the med-a sbout the PFresident,  Arce you aware

al Chat?

h ko, T mean., maybe I was at the time, but 1t
hasn't -- 97 didn'"t register wibh me,

M You didn't especizlly “dentify him as an anti-Trump
parson?

# I think he 1s a wery pragmatic man.

M He assarced on TWwitter the Fresidenl was diagnosead



| as a dangerous mTsfit.  Dig you have any awarenes: of that?

2 A Mo. When dic he de that?

3 [Exhibit No. &

4 was markec faor identification.]
3 AT ME. CALTOE:

f 0 Tnis is in a Facehook past. I have & Politico

7 arzicle herc. Maybe it's just helpful if I pass it around.

R I'11l mark it as exhibit 5. [ got <copies. This i3 a Palitico
f article from January 2017, &0 thi1s 1s thea beginniang of your
11 term Have you evor scen this article before?

11 L I dan't <now. I mean, I can t read throupgh it, and
12 I'wm not sure I wWodld remember from early 2017

13 3 Okay. It jusb -- 1L poss Chrough wa-iows eftorts
14 of Ukrainians thalt were just trying te sabatage Trump, and

13 Avakoy 15 quoted on page 14: Uerainian's Minister af

I f Internal Affai-~s, Arser Avakev. piled on, trashirg T-ump an
[7 Twitzer in July as, guole, "2 clown and asserfing that ruma
13 is, gquote, an even Digger danger te the U.5. than terrorism.”
I I'he subsequent parag-aph talks about the Facebook post,
20 but does this refrash any of your reco_lectizn? DMd vou

21 ~gglize that he was as hobtly anli=Trump 2s thesa Camments?

22 A As [ said. 1 mean, this obwicusly was bhefore I

23 artived in Ueraine, and so. I might have szen 7t at the time.
24 Bul curing -- during my time in U<raine, I m2an, AvEKIY 12 2

25 Very pragmatic man., He's Tgoking Tar parlrerships. 1T the
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President of the United States is Dongld Trump, he's going to
Wor< withk Comald Traomp. If 1t 1s you, he's £010F Co wark
with wou, and he's going Lo Mind partrersinips and ways to
maks That work.

Q This Felitico report Lalks about somebody by The
name gl Alexandra Craelupa, iF I'a prorauncing that name
correctly. Did you gever near of her zefore?

&, Yeah.

o Vhat do vou know sbout her?

B, Only what 1s 1n the prass.
L Have You ever mel heary
i, Mp, or at least to the hest of my knowledes, I

naven't met her, Decause, I mean, press also regorted Lhal
she wWworked at the U<rainian Embassy. 5o I'we besn obwiously
t9 the Ukrainian Emoassy nere, and T may have mel her 3l &n
event or something.

0 Do vou know zbout zny efforts tnat she undartocok to
work witsn the Ukrziafan Cmbacey to further negative
infarmation about the nowW-Fresident Trump?

o 11 | know 18 what ['ve rezd n the medis.

i Fas Chalupa ever <omg Up at the enbassy "n voLr
discussions &l posty

H ko, T don't think so.

0 On page 13 of this report, it talks about Lhe

U<ratnlar Ambassador to the U, 5., Cnhaly, publisatng an op-gd
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chastising the President. Does that ring any zells? Do you
have any Tamiliarity with that?

A Where coss it say that?

J [t's on pase 13 of 18

A, Ll =Fiuh .

¥ The bottom paragraph: The Ambassador Chaly penned
an op-ed for The Hill in which fne chastised Trump Tor a
canfusing series of stataments/

A ¥egh, I do remember (he oj=ed,

Q Okay. Wwhat do wou know akout Anbassadar Chaly's
perspective on Fresidant Trump?

A Well, I think my recollection ot the op-ed wWas that
het was coicerned asout some slalemenls Lhat candidate Truap
at the time had made wilk regard to, you Know, whether Crimea
Mas Russian or Ukrainian. And so, I thin< that was the
reasen Tor the op-=d. I mean, obvidusly, this 15 a8 very
sensitive issue for the Ukrainfans,

(] Ihe stary goes on Lo just Lalk about how the
Ukrainian officials were, 1n fact, supporzing Hillary
Clintan, rot President Trump. If that & *air assezsment of
Ukrainzan officials at the tise, curing Lhe ZU1G period
leacing up to the elaction?

& I mean, when you say supporting Hillary Clinton. 1
wean, I've read these articles, but, you know, I'm not sure

that == I mean, I can't judge Lhe valigity af what was
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happering here in the United States,

Q Fair erough. We spoke a couple different times
aboLlL the communication yau had with Gecrge Kant.

A Un-huh.

Q And 1 thought 1t might Se nelptul To Just g0
through the whole episcce again fram beginning to end, Where
you could just tell us exactly what happened, where it
heppened, anytiing you remember about that commurication?

A I don't think I have anything to adc to what I've
Lold you previously.

L 56 1 pguess we're asking you to just recount 1t
again, because 1L came up curing the questioning af 2 counle
different Members ard at a couple different Limes, and we're
just trying o get = full accounting of it. 17 we may.

THE CHAIRMAN: ©Can I just sugpgest, fecause it's getting
lale, that she has talked aboul this guite & Tol. TI7T you
have & specific guestion, 1 think, rather than having her
repoat everything she's already s&18.

MR. MEADOWS: HMr. Chairfman. with all due respect. we
daon't tell you how to ask guestions and we haven't all day.
And | don't think when it's the minority's time, it is
appraopriate, Hr. Chzirman, to Instruct us on how o ask
quescions.

THE CHAIRHAM: T1°'wm making a recormendalion to me

talleague. He can follow 1% or not follow it. And the
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wilress can say skhe s alresdy answored the question 71f she
wishes or she can g¢ through 1t alt over ggain, hut “n the
interest of time -- il's heen a long day for the
Amsassacor -- L'm recommending that we nol simply retrcad
ground we've al-eady covered,

ME, JORCAN: Ambassador, what saccitically cid Mr. Kent
tell you aceut the phane call between President Zelensky anc
President Trump!

M2, ROBETNS: 1 think we'we coversd this and T'11
instruct the wilness not te answer 1t yet another time.

ME. MEADOWS: Your obiection, Courselar. is based on
what? I mean, I'wm just tellirg you, based on the Lranscr pls
that we have Lo data, 1t is unclear exsctly what the full
scope of her testimany 7s.

and so, I would suggest Lhat thare's been a leot of
recuadant questions here by the majorily, and 17 yolb will
just allow us Lo clarify, we want to make sure that we don't
hzve the ambassadar's words tangled up with our
understanding.

ME. ROBBINS: Yeah. I dor't accepb the prerise that --
I'm sorry, I wasn't quite fimished. I don'l azceat the
prem-se that Lhe witness needs to clarify anythirg, I con't
acocept the premise that there have been lots o7 redundant
gusstions.

And the predicate of the question that was pending 15, L




L

=]

know you ve said bhis several times, but just so | can near
it ane mare tire. Thet sounds like 2 guestion Laal lawWwyers
cEll -=- I'm nol dane.

KR, MEADOWS: Well, I'm not dane either. We can ask 1t
in a different way, Counselor, if that's what we nead to do.

KR. ROBBINS: A1l right. Well, l've stated my objection
ard the objection is peneding, and I'L1 let the chairman rule
as 1e wisnes.

FE. J0RD&N: Ambassacor, wien I asked you the guestion
carlicr, vou said he ¢id not talk to vou azout the fact that
You Woere mentigngg in the call 50 wWe kpow LRat wasn'T what
happered. And 2Ll wWwe' - asking "5 -- me know that wasn t
discusses,  So oall we' re asking s, what was specifically
discussec]

IT it wasn't -- 1 think many pegple would think the
Ffrst thing he would tell you is, Hey, there was & call
herween Proesident Trump and President Felepsky, anc you were
menzioned in the call. That would seem to me Lo be the most
abyious thing. 2ut you told me cireclly a coLple Fours zgo
that that was not the case. He did nol Lel’ you that you
ware mentisrad 1m the call. So all we're aseing is. whal did
he say specifically about the call?

MR, ROBBINS: You can answer 1t o1e more timg and that's

M5, YOVANCVITCH: The reason I was so emphalbic about The
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fact that he didn't say that, thal T was featured in this
phone call, 75 that I would have remerbered that, 2 mean, I
can tell you that for sure. 50 --

MR JCRDAN:  And if he knew that, ambassadar, vou wWould
have thought Mr. Kent would nave probably told you that Tirst
Lhing, right?

M5, YOVANOYVITCH: I Cthink he would have tolo me.

MR, JORCAN; Okay, %o all we're asking is, he made a
point Lo Lalk te you aboeut the call, but he didn't tell you
the rost cbwious thing. Maybe ke didn't know tost, [ daen'l
krow, 20 what ¢1d ho tell you?

M5. YOVAMOVITCH: 5o, you know, he == Lhis w2s 2
relatively shorl Conversazion, Heo said that the two
arpsidents hed spaken. I szid, good, because, you know,
that's the sort of thing vou always wanl, right, Lo
strengthen 3 bilaterzal relationshisz, tnat kirnd of leadsrshio
rngagenent.

And wial T recall him saying is that Trump nad --
Fresidert Trump hed ssked for -- you xraw, Tor some
zucictance an the investigations, and Lhel Presicent Zelensky
harg said that, you <nod, 3ll 0F the congcerns that Fresident
Trumg had, that happened, yad know, in the previous
aciinistration and this was a new Leam z2nd Lhal he was going
Lee ke having nis own prosecutor gereral. That's what I

recal’ of the converszbLion,



MR . JORDAN: Okay, thank you,

MR. CASTOR:! Mr. Ferry had some questioans.

MR. FERRY: Thank vyou.

Arbassador Yoavanowitch, I want to talk to you a Little
bit about social =mediz activities. During your Lepure n
Diraine, did your -- vou talked about this 2 Little bit, but
I'm == did your staff monitor social redia accounts unrelated
toc visa applications? And 1 know yvou said you didn't get
inta Lhe rutbts and bolis of 1L, but --

K3, A0BEINS: Mey I just ask -- she'll answeér the
gquestion. 1 Just want to understand what Che Membar mezns by
the wore "moritor," because there have been some stories
floating around the dirternet sugpesling all Kinds of
surreptiticus menitoring, and thal word can -

FR. PERREY: I'm net going to use "surregtitious.”

KR, ROBBTHNS: T wunderstand, but the word connotes a
nunecer of different «inds of things, 2nd I just want Lo he
sure that the recard is clear as to wWwhat the Member mosns
khen he uses tne word "monitar.’

MR. PZRRY: Well. T would &sk the ambassador to let us
krow what the scope o thoir menitoring was, Dot Lo me il
would mean that yeou check on & regular basis the acceunts and
the activities of certain ‘ndividuals Lhab you're interested
in.

ME., RCEBLIN:: That's fair encugh, FPlease.
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S5, YOVANONITCH:;  Yeah, T think == 1 mearn. that § what
our press section dic o7 1ssues thel were al, you krow,
inierest to [he Ukrzine-U.5. relactionship, to cther related
1ssues.  Obviously, when Chis whole set of 55085 c24e Up, we
Wwere alsoe following that.

I don't know exactly -- vou know, discuss what Che worc
'manitor” is z2rd wa Torlkh, 1 den't know oxactly how they --
how the press tesm d-d L, bub T think they -- trey kKreéw WAo
was most agtive, for example, on issues of, =ay, MHATC
membership, or IMF fssues, et cetera, that woulc have been of
intarest. And I tnink over time, Llhese Inings, you KNow, Wro
we would Tollow =- I think that's Lhe word we use -- m7ght
changs oyer CTme, because an dssuc beocomes lass interesting
aver Lime far whatever reason.

M2, PERRY: Ckay, let =e ask you this: Wao in tha press
ofFice ihat would do this Tollowing ar monitoring should we
be irlerested in Lalxing to, you know, to find out the scape?
Is there & person that we can address that to, these
questions?

ME L OYOVANOVITOE: Well, T gucss I would say, you Know.
the hezd o Lhe ssCciior,

ME. PERRY: Yau don't know the nane?

MS, YOVAMOVITCH: I'm sorry, T'm gelling bired, but [
will remencer by the erd of this.

MR. PERRY: D¢ vou know how they sclected the specific
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peaple == and I think yvou just said, but T want to clarify ==
pased on the subject they might b2 covering, whether it was
Lhe IMF or -- is Lhal how they selectad the individuglsy

MS, YOWANMCYITCH:  Yeabh. So we nave -- you kKnow, the
press section 1s obv ously very integrated intoe the rest of
the work of the embassy. 50 they know what is of intersst to
Uz, vou kngw, whether it's somebody in the econ seclion, Che
detense sttache, somebody else. &nd sa, they will, you
“rigm -- s L FOX MNews Lhel's covering them most? Is it the
Mow York Times? And so, they witl -- vou kinow, again, The
term I <row is "follow," put I don't precisely «<now what tnat
means. They will Tollow those accounts, whether 1t s
Facehook, whether it's Twiller pr Whalavar.

MR, FERRY:; Dkzy., 5o would thel include Following
Amaricans?

M5, YOMAMCYWITCH:  Yeah. 1 mean, many of -- you know,

Maw York Times, FOX,
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MR. FERRY: L&t me -- L't geing to give you a list of

[

3 names, and you can jusl say yes ar no, if you know.
4 Did vour sta=f request assistance from any D.C. bDureau

too manitor ar Tollow the social media account of Jack

L

G Prescbhiak (ph}?

~1

MS. YOVAMOVITCH: T don't krow,

8 MR. FPERRY: [Qonald [rump. Jdr.?

] M5, ¥YOVANOWITCH: I'm not into that level of detail in
[ terms of --

L1 ME. PERRY: I['m just going to, if you con'*l mind, IT'm

i gning to ask yau a 1ist o*f names., You can say. I dor't Know,
13 no, yas, but I wanl Lo go Througn the Ltst of names.

14 5o you said, "T don't krow' ta Dorald Trump, Jr.. right!
15 ME . YOWVANOVWITCKR:  Lh-huh.

10 ME. PERRY: Laura LAgranam.

17 M5, YOVANOWTTCH: T don'h snawW.

14 ME. PERRY:; Scan Hanrnity.

15 Ms. YOURNCWITCH: I don't know.

Z0 MR. PERRY: Michael HMcFaul.

21 M5, YOVANCVITCH: I don'l Know.

22 ME. PERAY: Dar Bongino.

23 M5, YOVANCOVITCH: I don't know

24 MR. PERRY: Ryan Sevetterz {ph).

a2 M5, VOVANOWITCH: T dan't KAowW.
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I H=. PEERY: Rudy 3iuliani.

2 H5. YOVANOVITCA: Don't <ndw.

3 H3, PERRY: Sehastian LGorkd.

4 15, YOVANOVITCH: Con't know,

5 4. FERRY: John Salaron. I['n getting to the and.

b M5, YOVANOVITOH: Ceay, Don't know.

7 MR. PERRY: Lou Dobis,

G 15, YOVANCWVITCH: No, I don't know.

9 MR, PERRY: Pzam Gellar.

L M5, YOVANCVITCH: Pam Gellar?

11 MR. PERRY: Pam Gellar.

|2 M5, YOWANCVWITCH: Na.

[2 MR, PCEERY: Sara Carter.

L4 M5, YOWANCNITCH: Mo, I mean. I don't know.

|5 HE. PEERY: ©Okay. Do you knoWw if -- or gid you promote
|G the use of any followiig --

|7 MS. YOVANODVITCH: And <can I -- excuse me, sir.

|5 ME. PERRY: Yes, ma'am.

|9 M%Z. YOWANOWITCH: Carm I just =ay chat just because [
20 don't know doesn't mean that & request wasn't made. There' s,
21 val know, Lots of people doding this --

22 ME. PERRY: And I understand that. We re just trying
23 bp -- just trying to estanlish whkao knew what at what level
2d and so0 on and so forth so we have a full wiew oF what was

25 hzpoening ang why 1t Was happenirg, It's not meznt to be
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intrusive or invasive or derogalery er anything like that.

[ad

We're just -- ang Like [ satd, that's wiay I askec, oo, il

Mk

not you, who would know this irformation. because we're goirg

4 to nave to find out.

5 Ca vou know if vou promoted the use of the following

i search terms intersecting with the apove peogle!

7 Yovanovitch, Ukraine ambassador, Lkraine Sores. or Usraine

R Biden?

0 Apd I'm just going to -- well, I'm going te let you

1 grawer . Do you Know if that was inclucgd ir the mechanics of
11 the search intersection?

12 MS. YOVAKCYITCH: He, T don't knoW.

i3 MR. PERAY: Oxay. Can you just explainm how any af this
14 following or searching would bé reldted to vyour offcial

13 duties as ambassador?

& Ms. ROBBINS:; That, of course, assumes that any of that
17 happenead.

¥ MR. PERRY: Ckay.

14 MR. ROBEINWNS: Right! 5o wa don't know that and neitner
0 doat sne. She alreacy told you that, rigni?

al MR. PERRY: Uell, she's told we she didn't know.

22 FR. RCBEBINS: Right. 50 how 15 she go‘ng tc possibly
3 know the answer to thal gquestion?

24 FR. PERRY: 1I'm nat going to pul any werds 1n 1er mouth

25 pr thaughts in her mind. I'm just asking the guestion, sir.
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All right. Did you discuss any of this activily with
George Kent?

M5, YOVANOVITCH: I dorn'l know how Lo ansser Lhal
auestion, because I wasn't invalved in requesting., you kKaow,
these kinds of --

MR. PERRY: Well, it seers to me if -- you either
weren't involved or it wasn t happening, or if it was
nappen-ng and you didn't know, then there would be no reason
for ywou to discuss it, but 50 ==

M5, YOMAROVITCH: Sa Lol we jusl go back Lo your
previous coaversation, whera 1 ¢id -- you kngW, when my staff
-- because you put this in the context of the ewbassy
requesling help --

AR. PERRY: Right.

MS. YCOVANOVITCE: -- from Washingion, 50 when that
help -- and I don't know whether this 15 exactly what they
were reguesting or Wwhether 1% W85 something else or in
addition to, but when they dicn't get the supzori tney fTelt
Lhey needed --

MR. PERRY: The assistance,

KS. YOVAHIVITCH: -- | -- you know, they told me. And
so [ talked to George about that. But that level of detail
anu whelher that is exaclly Lhe same thing, I cannat --

HR. PERRY: Okay. Fa'r cnough. But you dic ask main

State Department resources be made avatlable on 3 24/7 bas's
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for following or wonitoring?

FS. YOVAHOWITCH: T don't recall puttirg it guite like
that. The conversations we --

MR. FERRY: How would you puet 1t7

ME. YEVANDNITCH: Well, what we were saying is because
af the 7-nour time difference, that they could sick up when
we went hcome type thing.

MKE. FERREY! OKay. Lal me ask you a couple alhear
questions thel are uprelaled te the social monilaring or
following.

Di1d you or anycoe on your staff request wunmasking of any
indivicuals?

N5, YOVAROWITCH: Ts that 8 techricel term?

ME. FERRY: Unmasking. You're net familiar?

M5. YOWANOVITCH: Sorry.

MR. PERRY: Ckay. Is there a beller Wway to describe
that?

M5, YOVANOVITCA: What dzes 1t mean?

HE. PERRY: If someone is -=- their ddentity is unkrown,
you ran make a -- and their -- ang that fdenlily 1s involved
in cfficial classified conversations, then there can be a
request b2 mzde to see wno that Tndividual is. because thoy
won't oe listed by name in the descriptien, it will be listed
a different wav, and so you can ask,

MR. BITAR: I'm sorry., Ore adminfstrative ratier. This
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l is am unclassified briefing, so I jusl wanl to make that

clear. If yours guestion relates to unmasking of

Fed

a intelligence-related products or regarts, that's going to e
4 a separate matlter that wWo ==

5 MR. FERRY: Oxay. I'm asking about unmaskiig of any

& <ind, =0 nat recessarily related To --

7 ME., FEACOWS: But it could include Lhat.

b MR. FERRY: It could 1nclude that.

Q MR, FEADOWS: and tkal wauldn © be classifisd.

i THE CHAIRMAN: I dor'L Lhink Lacre is such a term af art
Il apart frem 1ntelligence groducis, =0 --

12 MRE. BEACOWS: Yeah, but we're not asking who,

13 Hr. Chaireran. We're just asking if Che reguesi was made, and
14 0 I don't know fow that would e ClassiTiec. 1t sppsars

13 that sbe doe=n"t <naw gnything gboul Lhal. bal the vary Tact
|G that she asked is not classified unless we're Lelking about
17 whom s5fe asked Lo have unmasked.

[ THE CHAIRMA&K: ‘wWall, I think she said she's not wven

| familiar Wwith that term.

20 MR. HEADOWS: Well, let her answer., But, I mean --

21 THE CHAIRMAM: As Lang a5 1t dossn't involve anything 'n
22 the classified realmw, vou certainly may answer if you know.
23 MS. YOWANDVITCH: Oxay. 3So --

24 ME. HEADOWS: Yoo can answer, He's gol Lo cun.

23 MRE. PzREY: ['Ll be zack.



M5. YOWANOVITCH: Okay.

MR. 2ERRY: Soarry. Thark you.

MR. MEADOWS: 1IL's nothing you said.

MR. CASTOR: wWelcome ta Congress.

M5, YOVANOVITCH: 50 I got lost & little bit in the
conversalion. aAre we talking agout --

MR. COLCDMAN: Let's ask hi=s to repeat it. Oh.

MR. MEAZDWS: You can ask the pecans.

M3, YOVAHMOVITCH: wWould yvou mind repeating the guestion?
Or == we cen'l, Okay, 5o --

M3. MEADOWS: Sz I think the gentlewan lrom Penrsyvlvania
was talking abaut in gzeneral terms 3s 1t re’ates o
Eonitoring. was thers any == let me phrase 1t Zhiz way.

Was the-e any special reguest to lock 2t potential
conversaticns tnat may not be normally maniiored through open
source methods? How ahout that?

MS, YOVANOVITCH! S¢ 1C saunds ==

MR, HEADCWS: Is that qualified enmsught?

IH: CHAIRMAN: IF wyou're just talking about what is the
press section following 1n terms af what newspapers and what
cclurns, whalever., [ don T really think that' s gensrally
dgescribed as wonitoring, but the witness <an certainly answer
g tne best of her ability.

M5. YOVANOVITCH: 50, yoU KNoWw, the press section just

by its wvery nare, it's all unclassifiea stuff, right? And
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a1l the press section did was look at, vou know, what does
The Mew York Times aublish. The Wall Street Jourmal publish
about Ukraire or U.5. bilateral relations with Ukraine, that
sort of thing.

And noWw Wwith the advent af soclal med a, atviously there
are sany otner kinds of outlels thal are reviecwed Tor, you
know, what's out there 1n the newWs, what do wo know, what dg
we need to take action on, et cetera.

MR. HEADCWS: But in the nenglassified realm, Is that
what you're saying?

ME. YOWANDVITCH: IL°s all unclassiflied. IL's press,
ves. It's press review.

FR. ¥EADCAS: Right. 50 let m¢ follos up, tThon, on one
thing. This extraordinary activity that ycu asked the State
Pepar lmenl to de, the 2447, or however you want to classify
It, when did that haoppen?

K<, ROBBINS: DOkay. 50 I want to object to the
insartion of the word "extraordivary® as 17 f0's sowething
nat routine in same respect,

HR. MEADOWS: 'Well, the add'tional request =-- ['T1
rephrase it, counseler -- the additional request that she
made of the State Department to provide additional resources
te monitor social media of certain individuals, when was that
made?

MS. YOVANCVITCH: I'm not sure. At some --
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MR. MEADOWS: Was 1T made a“‘ter the 4111 article that --

K5, YOVAMOVITCH: At soneé point after that, ves.

MY. HEADOMS: S50 was il directly related o the negative
public ty that you were getting this reguest?

MS. YOVANDVITCH: [t was related to the news blowing up
draunt us.

MR. MEADCWS: Yeah. It seemed Lo relate all tc the
negative stories about you and the reauest for additional
rasourees. s what it appeared, 50 you're saying the Timing
came atter the Hill artlicle?

M5. YOVANCVITCH: Uh-huh.

M. PEADOWS: ALL right. 1'1l yield bark.

MR. ZELDIX: T have oné quick cuestion., hopefully.

Earlier or, answering guestions from the majerity with
regards Lo the July 25th call, you testified that it is your
beliel Lhat President Trump was réferring ta Lutsenko. Do
YyOou KNow, in Tact, he was refesring tée Lutsenko and not
Shokin or that phone call?

MS., YOVANOVITCH: No.

BY HMR. CASTOR:

Q Hello agzin., Our round e@nds at 7:11. in case
yau're lookirg at the cleck.

Is it Tair te say -- it s been re‘ated to ws that at all
t*mes J.5. officials invelved 1n this ratter Fave acted with

Lhe highest degres of perecnal and professicnal integrity and
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with Lhe best inlerests of the United States. Is that
something you can --

A Wnich matier!?

[ The matter we're here ci1scussing. about the, you
know, the call and the subsequent activities.

A 50 the July 25th call?

] Uh-hut.

A U ==

H And the relationship with Zelensky and the various,
you know, efforts to. you krow, bring him in for a White
Wzuse meeting, some of the back and ferth that tnere has beer
with the statement that occurred afier you le’t.

THE CHAIRMAN: 5o clar<®ication. coeunsel. Are you
asking the witness if --

M5. YOVANOVITCH: Yean. 1'm not --

THE CHAIRMAN; == she thinks Lhal whal Laok place on the
call was approprrated

MR, CASTOR: Suosequent to the call.

THE CHAIRMAN: Subsequent to the call? 1'm not sure
whal you're asking, and I'm not sure the witness underslands
whal you're asking. eiLlher.

MR. CASTOR: You know, Amdassador Volker testified about
the dif*icultias that Rucy Giuliani presented. you know, ir
U.S.=Ukrzinian relations, bul he was very clear that at all

times, ne told uws, U.5. afficials acted with Lhe highest
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degree of personzl and profesSional IRCEgrity.

Is thet something Lhal you would agree with. basad on
the facts that you have at your disposaly

H5. YOVANCYITCH: I would say twd things. Ir my
deal ngs with -- in my dezlings with Hurt VYalker. and we are
frierds as well as colleagues, over the Tast J0-scmething
years, 1 kave -- 1 cansider him to 2e a man of honor and
somebody whoe's a bhri“liant diglamat., And, you know. I think
he 1S working 1n the interests of our counlry.

With regard to the specitic question Lhat you are
ASKTAE, I just -- you know, 1 wasn't there. I don't have the
inaw.edge to b= agle to address it properly.

MR. CASTOR: Butl vou think tie indivicuals aL the ==

[Discussian off the record.]

BY MR. CASTOR:

0 Ambassador Yolker mertioned the tact that to the
exlenl Lthere arg corrupt Lkrainfans and [he Un® ted States s
acvwacating far the LUkraine to invesligale themselves. that
certainly would be an apprapriate initiative for 0.5.
otficials to advocate far. Is that right?

A IT that*s what took place,

L} Have you ever used WhatsApo/

A Yes.

Q Is that a texling app? Is that somathing that's

used by diplomats Lo commJnicate with -- pack &nd larth
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gcross the pyersegs comrunications?
A I mean. t's uvsec by lobs of people.
Q Okay., 50 vwou don't attach a negative connotation

Lo anyaody Lhel uses Whatshpp?

A Ma,

a That's a legitimate app to use?

A 20 do you wanl to be more sgec fic in your
questiont

0 W2ll, the rederal Records AcCt -- in compliance wWith

Lhe Federal Records Act, you <now, texting over Whatsépp
prescnts some unique issues for thase thal are, you <NoW,

concerned about -- from 8 Federsl Records Acl perspective.

i In terms of retentien ot documents?

0 Yas,

A kWell, we were told that we needed to -- and fargive
me, you know, 1 daon't know all the technicsl Zerms -- But

that we needed to ©ind of upload our texts to the <loud. And
I got 3 special. I dan't know what the righl word 15, but it
Was somehow done for me.

S, pou krow, ry be ief 1< based on, vou know, the
conversaticns when this first came out, that we neeied to
retain our text=, I mean, I think that bthat was beirg done
Tor me and my texXts are somewhere safeo.

g 30 assuming people are keeping their texts, the use

of WhatsApp is completely appropriztse, as far as you Know?
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A, Yeah, That's what the Stale Deparlment Lald cs, 1
mearn, it I could just clarify, assuming 115 not conflidential
ar classilierd.

ME., CAZTOR: Hr. Jdardan, ars vou ready?

37 ME. CASTOR:

0 Cn Moncay, wWwe're goinpg to be hearing from Fiona
Hill.

A on Monday?

4] Lh-huh, &nd I just -- as we try Lo prepars Tor

[hat Arnterview, what do you think are the btypes of issues
Dr. Hill can contribute to this discussion?

A Well, she 15 -- she was the director, obvicusly, as
wal krow, af the Mational Security Council, the Eurcpean
division at the -- and she iz a wW2ll known expert nol only in
tae region, but on Fwssia itself, and has written a landmark
book on President Pulin.

20 she would obviously have @ Lot oF firstnand <nowledge
about our relations and what took place wilh regard Lo
Ru=sia, Wwith regard Lo Ukraine, ard ather European countries.

] How frecuealbly did vou speak wWwith her in wour --

A Mol that -- not that oftan.

0 Mat that often?

A ¥aah, T m#an, wvou know, | would call ar her when I
was in Washington., You xnad, she wWwould run sore of the NiL

rectings. And soretimes she was on epails as well, vou Koo,
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in tne back and forth with Wasnington.

0 Naw. co you have any personal knowledge or direct
information regarding why the President curzailed your term?

A Cnly what Ceputy Secretary of State Sullivan told
me .

0 And you don't know 1f 1t actually was the
Presidaent, then, that was resgens ble for curtziling your
tour?

A Well., I guess [ assumed that the deputy secretary
w3s telling the truth.

MR. CASTOR: Thal's all I have, Does anybody --

MR. HEADOMS: Yezh. Just one.

There was a bicamerzl. bizartisan codel to the Lkraine,
[ think, where they had the hanor of yaur preserce. And the
way 17 was rcharacterized by some of my colleagues @as that
they believed That you haZ a pro-Porosnen<o mindset. Would
you agree with that characterization or disagree with t?

M5, YOVANOWITCH: ‘wWell, that's really interestling.

| thought that he Was -- we could obytously centinue 2o
work with khim, but it was clear that he was urpepular, and wWe
did net believe at that time that he was going to be
reelected president.

What 1 woulcd also say. though, 15 that with regard 1o
Zelensky, wno was the other top candidate there, we didn't

knos what kind of a Fresident he was going to be. He'd never
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held elective cffice. 5o, you kKMow, thers was a big queszt-on
rark there. You Enow, he's yvery engzging, he, wou know, sa d
rarny of the right things, bul we just didn'l know,

ME. MEADOWS: The way 1t wWas characterized ta me -- and
you correct this, becsuse, obv-ously, I'm just trying to
figure out how accurate that is -- the way it was
characterized to me was that you believed that the LUntad
States nad meds a zubsztantial “Avesthert in the exXizting
President, ard that il was 2 kKnown quantbily, and [hat i1 was
in the J.5, pest inleresls 1f ne were to remain as President,
beczuse of the unknown nature of Mr. Zelensky.

Winuls vou agree with fthat?

M5, YOWANOWITCH:; Mot -- ra, HNot --

ME. MEADDWS:  what part would you disazree with?

M5, YOWANOWITCH: I -- I thought that over time -- 0
the bepinning. Fresident Poraskenko Was, 332 avarybody was,
was reaglly driven by the inspiration aof Lhe Sevolultion al
Crignity. Ang they moved on reflorms and so farlo in oart
heczuse Lhey Ware inspired, in part bcecause their backs were
Up againat the wall, there's this wWar with Russia, they were
goirg Tancrupt, and we were conditioning our assistance thal
they had fo do certain things "n oroer Lo receive the money
Lthat Lhney needes To keez the country afloat.

S0 trey wWere dezperate, they were slarsad tRat it L[hRey

didrn't take zction people wouls Turn against Loer .‘-Jgﬂh'l, anil
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I thing they were inspired. 5o there Were many, many
mativatiens.

Bult as Ltime passed and Che COuUniry, ¥ou <ncd. BT 4
little bit of zreathing space, ey weren't, you know,
*garinrg Taat taey werec going to po barkrupt, things were
getting a 1ittle hit better, I think that space which. you
knnw, in any country is never, you know, lforever, the space
for making reform, the kinds of things that wo thought were
best for Ukraine and our bflateral relationshiz with Ukrzine
and the reforms the Ukrzinian people wanted. that space got
narrower and 1t was harder to nove things forward.

MR. MEADCWS: %S0 it would be fair 0 say that my
colleagurs were wrong. in that you were more *n the
pro-Zelensky camz?

MS. YOVANOVITCH: ‘Well, I wWould never ~ant 1o say that a
Member of Congress is wrong, DUt ==

MR, HEADCWS: 1 can., but go ahead,

MS. YOWANOWITCH: But I -- you «<pow, it's ‘nteresting Lo
see how =--

MR, HEADCWS: So you ware more pro-Zelensky?

S, YOWAROVITCH: 1 was more, you <now, here is the
analysis. We don't get to vote in this electicr.

MR. HEADCWS: Yean. but you have an opinion., Ambassador.
Come on. You'we Deen here 30 vears. You gel pa'd te give

your opinion from a foreign aps <tandpaint.




So you had no epinfon an who the President -- what would
Ba *p the gest intoerests of the United States, which
Presicdert would e the best f1b far us going forwarcy You
hag ne opinian?

M5, YOVANCYWITCH: 50 1°11 answsr it with two sentences.

I thougit we could work with any of the top threes
cardidates. T think I =aid that zetore, and | continue fo
believe that.

I thought that Perashenko's Uime was up. because the
Ukrainian pesple Were 30 2ngry With him, and that we neaded
to rake the bhest effarts we could ta work with Zelensky =o
that *t woula he a streong hilateral relationship.

H:. MEADIWS: 5S¢ let me fnish with this Tast guestion,
then. o th2re Was naver a cormunication from you to anyaone
al=e in the 5late Department that you can recall where you
said 17 Wauls -- Where wou indicated thal L Wwas nol Zeller
for the United S5tates that Foroshenko would Stay in oflice?
You never communicated that to anybody at the Ltate
Cepsr tmen L?

M5, YOWANDWITCH: I mean --

ME. MEADOWS: That you can recall.

M5, YOVANDVITCH: Whan!

ME . MEADOWS: Well, priar to his election.

M%. YOWANOVITCH: I mean, Lhere were -- there was a Lot

of d-scussicn.  Who sre these people?  Woat wmould be the
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1 hest for Jkraine? EBest for us? How co we mave thes

2 relationship Torward?  And so forth.

el

I think, vou know, from a conservalive point of view, 1

4 think there were a number of people who thought thel we know
5 Aorpshenko, wWe are comforbanle wilh him, &L cetara,

& ME. HEADCWS: And thel 5 exacltly my point. That's what
2 my collezgues were saving.

& to was that the prevailing thought that you had snd

9 athers had, so --

[ M5 . TOWAMNOWITCH: 1 con't think from the cmbassy poin:

I1 al vied, because we could sea that his rumber wWas Lp.

e} And so Trom our point aof wiew. I wean, one Just has to
|2 go with what vou can seg is foing to happen ard posilion Lhe
4 United 5tates in the best way possible.

|5 ME. JOROAM,. Ambassador, which of the Lhree Lop

| & candidates were viewed as the reformer &nd more of Lhe

autsicer?

| & M5, YOWANOWTTCH: T think Presicent Zelensky waz viewed
| as the asuts'der, zut alse as the refarmer,

20 ME. JICOECAWN. That's consistent with what Special Envay
2] Yolker told us, that he was the reformer. And as the

22 reformer, he would be viewed as Lhe one mash likely, as you
3 caid in your stateront, that wWould bhe Tocused on making -- or
) ending corruption would b2 his number ore pricrity. Is that

23 fair to say as wWell?




A

F-

(&
X

21

M3, WOWBMONITOE: That's what he =zic his platform wWEs.

MR, JO32aN, Okay. So he's the outsider, he's the
refarmer, and his entire campaign was aboul ending carruption
in Ukraine?

M5, YOWANONITCH: And bringing piece to the Dorbass.

MR, JOREDAN. Thank you.

TH= CHAZSYAN: e are amost to the end. Thic 15 the
Tightning rownd.  'We Just pave a fawWw More qQuUestians,

%0 YOWANIVITCH:  Okay,

THE CHAIRHAN: Ang then hopelfully we'll we done.

My calleagues in the minority askec you guite a it
about the press aperabiom.

M3, YONANOVITCH:  Uh-huh.

THE CHAIRMAM: That's not an opsration that's unigue to
tae Ukraine enbassy, 15 17 This 75 =something that almost
every embassy of any size around the werld wouls engage in,
and that is. monitoring the press Lo &g Wnat 1ssues are
Dkra‘nians talking about, what are ather oeaale talking
about, what rumors may be going viral, what issuc: are Ccoming
up? That's sorelhing cvery erbassy does, is 72 not?

ME, YOVAWOVITCH: It is. And every embassy has Lo do it
to be current.

THE CHATRHMAN: ¥Du ware also asked oy my collocagues
whether everyone in the %“tate Department acted n the 2est

interests of the Cepartment, or something along Lhog&e 1ines.
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¥Weo now know from text nessages that have been produced
that there was an eTfort to conditien that sought-sfter
meating bDatwean President felensky and Fresident Trums with
getting a delivergble “rom Ukraing, and that deliverable was:
ke want Uxraine Lo investigate the EBidens and We want Ukraine
o oinvesligele 2016,

M, YOWANOVITCH,  Uh-huh,

THE ZHAIRMAW: I think you'we sa“d that "t was nct in
the interests of Ukraire o he pulled inta the next
Presidential election. Is that right?!

MS. YOWANDVITCE: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAM: So an effort to condibtion a smccling that
Ukraine desperately wanted and 1t was Ukraina's best
interests on sucking them into the 2020 elect’an would not
have been gand palicy or conduct by the State Departeent?

M3. YOWANIWITCH: It was certsinly not good policy.
especiglly singce, as I understand Those texts and wWhat
nccurred, s taat this was not a fareign policy goal,
soMething that s 1n the interests of all of us, & sublic
good, but 1t was king af a partisan game.

THE CHAIRMAM: It was n the Tnterest of a poliftical
goaLt

K5, YOVYAHONITCH:  Uh-nuh.

THAE CHAIRMAAN: And that is to help the Presidential

camgaign in -- I'm sarry. You have to answer 'yes" of "Ra,
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M5, YOVANCYITCH: I think -= I think ths ansJer was

L [ ]

yes.

TH: CHALIRMAN: And the goal was a politiczal one to
A581s8t the President's campaign in 2020 through these two
investigations?

M5, YOWANONVITCH: That's haw 1 understand, vou know,
What 15 1n the medis and what was ir Lhe lexts,

THE CHAIRMAMW: And it 17 would nol be appraop-iate to
condition a soughl-aller meeling with the White House on
these political invesLigations, I assume you would also --
yau would also share the vigw that 1T would be even more
domaging to condition vital military support on these two
palitical "nvestigations?

M5. YOVANMOYITCH: Yes,

THE THAIRHMAN: I have just 2 couple more questions, and
if Lhese repeat anything, 1 apologize, so just tell me I

already went thera and I won' L bother 1t,

Were you gwdre that Kurt Valker irtroduced Andrey
Yermak, ona of Presidert Zelens<y's senior advisers, to
Mr. Glullani?

MS. YOVAKOVITCH: I m aware @ that bgcause of the media
repartis of that

THE CHAZRMAN: But that took place afler you had leirs

M5. YOVAMCYITCH: After | departed.

THE CHAIRFAN: Oxay. In the call record. the President,
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ATter President Felensky Lalks avoul the need for rare
Javelins, pur Prestdent says Lhat he would like to ask &
favor, though.

How would the President of Lkraine take a request Trom a
U.5. President for a faver!

HS. YOVANOYITCH: I think. as we stated before, or as we
discussed before, we are Lhe single mosl ‘wmporbtant partner
for Ukraine. And so T think 8 Ukrainian President would try,
1¥ at all possisle, to do whatever an american President
reguested.

THE CHAIRMAMN: Did anyone frorm the Trump administration
or anyone scting or its bekalf encourage the Ukrainian
gevernrent or lan erntorcewent oTfTiC1aLs not to cooperate Witk
Lthe investigation of Special Counsel Nueller?

MS. YOVANCOVITCH: Hot to my know.edge. 1'm not aware of
that.

THE CHAIRMAM: And do you Know whether Mr, Giuliani
played ary role in that?

MS. YOVANCYITCH: I'm unaware,

THE CHAIRHAMN: After President Zelensky in the call
record says, "The forwer smbassador from the Uniled 3tates,
the wonar, was bzd news and the peoole she was dealing withk
in Ukraire Jere bad nedss. s0 I just wantec to let you KnowW
that® == [°'m sorry, thal s President Truap speaking -- The

Pregident thereafter, referring Lo you, says. "Well, she is
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going Lo go through some things.”

M5, YOVANOVITCH: Yes.

THE CHATRMAN: What did you -- what was your reaction
when you saw Lhe President had saig that tae his Ukrainmian
couUntersart, that you were going Lo go through some things:

M5 . YOMANOVITCH: [ was snocs<ed. I was shocked and L
Was -- I was shocked and I was apprebensive aboul what that
meanzt.

THE CHEAIRMAM. HMr., Malinowsk:

MR. MALIHCWSKI: Thank you, Jusl onc guestion.

vayu mertionad, Ambassadoer, that Arbasszdor Sondland at

ane 2o0int had advised you Lo, guobe, "zo Rig orf £o0 home, " ano
"go big" meanl JUCTINE out @ tweet or gublic slatenant saying
that, I thirk you mertionad. that you supporbted President

Trump snd rejectes all of these false sccusations. Did he --

MS. YOVANOVITCH: Soemething like that.

MR, MALINOWSKI: Did he actuslly say, "support President
Trump"? Was that his advice, that you sublicly say samething
te that effect?

M5, YOVAWNOVITCH: Yes, [ mean, he ma2y not have ussd the
words "support President Tremz, " Dut he said:  You know the
President.  Well, meybe you don't know him perscnally, out
you Ena'd, You Knew, the sorts of things that he likes. You
know, go cut there battling aggressively and, you KNowW,

aratse him ar sepporl Ivim.
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MR, FALINOWSKI: 1s thal a normal reguest from a
politicel appointes to & career ambassador. in your
experience?

MS. YOVANCVITCH: He safd that in response to ay request
lor advice on, How do 1 deal With Lhis? I°'ve never sa2en
anything like this. I con't know what to o, And thal was
h1% response.

o, I mean. T have to admil Lhat the advice toox me
gback, but 1 d1d ask him.

MRE. HALTMNOWSKI: Okay.

Finally., T would say to all af my colleagues on both
sides that I would be nonored 1f you followed me on Twitzer,
ard 1 will not accuse you of monfitoring me. My handie 15
Pmal inowski .

FX. MEADOWS: How d0 you soell that ones

M&E, MALLROWSKLI: 1t's hard. AlmosT as hard as
Yovanaviteh.

K5, YOWAKOWITCH: Exactly. Thank you,

THE CHAIRMAN:! Mr. Goldman.

MR, GOLDEAN: Thatk you. Just a few last things.

You ultimalely --

THE CHAIRMAN: I thought your handle was 3pecan.

BY FR. GOLDMANM:
Q You lefl Ukraine Tor good May 20Lh. [Is Lhal rignt?

A That"s carrecl.
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A
Q

And Lhat was the day of Zelensky's inauguration?
Coincidentally, yeés,

Were you zware &l all o' the formation of the LU.5.

¢elegation to the inauguration in Ukraine?

A,

Mot really. 1 mean, 1 was, vou know, 50 busy.

frankly, packing out and everything., I rad heard tnat

Ambassadar Sandland was en the delegalion, Tar example. But.

I medn,

I wasn't follawing., 1 mean, I was super busy trying

Lo sort of pull everything lopgether and Leave Ukraine,

=

0 5c¢ vou were nol real’y engaged 91 the zreg for the
inauguration --

A NG.

Q == N any Way?

A Frh-uh.

Q Whoe lad hat?

Ll I think -- yvyean, [ thisk &t that tire, Joseph

Parnnington was charge.

J

Were you aware of a Blaoproerg articles on May 14th.

58 1t would have been €& days before you lell, where Lutsenko

stated Lhal he had, guote, ro evidence of wrongooing,

Jnguote,

&

c
A
&

2y ¢ither of the Bidens?

¥Yes. I recall that

You mentionegc earlier Naftopaz.
Yis.

What is Hsftogaz?
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i It is the gas monopoly that is owrned by Lhe
oowernment of Ukraine.

Q Has it had some corruplbion isiues in the past, to
YOUr “nowledge?

A IL has. You ¥raow, 1t 5 really cleaned up "ts act.
I mean, wWe consider 17 La be aone of the success siories in
Lkrainz, But that deoesn't megan it 5 done, I mean, there's
still “ssues going forward.

0 Dig the act cleaning up accur in canjuncbiom «(ith
the fact that they sdded & supervisory board Lo Lhe company?
A I think that was 1mportant., 1 think the most
important thing, thouwgh, was actually cthe head of Na“togaz, a

puy by the name of Andrei Kobalvew, who 75, yvou Enow, as
clean as they come, and was fear.ess and determined to sorc
of shake everyihing wup and redally made sone 2ndsing sbess
forward, I mean, from a country thalb was getting Lhe vast
majoerity, scmething li<e 53 gercent, of ~ts gas from Russia
to importing zero fron Russia.

=0, I mean, if you thirk about that fram a sacurity
standpoint, huge steps forward.

0 Right. Do you know whan they added & supervisory
board?

A I want bto sdy. like. Z017.

(v} Ard would that be scmewhat similar to Burisma's

hoard that we wWere ta.king abkout esrlar, same Concept?



A Well, I don't exactly know what the, yvou know, the
dulies of Lhe board for Burisma are of oW they selelt
their memoers, ra. But I suppose in principle 1t's
kind of similar.

0 In principle in the sanse that both boards include
intermational indivicduals, right., non-Ukrainians? Is that
your understandinz?

A Yeah. Yeab. And I as:zume that b2th bBozrds, wou
know, do traditionally what bozrcs do, sel direclion and so
forth.

()

-

Are ywou aware af any effarts this past yoar oy
sccrclary Rick Perry of The Department of Energy to Zhange
zome of Che memders an The Walfloga:s board?

I read sbout that in the media,

ul Were you zware of that while you were at post?

Mo. This happened after -- accarding to the mecis,
17 this was happerning atter T 1eftl.
18 ] and you didn'L hear Trom oany of your Department of
1 State ralleagues about this?
2U A Wb
21 i} Did wou gver hear aboub g March 20013 mesling in
) Eouszon between Farnas. Fruman, and a seniar Kaftogaz
23 exacytive, Andrei Favorow?
z4 Ay Yeah. That was ir the open letier that |

23 referenced many hours zgo.
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0 The Cale Perry open letter?
A That's right. That's where I neard of that.
] And what dic you understand poourred in Lhal

douston mesting?

B Well, you krow, all [ understood was what was
whal was sa‘d in Lhat article. I have no wWay -- or cpen
letter -- I have ng way of <nowing whether it's true or nofb,

out that Hr. Parras and Mr. Fruman wanted Mr. Favaorov to take
ovar and b2come the head of MNaftiopa:z.

0 Why ?

A I don'L know, 2ul I assure Lhat they Chougnt that
that would be in their besl interests,

] Dig you 2zk anyone 3t your embszsy to Tollow up on
thiz Dale Parry cpen letter, look into this?

A This was at the -- I wWwant to say it was at Lhe s#nd

of April, and I nad & lot of other things going on them,

Q dkay. There's a new préasscutor ganeral now,
corrack?

A Yes.

i} It & absolutely no cnance I m going To oe shle to

pranounce the name. ¢ am 2 corcsect that ke Was appsinted
bugust 2%th?

A hat sounds rizht,

Q Okay. Are you familiar wWwith him from befare his

appointment?
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A T've met him a couple of times.

o wWhat do you know of him by reputation or othorwisco?

& By reputation, I think we think that he's clean and
he's a reformer. He spent the Llast fouple of vears -- the
reason I don't really know Rim well or better 15 that he --
his wife has a 1ob ssmewhere in Europ2,  Ano 0 he was LIving
in Furope but came back to help President Zolensky with his
campaign. ard 50 I met nim in Lhal contaxt.

a and could you just say 15 name far the record and
spell it, if you could?

A Is it Rybosnap=a?

] Sourds right, T'm nat going to debale you.

A Spell 1£? R=y=a-b -- no. Sarry. Yeah.

0 Yezh. I thine< they nave --

A S0 this i< what I woLld do: R-y-b-o-5-h-a-p-x-d,

] Okay. And you'll recall in Lthat July Zbth call
belween President Trump and Zelensky thal President Zelensky
said Lhat the next prosecutor gener:sl was 100 parcent going
to ke his guy, I+ Lhis person 100 cercent his guy, gs far as
VoL KRS

A Well, he came back from Europe Lo help Rim run the
gleclion campaign and nogwWw he's 1n the gde nistraticrn., I
mearn, Whor he was on the campaign he was zaying that he was
poing to go back fto -urpopo, hut evidently nal.

0 Okay. Two more guestians
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A-e wou aware of whether any olher U5, officials
pressed any Ukrainian officizls to 1avestigate loec Biden br
the 2016 election, perhdps oulside af the state Departmenty

A Mo

Q Ang my last guestion far you is that yeu testified
0 orespanse Lg some of Hro Malinowski's questions about sart
of parallel pelicics in Ukraine, One was the oflicial 0.5,
palicy of the State Desartment that you were promobing and
one was the shadow Ciuliani-Trump pelicy.

How, locking back w th tne benefit of hondsight, cam you
gescribe how Lhese LWwe policigs were progcgeding on parallel
traces and whael the dmpact was? Car you kind of summarize
for usd

A Well, I mean, for one thing, it was -- although we
reaglly tried to keep aur eve an the ball zl Lhe embaszsy,
becauss, again, it was a challenging Limz, there was an
election camggign, an elsctior tor presizent, and we needec
to know what was happenirg and wa neaded to manage That anc
manage the relatienship and wiatever the future of the
relalionsnig wauld e, 50 1t was d1=2Cracting in many ways,

But the other thing is, beciuse theare wWere -- thorc wWas,
you snow, the press inlerview and then all of the other
suhsequent articles, snoial mecia postings, el celara,
Ukrainians were wondering whether I wWas goirg to be leaving.

Whether we really represented the President, U.S, policy,
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et celera. And so I think it was -- you know, il really Kind
ol cul the ground aut from undernseath Js.

MR. GOLCMAN: T wield back.

MF. HME&ZOWS: HMr, Chairman, before you clase il oul, 1
think we nad 4 minutes left, and I want to follow up on one
thing Ikat you khad --

THE CZHAIRMAM:; Pleassa.

MR. ZELDIN: 'We had more than 4 minutes.

MR, MEADOWS: Okay. Okay.

IHz CHAZZMAN: Go ahead,

MR. MEADOWS: A1l righz. Thank you, Wr. Chairman.

Amzassador. there's been, and Chairman Schiff kind of
alluded to this, and wien <& start talking sbout Jlavelins and
foreign a'd, Tar the recard, [ want to make sure that we're
claar. Tha foreigi oic that was == has been reported as
beinz held up, it deesn't relate To .avelins, daes 67

M5, YONAMOVITOH: Mo, AL least I'm not aware that it
does.

MR. MEADOWS: Bacause foreign mililary sales, or M5, as
vou would call it. s really a tetally seoerate track, is il
not? Foreign mililary sales get aporoved, but they're
actuglly & purcnhase that happens Witn, in thts case. "t would
have been Ukraine. Is that carrectl?

ME5. YOVANOVITCH: S0, ves, Presidert Jelensky nas

calkinpg about a purchzse. But separately, &5 I understand




i1, ang, again, tnis is from news accounts, the security
assislance that was being nold up was security assistancs, it
Lasr't the =M.

MR. HEADCWS: But it was actuzlly a d thst had been
appropriates and it had nothing to do Wwilh Javelins, ‘Would
vou sgree With thatr

ME. YOWANDVITCH: Thal s my Jrderstanding.

ME. HEADCWS: Yeah. Because it's critically important
in his €ontext Whan he says, ‘We're almost ready for the
davelins," that happens on cycles that s-e nct necessarily
just approgriation cycles.

In your history as a foreign service diplomat, you've
sear that, I assume, over and over again. [5 that corrocty

M5, YOWANOWITCH:;  Yeah. I assumed that what it meant is
that, wou know, taey wWore Eotting npaperwork together,

@7 cetera, and warking with our military colleagues.

ME. MEADCOWS:  And when the aic ultimately <ame tAFGJEN,
it didn't “mpact the purcnase of those Javelirs even wher Lhoe
31d ultimately was approved. Wauld Vou zgres!?

M3 YOWANIVITCH: HNal 1a my == nob Lo sy knowlecge.

MR. MEADOWS: Right.

ME. ZELDIM: In response to ore of the chairman s
gquestions related to aic from the United States o Ukraine
and “nvesligatiors, you respanded Tthat that was not a good

policy,. What solicy wWore vou referring to @when yvod said it



wasz not a good palicy?

M5 YOWANOVITCH:  So T don'l remember exactly what I
=aid, but --

MR, ZELDIN: If you wanti. I could rephrase the question
M & wWay that might make il sasier Tor you to respond Without
even retlecting on the guestior and answer,

M4, YOVANOWITCH: Okzy. Fleaseo.

MR, ZELZIMN: Are you aware of a palicy where 21d from
Lhe Unites itates to Ukraine wes linked to inwesligaling the
Bidens?

MS, YONWAMOWITCH: No, T am nob. An off-cial policy.
There's no afticial policy.

MR, ZELDIN: Are you awWware of an unafficial policy?

Me&, ¥YOVANOVITCH: Well, I mean, read ng the ifexts and S0
forth, it mace me wondar whelher Lhera was an unofficizl
policy.

ME. ZELDIM: MowWw, Arzasszador Volker's testimony wher hea
was here, he was testifying that Bill Taylaor's texl was as a
follow-up o a Politico story Lnal he had reac tnat he Was
concerned about.

The Lexls Lhat you reterence 2lso include responses Lo
Ambassadar Taylar wiere i1t says, thne Presicent has oeen
absolutsly cryszal clear there's o quid pro guo.

S0 with regards to the texts, are you Lalxing about saome

of the Lexls or all of the texis in saying tiat thers was zn
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ynofficial police?

M. YOVAMOVWITCH: [ think thel I probably should declire
Lo ansWer Lnal guestion, 2eCause 1 Was rot “n the 2olicy
world at Lhal point.

MR. ZELZIN: That's & fantastic answer, and I'm glac
you're giving that answer, because | woulcn't say that Lhere
Wwatld he an unofficial pelicy wilkrodl having all of your
informat-on tc be azle to say there actually was an
unefficial palicy.

%a T thirk that == T would have na fu-ther guestigns
besed off of that answer to the last questiaon.

THE CHAIRMAN: Ambassador, we want to thank you wery
w4ch for a very lorg day, and we want to thank you very much
for a very long anc distinguished career.

And we ars adjourmsed.

H5, YOWENOWITCH: [nank you.

[Whereupon, at 7:31 pom.. the interview Wwas concluded.]




