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02/08/2018
Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Nur Adaogullar1. I started my banking career at "***“*"kbank in 1992 and I continued
my career and professional life at Halkbank after 2004 when “**“™kbank was acquired by
Halkbank. I met Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla as my supervisor since he was a senior executive at
the bank when I started working there. Later, I started working in the same department as his
wife Mrs. Burgin Atilla was in 2008. We started seeing the Atillas on a family basis, plus
socially as well when our work relationship with Bur¢in Atilla turned into a friendship.

I have known Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla as an individual who is dedicated to his profession and
as a modest, considerate, decent and impartial senior executive. 1 have observed that, in his
personal life, as well, he is just as devoted to his family, he is kind, humorous, talented and
willing to help anyone around him who is in need.

Both him and his wife were always there ready to lend me a helping hand whenever I had a
problem and they provided full moral support all the time. I would like to highlight that I am not
the only person who would say such things about them.

Your Honor, I kindly ask for your tolerance not only for Mehmet Hakan Atilla but also for this
wonderful family and for us as well. My daughter ~ who is 12 years old prays for her uncle
Hakan to reunite with her aunt Burgin and her brother Burkan in good health. Because she wants
her aunt Burgin to smile again as she loves her very much.

You must believe that [ am talking about an extraordinary family that do not deserve such pain
and separation.

Kindly and respectfully submitted for your consideration.

{SIGNED}
Nur ADAOGULLARI
Mailing address: REDACTED

— Istanbul
Phone: REDACTED
E-mail: REDACTED



REDACTED
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Halkbank London Representative Office
48 Dover Streel

Mayfiar

London

W1S 4FF

08/02/2018
The Honorable Richard M. Berman

United States District Judge
United States Courthouse
500 Peari St.,

New York, NY 10007-1312

Dear Your Honourable Judge Berman,

i would like to start by introducing myself and a brief background of who t am. My name is Taner Akcesme. |
am 27 years old, born and raised in London. t am currently the London Representative of Halkbank and have
been so since March 2015, Prior ta this worked for the lnvestment bank of Halkbank (Hatk Invest as a
corporate finance analyst in Istanbul for 2 years and prior to that t worked as a Customer Service Advisor for
Santander in London for just under 4 years. As mentioned | was born and raised in London therefore all of my
education has been in the UK and | have a B.A Hons in Business and Economics.

twas first introduced to Mr Hakan Atilla around December 2013 when we was looking for office space in
London to establish the London Representative Office of Halkbank. Being from London | was chosen to assist
with this project. { remember us meeting over breakfast while he was having a breakfast meeting with London
based investors of Halkbank. At that time | was onlyan analyst so there was a huge margin between us in
terms of seniority. That said, he was very welcoming and approachable towards me and made me feel very
comfortable around him, Narmally | was uptight when around senior people from the organisation due to
other people at similar seniority to Hakan being less approachable and would take into consideration my title
when in dialogue with me. This was certainly not the case with Hakan and straight away | knew that he was
someone that | will be able to get along with. | remember him letting me sit next to him during this meeting
which was a huge boost for me as my level of confidence at that time was low seeing as | was a junior analyst
and 23 years old,

While visiting various office spaces in London, he asked me about myself and my family and showed a keen
interest in me which t was very happy about as it showed me that he had great people skills. This became
more and more apparent as we went 1o these meetings as he met new people. Over the 5 years that L have
known Hakan, | would say that he is very kind, polite, caring, honest, very hard working and with a great sense
of humour ! must say.

When | first became the London Representative of Halkbank In March 2015, Hakan told me to come to head
office in {stanbul for 3 weeks to join his and others meetings to get a better understanding of what they do and
how this will benefit my work. | remember on the first day in the office, we must have had at least 8 meetings
with various international institutional investors and international banks. He would spend at least 20-30
minutes talking about family and friends and life before talking business. 1 could see that he had a great and
open relationship with everyone who visited us and would also get along straight away with new people that
he had met in front of me. Even though he is a banker, he would never fit the cliché flash banker character as
we all see in the movies. He has always been a genuine humble person.
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When walking about in London during his trips, in the evenings after our meetings we would always go for
walks, During these walks he would always give money to every person sleeping rough on the streets that we
would come across, which Is not something that people often do in today’s society | am afraid. They say the
more money you make the tighter you become...certainly not the case with Hakan as he was always open
handed when it came to things like this. Even at restaurants he would always ensure that the waiter was
tipped, which shows to me his kindness and honesty.

During his free time in London, he would visit the art galleries and would regularly speak to my ex receptionist
whom was a professional artist and they would share their ideas as Hakan is alsg a keen painter and has
produced some incredible art during his free time. Even today, my current and ex reception staff always asks
about him specifically and always mention how nice he was to them and ask when he will next be in London.
Hopefully as soon as possible is always my reply.

When it came to the meetings with the investors here, he had a great relationship with everyone and you

could tell the difference between the relationships he had compared to the relationship that investors had
with other senior management from other corporates that would attend. Even today, all the investors ask
about him, send their regards and wish for his release and return.

He has a very hard work ethic and would make sure that alf our work is up to scratch and to a very high
standard, He would always go back to the hotel early before our meetings the next day to go over our earnings
presentations which not many would do while visiting London.

White working under Hakan, he has always been very approachable when it came to work and out of work. An
example of this is that { spoke to him about my refationship problems where | was in Love with an English girl
but my parents wanted me 1o be with a Turkish girl. Normally | keep my relationship very private but | felt that
with Hakan | could open up to him not 3s my manager but as an uncie who would give me his honest opinion.
Tiny things like that make & massive difference in my eyes as we spend more time with our colleagues than
with my family as | am sure you agree.

While in London he would always share interesting pictures and videos of the stuff he saw in London with this
wife and son. | remember on the 23rd March 2017 {my birthday} when he was in London for the bank’s Tier 2
roadshow, we went to dinner in the evening at Benihana and was amazed by the chefs show. He would film it
and send it to them saying that they will visit bere when they have a family holiday (o London after the
completion of the Tier 2. Hopefully with your leniency he will be able to fulfil this.

| do acknowledge that | am aware that Hakan has unfortunately been convicted of a ¢rime, and that you will be
sentencing him in connection with a crime, however t simply cannot imagine that Hakan is capable of
committing any crime at all. it is not in his character to do such a thing and | am sure that | am certainly not the
only one saying this as | am sure you are aware, | know that you have convicted many people in your very
accomplished career but i sincerely believe and hope that in Hakan's case you will be able to spare this
innocent person of imprisonment, He along with his family and friends including me has suffered encugh as it
is. Since his arrest, | have had countless sleepless nights, constant dreams about him and | wish an end to this
suffering to us all.

Resglectfully yours,

Ffaner Akcesme
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]
02/06/2018, Istanbul

Your Honor,

1 am a married person and a father of 3 children and have been working at Halkbank for the
past 25 years. I am an executive with the title of director (department manager) that is
responsible for the Bank’s process, quality management and norm determination(staffing) . 1
work with 9 other mid-level colleagues of mine. My wife is also working at the bank as a Public
Relations Manager. I have known Hakan Atilla as a friend for 23 years. He had started working
as an Expert Assistant at the same department I worked at. Our friendship has been going on
ever since that day and has gotten interrupted when he was arrested in your country.
Unfortunately, since that day, I have not been able to see my friend.

Hakan'’s wife Burgin is also a friend of ours. They are kind-hearted, loving people who have
loved each other ever since they studied together at university. Their son is the same age as my
son. They are friends of the family.

Your Honor,

Even though our continents are far away from each other and our cultures are quite different, we
know that certain values are universal and valid for all people. At least in our culture,

“weddings " and “funerals” are considered the focal and turning points in our lives. We never
forget the people who were there for us on our good days and bad days. True friends reveal
themselves at times like these. Hakan's importance for me is incredible in this sense. I will carry
this feeling inside me till the day I die.

What has given me this feeling is a very tragic event. I lost my first wife in July 2002. When my
wife died, my daughter was 7 and my son was 5 years old. She died of a heart attack and as with
any/every death the loss and complete devastation that we felt was immense. (I have another
daughter with my current wife I am still married to.) Hakan and Bur¢in were among the first
people to come to our house to comfort us when my first- wife passed away. It was not only for
the first day, they had visited us several times after. Maybe they might not even remember it
themselves though, but they brought my children some toys as a present. You can only
understand how valuable their gesture was for the children who were traumatized at such an
early age, from the sparkle in their eyes.

I will never forget this kind gesture which made my children smile and the fact they showed them
such affection towards my children helped ease them and made them feel that they were not
alone.
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Apart from many years of professional relationship, both of us also contributed to the Bank
Experts Association as members. Our joint efforts for the soccer team, which can be considered
amateur, experiencing winning and losing together has increased the value of our friendship. He
is very valuable to us and has never disappointed us in any way.

Your Honor,

Hakan is the graduate of the same university and faculty that I graduated from. It is a public
university. For our entire lives, we have been taught to be honest, content with what we have,
loyal to our state and country and to respect and love all the people. We have been taught not to
violate other people’s rights and to not go to bed on a full-stomach when our neighbors are
hungry at the same time. That is what we have been used to seeing when growing up. We have
started our lives basically from scratch. Our own earnings were enough for us. We have never
had the desire to eye other people’s interest or money!

We trust your justice and would like to see our friend among us as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

Address: REDACTED [signature]
REDACTED Mustafa ALCI
REDACTED (TC:.REDACTED

REDACTED/stanbul TURKEY
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02/13/2018

Honorable Judge Berman,

[ am Gonul Arcasoy. [ work at the Halkbank Headquarters. I am married and have a son.
I have known Hakan Atilla for nearly 20-25 years. His wife Burcin is also a close friend of mine.
I know almost the entire family of Hakan Atilla and his wife’s family.

I have spent a lot of time with Hakan Atilla both at work and in my social life. He is very
hardworking, compassionate, loving, good-hearted and tolerant. He is very devoted to the
traditions and to his family. He is a very good husband, a great father, and an excellent friend. He
is a friend you can approach without hesitation when you are in trouble. Like himself, his family
members are also very kind, loving, modest, and honorable people. We have spent a lot of time
with him and his family. Hakan Atilla loves helping and making the children and the elderly

happy.

Hakan Atilla loves nature and animals, and is considerate about the environment. We
used to sometimes go on picnics together on the weekends, and he would tell the children about
the nature and also clean things up like rubbish that is harmful to the environment. He would
always do things that benefit the community. He loved painting and fishing.

My family and I had great times with Hakan Atilla and his family, and we miss those
days dearly now. We would like to kindly ask you to be empathic towards Hakan Atilla.

Hakan Atilla is a kind-hearted, honest person that is rarely found. He is a fantastic friend
with good morals. He is the kind of person that would share his food with someone in need
without giving it a second thought.

Hakan Atilla has done many good things for me and lots of people like me. I cannot, and
will not, forget them ever.

Your Honor, Hakan Atilla is a compassionate person who helps and does favors for those
he may not even necessarily know. Hakan Atilla is a respected person. He is an honest, kind and
good-hearted individual with principles, character, and style. However, he can only regain the
reputation he lost while being in prison only by being released from prison. For this reason,
please do not keep him away from his home and his family, and those that love him, Your
Honor. Please do not give him a sentence.

I still cannot believe that Hakan Atilla is so far away from us — from his home, his wife,
his son, his family, his friends, and his loved ones. How could something like this happen? I
would not even have believed such a situation if I had seen it in a dream even. It is so saddening
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and so hard to believe that such an honest, decent, pure and proper person is in a prison so far far
away.

Your Honor, if we, as his friends, are so deeply upset and saddened by, and concerned
about him, just think about how his family - his wife, son, mother, father, and sister - must feel.
They are all devastated and miserable from sorrow. They have literally forgotten how to smile.
His son is a young, pure boy full of hope. The amount of suffering and misery he has gone
through at this age is quite unbelievable. While his father is in prison over there, how is he
supposed to go to school and focus on his studies and in his courses? How is he supposed to
pass? I pray for Hakan Atilla and his family every day. I wish for him to be reunited with his
loved ones at once. I am hopefully, anxiously and eagerly waiting for the bad days to be over,
just for the sake of all the good he has done. I am waiting for him to return to his home and to his
family. I plead your permission for to allow this to happen.

Please Your Honor, show Hakan Atilla sympathy and do not give him a sentence. Heis a
very decent, honest, proper, and honorable person. For God’s sake -the love of God, please show
him mercy.

We, his friends and loved ones will always love him. We are praying for him to come back home

soon. Inshallah, God willing, we hope that you will be merciful towards him and you will give
him back to us.

Yours sincerely,
[signature]

Goniil ARCASOY

REDACTED

REDACTED/ Ankara
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Mo adbedub.

REDACTED

REDACTED

[Rnkara
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Your Honor,

I am a 49-year-old Turkish Republic citizen. I have a wife and a 12-year-old son and I have been
working at HalkBank for 19 years.

We have been working at the same bank with Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla. For the last 10 years,
we have been frequently interacting with each other at work, regardless of working in the same
department or not.

Mr. Atilla is a dutiful, kind-hearted, truthful, honest person who values justice. He has
established a merit-based management approach in all the departments he had managed.

Your Honor,

Mr. Atilla is “a good person” in the exact sense that it is often mentioned in the Torah, the
Psalms and our holy book The Quran.

Hakan Atilla carries all the required, desired, common values of humanity. Mr. ATILLA is one
of the few people I know whose whole private life consists of his wife and his son. He is
respectful and loving to the people around him and he respects the ideas and values of everyone.

Mr. Hakan ATILLA was the person who was by my side at my mother and fathers funeral,
whom I lost very suddenly and unexpectedly. The funeral was held in another city but he still
attended without caring about the distance and the time.

Mr. Hakan ATILLA believes in fate. That is why he would never divert from the truth mentioned
in the holy books and he would always defend his values and the truth. Mr. ATILLA is a person
who says, “I will always be honest and stick by/to the truth regardless of the consequences”.

Mr. ATILLA is a person whom he and his family are always in our prayers. We pray so that he
can reunite with his family as soon as possible.

Mr. Hakan ATILLA is the “subject” of all our talks and conversations even if he is not present.
The support and love of all the Turkish people are with him. Nobody can say that he has behaved
immorally, or treated someone unfairly, nor has performed malpractice or hurt anybody. Unlike
some people, he would never go against his values.

Your honor, we are people who believe in destiny, we assume that you believe in it, too. Your
Honor, life is short. We believe that doing the right thing for this person, who has never
digresses/nor diverted from what is right and “who has never done anything haram or in other
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words unkosher like spending a single lira belonging to someone else” as it has been stated
before in the process and which is also considered a pillar of our religion. It should be an easy
decision. We want to believe that you have the tender-heart to make a decision that would
reunite him with his spouse, and child and all of us.

One can write and say many more things about Mr. ATILLA. We believe in justice and in the
truth and in what is right. We believe with all our hearts that a judge with such expertise as
yourself will not deny/deprive us from such compassion and mercy.

“May God Almighty-Mighty ALLAH” be “the companion and guide” to us all.

Yours sincerely,
02.06.2018
Address: REDACTED Mehmet Hakan ATAS
ISTANBUL {Signed}



REDACTED
REDACTED
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Istanbul, 2/8/2017

Your Honor,

My name is Elif Aydm. T am 34 years old. | have been serving as Mehmet Hakan Atilla’s assistant since
October 13, 2015. Currently, I am working as an assistant at the Deputy General Management of Treasury
and International Banking, First of all, I would like you to know that I am writing this letter from the
bottom of my heart and will ounly tell the truth. Even though, the assistant position was my first work
experience, he was extremely patient with me, he taught me the job and he guided me about everything
with his discipline at work. I can say that I have learned a lot from him. He has always approached me
like a member of my own family, like a brother or a father rather than as an executive.

He is a spiritual person. I am separated from my husband and my son lives in another city with his father.
He always gave me the permission to visit my son anytime I wanted. He has always said, “Do not stay
away from your son. Go, spend time with him.”

Apart from ensuring unity and collaboration in our unit, he has also provided us, his employees, with a
peaceful working environment. He does not discriminate anyone, listens to everyone’s problems and
always tries to help them find a solution. Mr. Hakan is a very important and valuable person to me,
therefore I am very unhappy to see him in this current situation and it upsets me terribly. Mr. Hakan likes
people who are direct. I know that he has no place for lies in his life, and he does not forgive liars. When I
worked with him I have observed and felt that he is a well-liked and respected person by his family, his
friends, work colleagues at the unit, security officers at the bank and even the employees in the kitchen. I
especially understood this better after this such unfortunate event he is going through. He had an active
social life which included his family and friends. He would go to the gym almost every day as long as he
had time. I am thinking to myself: How could a person who is so kind, so benevolent and honest ever be
in such a situation? I cannot wrap my head around it.

In his absence, I had the chance to get to know his wife, his son, Mr. Hakan’s parents, his mother and
father —in law, in other words his entire family, closely, I am so happy to know such a naive, devoted, and
decent perfect family. They have always treated me as one of their own. I am glad to have known them., I
love Mr. Hakan and his family very much. His family is going through such an extremely hard time. I
have personally been of witness of that. Your Honor, I genuinely hope and wish from the bottom of my
heart, that you can reunite this perfect family again.

1 would like to reiterate that; we all love them very much. His family, friends, employees -all of us here-
really need him. We very much feel his absence. 1 hope that my executive, the person whom I call my
father and brother; will be able to be reunited once again with his loved ones.

Yours sincerely,

REDACTED Elif AYDIN
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REDACTED - Istanbul / Turkey [signature]



'REDACTED




Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 35 of 204

TAB 30



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 36 of 204

February 13, 2018
HONORABLE RICHARD M. BERMAN
United States District Judge
United States Courthouse
500 Peart St.

New York, NY 10007-1312

Honorable Judge Berman,

I am a banker who had worked as a Deputy General Manager between the years of 2009-2016 in
Macedonia, first at “***“"*"Bank AD Skopje during the years 2009-2012, then at Halkbank AD Skopje
during 2012-2016 time period. I had the pleasure of working with Mr. M. Hakan Atilla when he was the
president of the Supervisory Board of Halkbank AD Skopje.

I had started my banking career in 1994 at REDACTEDBank as a specialist. I worked in the specialist
position at the Capital Markets Department; also, as the director and division manager position in the Risk
Management Department. While 1 was the division manager at the Risk Management Department in
2009, 1 was appointed to the Deputy Assistant Manager position in Skopje Macedonia as an expat.
Throughout my banking career I took part in various training sessions and seminars in your country at the
New York Institute of Finance as well as at the University of Reading International Market Association
Center in England. I also worked as a stock-bond dealer of ****“"Bank at the Istanbul Stock Exchange.

In the year 2011, after the merger decision of Halkbank AD Skopje and "*™*“""Bank AD Skopje in
Macedonia, I quit my position at ****“*"Bank AD Skopje and continued my banking career as Deputy
General Manager at Halkbank AD Skopje.

I had first met Mr. M. Hakan Atilla who everyone mentioned with admiration, prior to the merger phase
in Macedonia and later I had the honor and pleasure of working with him. Mr. M. Hakan Atilla played a
crucial role in my transfer to Halkbank AD Skopje. Unfortunately, I am following his trial in your Court
through the media and I can by no means associate such a thing to him. I can never believe that Mr. M
Hakan Atilla can/could commit any kind of a crime and can be associated with anything criminal; I can
never believe that he can/could do anything unethical. Mr. M. Hakan Atilla is an extremely dependable,
honest, very knowledgeable and experienced, professional bank executive. After starting to work with
him I also came to realize that he is a very competent manager and a very good friend. He is one of the
most successful and esteemed high level bank executives of our country and he is well respected within
the whole banking community. His reliable, sincere, humane approach played an important role in my
transfer from ““**“""Bank to Halkbank AD Skopje.

Mr. M. Hakan Atilla was predominately authorized and responsible for the merger of two banks with
Turkish capital and he managed this difficult and complex merger process very efficiently by planning in
the most effective, objective and productive manner and by directing the staff of the two banks in the
right direction; thus completing the merger process without any problems. During this process, as a bank
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executive with extensive international banking knowledge and expertise he gained the admiration of
everyone who got to know him including the Macedonian Banking Authorities and the internal bank staff
through his humane and objective approach.

During the period we worked on the Supervisory Board of Halkbank AD Skopje Mr. M. Hakan Atilla
took the initiative regarding a newly purchased bank going through merger process a and he made the
correct strategic decisions that carried the Halkbank AD Skopje to an important level within the
Macedonian Banking Sector. In order to carry the bank to a higher level he guided the whole banking
staff, motivated them, created a team spirit within the bank with his humane, respectful and sincere
attitude. Mr. M. Hakan Atilla had taught me a lot about banking and about being a manager during the
time we worked together. He was also great support to me as a friend and great help during my difficult
times at the beginning. In his private life he is very loyal to his family; he is an extremely bright
intellectual with hobbies; he is very sensitive to the problems of others. All of these characteristics made
him loved by all of us. Besides being very attentive in his business life I later observed that he is very
fond of his wife and son and has a balanced and very loving family life. His success comes from his hard
work, his knowledge, his intelligence and what he values in life. In every level he worked at the bank he
first considered the good and respectable for the bank and for years he worked devotedly there. He is one
of the most respectable bankers I know who is loyal to the bank, who is reliable, who loves what he does
and does it in the best way possible. Mr. M. Hakan Atilla’s honest and sensitive personality, his banking
knowledge and experience made him one of the most distinguished banker executives of our country. Our
country needs bankers like him and unfortunately the time he spends incarcerated is a big loss in terms of
productivity both for our country and for the banking world. Additionally, keeping him in this situation is
devastating for his family emotionally and very destructive for their reputation and creates irreparable,
irreplaceable financial and moral loss. This phase he is going through extremely dismays all of us, his
friends and colleagues who sincerely love and respect him. We all feel enormously incomplete and
unfortunate without him. '

1 would like to ask the Court to be tolerant towards Mr. M. Hakan Atilla. He is an extremely honest and
gracious person who is very sensitive and helpful to the others and the community. Mr. M. Hakan Atilla
is a very special person. 1 respectfully ask you to be compassionate and not to sentence him to any prison
time.

Yours sincerely,
AYSE NUR AYTEMIZ

(SIGNED}



. REDACTED







- Filed 03/26/18_:3 Page 40.0




Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 41 of 204

TAB 31



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 42 of 204

01/31/2018
Your Honor,

My name is Nazmi BAGDINLI. Iam 47 years old. I live in Istanbul and I am a banker. I have
been working in the banking sector for 22 years and at Halkbank for the last 7 years. Currently, 1
work as a Regional Coordinator in Istanbul.

I would like to share a couple of things I know about Mehmet Hakan Atilla with you.
I met Hakan after I started working at Halkbank. I have known him for seven years.

During this period, I have had the opportunity to get to know his wife, Burcin, and his son,
Burkan, closely. Firstly, I want to share my impressions regarding Hakan’s family and what kind
of a father he is. Hakan is an amazing family man. He has a family that is very much envied by
everyone. He is an ideal father who loves his wife and son very much and works so hard to do
the best for them. His son studies at Koc University, one of the best universities in Turkey and it
is not a university that you can get in just by paying for it, you have to be well-educated and
prepared to do so. I, personally, witnessed the sacrifices Hakan had made both morally and
financially in order to get his son to study in that university. If you ask me what is the best way
to raise a child both in terms of education and humane values, I would give Burkan as an
example. A wonderful child like this can only be raised by such amazing parents.

The family has a modest lifestyle, they are moderate people. I have never seen them living a
Iuxurious life.

In terms of his relationship with his friends, Hakan is a friendly, self-sacrificing, helpful person.
Believe me, he really is a nice person. If you would become friends with him, you would really
like him and you would agree with me about everything I said about him.

Your Honor,
I kindly request you to be lenient in your decision so that he could reunite with his wife, son and
his loved ones, only then this family could be complete again.

Yours sincerely,
Nazmi BAGDINLI  {Signed}

REDACTED
REDACTED /ISTANBUL / TURKEY
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February 8, 2018

Honorable Judge,

After I graduated from the university in 2008, I took the entry exams of HalkBank and I started
working in the Department of the Investor Relations which was led by Mr. Atilla.

Mr. Atilla was the first director and first mentor of my career. I feel so lucky that my first
experience into the business life was under his guidance. In this sense, all of his contributions to
my professional life still brightens my way today. He is a very special director who is open-
minded, creative, meticulous and honest. His attitude towards his co-workers and people he
meets within the business framework is based on trust, without discriminating their status or
beliefs.

Mr. Atilla has a very special place in my private life as well as my professional life. I would like
to elaborate on this. In the very year I started working, [ had lost my father. Mr. Atilla treated me
with a fatherly affection; he guided me and helped me to hold on to life again. He was with me in
all my happy times and all my bad days, and he always supported me. When I got married in
2011, he accepted to be my official wedding witness, acting like a father figure one more time.
As 1 always asked his advice and I trusted his opinion and his guidance in every aspect, he
encouraged me and my husband to become a homeowner and he was conducive to that end. We
shared the news of my pregnancy first with him and his lovely wife Ms. Burcin because 1
consider them family and they shared our joy in this happy moment. During their visit after the
birth of my son, he also acted like a brother figure to my husband and gave him support. My son
is about to turn one years old and I feel the absence of Mr. Atilla even more after becoming a
mother. I know that there are so many things that “***“"**(my son) can learn from him in terms of
character and competency.

In addition to these, Mr. Atilla belongs to the best and most exemplary family I have ever
known. He has a benevolent and modest wife who shares the same worldview with him and a
successful son who is very loyal to his family. I feel very lucky that each and every one of them
is a part of my family.

All of us, his family first and foremost, very much feel his absence. He is a real friend, a man of
this world. I look forward to reuniting with him at the earliest time and I seek refuge in your
compassion and understanding.

Yours sincerely,
{SIGNED}
Derya ZEYNEP BAYRAMOGLU
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Assistant Manager

Turkiye Halk Bankasi A.S.
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics)
02/07/2018

Your Honor,

We are an ordinary Turkish family who are aware of the value of every moment a person spends
with their family, children and friends. I am writing this letter with regards to my friend M.
Hakan ATILLA whose lawsuit is currently pending. I would like you to see Hakan, a person you

do not know, through the eyes of one of his friends, if that is remotely possible.

Hakan has been a friend of mine for more than 20 years; we have been friends since I had
started my career at the same department as Hakan. Shortly after, we set the foundations of a
long and solid collaboration and friendship which is still as strong today. As a group of four

likely minded friends, we shared various memories of which some were fun and some were sad.

He was with us at my wedding; he even drove our bride and groom car. We went on numerous
picnics, holidays and business trips together with our children and our families and these are

one of the best memories of my life which make me very happy every time I remember them...

He would rush to the hospital even for the smallest accidents which seem trivial when I think
back. We are opening our private lives to you because I want you to know that Hakan is the kind
of person who would not turn his back on anyone who needed his help and who makes time for

those around him even if he is extremely busy or may not have the time.

While he was incarcerated over there, he did not forget to congratulate me on my promotion, he
sent me flowers; he also sent his condolences to a friend who lost his child and asked how the
Jfamily were doing and coping. These are a few examples that show what kind of a person Hakan

is and how important he is {o us.

Your Honor,
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M. Hakan ATILLA is a friend who is devoted to his family as a husband, and as a father and as a

son, he is very loyal to his friends.

Even the people who do not know him very well, are all praying with us so that he can return to

his wife, his son, his family and his friends.
We are asking for your mercy.

Yours sincerely,

Ibrahim Okan CAGLAR

[signature]

Address: REDACTED

REDACTED

REDACTED ANKARA / TURKEY
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1804. Sokak EKON Apartman: February 5, 2018
1/11, Beytepe Mahallest

Bilkent 3, Cankaya

Ankara, Turkey

Your Honor,

1 am Ersin Ceper, | am the manager of Halkbank Yenisehir Branch in Ankara. | was bom in
1963, | took the job in Halkbank in the year 1988, and | met Mehmet Hakan Atilta shortly
thereafter. We both worked at the headquarters. We stayed at work for many nights
together to complete the tasks that our managers had given us. During those times, | had
the chance to know him closely, In time, we became like brothers. Later on, | also had the
‘opportunity of working in the same team with his wife, Burgin Atilia. Therefore, | can say
that | also know his family closely.

Mehmet Hakan Atilla is more than my assistant general manager, he is a good friend wha is
always there for me when | am having hard times. When my parents passed away, he was
there for me. | can never forget his support. He is a very benevolent person. One time, we
had friend who was a single father, his wife had passed away, and he didnt make enough
money to support his daughter. That friend’s daughter needed an internship position. Hakan
found an internship position, and thanks to that internship, she now has a good job. Hakan
gave hope to that orphaned girl for a better future.

1 am also married and have two children, one teenager boy and a girl at her twenties, My girl
is the same age with Hakan's son. 1 cannot imagine how hard it is for his son to be separate
from his father, especially at this age when he tries to bulld his own life. He needs a good
example to follow and a support to lean on when he makes a mistake but he cannot have
that for longer than a year now. Hakan is a good father and he deserves to see his son grow
up to be a good man.

| beg for your induigence for my friend 1o retuen to hiscountry, to his family who miss him
dearly. | hope that he'll come home soon.

Yours respectfully
Ersin Ceper

Scanned by CamScanner
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]
FEBRUARY 06, 2018

Your Honor,

I was born in 1969. [ am married and a father to one daughter. I have been working at Halkbank
Jfor the past 20 years. I am currently working as a branch director in Ankara. I am first and
foremost, loyal to my country, then my family and finally my bank.

I first met Mehmet Hakan ATILLA back in 1997. Apart from being work colleagues for the past
20 years, our personal friendship has continued over the years without any problems. We have
been there for each other in both our good days and bad days. We also socialize with our
Sfamilies on a regular basis.

M. Hakan ATILLA is a good father who is DEVOTED TO HIS FAMILY. He is also a bureaucrat
who is loyal to his institution. He is ¢ HELPFUL, HONEST person who would do anything,

within his own reach, to help his loved ones, friends and even the people he does not know if they
are in a difficult situation. You can be sure that he is there to help anyone and he does not expect
anything in return. During times of difficulty, the number of people one can call for help are
incredibly low. However, M. Hakan ATILLA is a BENEVOLENT MAN of the difficult days.
Above all, he is HONEST, HE DOES NOT LIE, and most importantly, he is a GOOD PERSON.

Your Honor, one of the most difficult things for a person, is to be away from his family, friends

and country. It is even harder for a tight-knit family. For those of us who have children being
away from our child/children is a very difficult thing.

We would like to see M. Hakan ATILLA among us again as soon as possible. This could only
happen by YOUR GRACIQUS EFFORT. Life is too short and I hope that you allow our dear and
esteemed friend/brother who means a lot to us to be reunited with us again. You have our utmost

trust.
Yours sincerely,
Mustafa CETINER [signature]

REDACTED
REDACTEDAnkara / Turkey
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fhandwritten text is indicated in italics]

Dear Judge Berman,

I am an employee of Halkbank. I had met Hakan Atilla, whose case is pending in your country, at
the Bank nearly 18 years ago. I wanted to write this letter and tell you about my impressions of him
throughout these years.

As a person who had had the opportunity to work closely with Hakan Atilla, I have always
appreciated his motivation, his work ethic, his graciousness, his friendliness, his attitude towards his
colleagues and his devotion to his job, family and friends. He has built good relationships both in his
professional and social life. Being loyal to his friends has made him well-liked by everyone. He is a very
hardworking, respectful and humane individual who does his job very well. He is a conscientious, loving,
disciplineﬁ person and knows how to keep his work life separate from his private life. Being a friend and
a work colleague of his is a joy and privilege and gives one the feeling of trust.

Hakan Atilla started out working at the Bank as a Deputy Specialist and moved up to one of the
most senior positions in the bank thanks to his motivation, accumulation of knowledge and his
determination and devotion to complete every job in the best possible way. His discipline and
qualifications alongside his positive personality, moral values and conscientious and fair attitude has
also had an impact on his promotion.

Hakan Atilla’s love, devotion and loyalty towards his lovely wife Bur¢in Atilla and cherished son
Burkan Atilla is very much appreciated by us all and they truly have set an example of being the ideal
family. However, the current investigation is having an extremely negative impact on the family and is
causing significant losses both financially and emotionally. The potential loss of reputation that they are

Jacing is the first and foremost.
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Hakan Atilla is a positive, productive, and hardworking individual. A moral and valuable person
who is very much appreciated by people from all walks of life. I cannot even begin to imagine how such a
wonderful person can ever display any wrong and unethical behavior or commit any crimes. The hard
working member of society Hakan Atilla has always been the type of person who follows the rules and
has complete respect for the law. It is really hard to believe that he can commit any crime or be
incarcerated in any way for anything that he has done. Besides I cannot deem it thinkable that Hakan
Atilla will possibly violate any law in the future, either.

Honorable Judge Berman, I have tried to describe Hakan Atilla’s personality to you. He is a very
decent and reliable friend whom we love very much and who has won our hearts with his honest, kind-
hearted, hardworking, moral, friendly and decent character and his commitment to the law. I politely ask

you to be lenient on him and I hope he will not be sentenced with any prison time. 02/12/2018

Yours sincerely,
Aycelen ORAL CINICI

[signature]

Address:

REDACTED

REDACTED ANKARA
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February 7, 2018

Your Honor,

I had started my banking career at **>*“bank in 1991 by taking the banking exam shortly after
graduating from university. In 2004, I became an employee of Halkbank because “***“"* bank
was handed over to Halkbank with its complete staff.

I met M. Hakan Atilla in November of 2004, during the merger process because we were
working in similar departments. I have considered him a real friend ever since because of his
assuring and humane approach during the merging procedures. As you may guess, merging two
different institutions is quite a difficult process but we were able to complete this transition in the
most harmonious way possible.

With the initial public offering of our bank in June 2007, M. Hakan Atilla became the head of the
newly established Investor Relations Department. After this recent development , M. Hakan
Atilla asked me if I wanted to work with him and I accepted without hesitation because I knew
that working with a manager I was familiar with and whom I trusted very much would make me
happy. Actually, starting to work for Mr. Hakan’s team in this newly established unit in Istanbul
in June 2007 was an important milestone in my career. I had the opportunity to put my gathered
experiences to use and gain more experience in other areas by working in this new Investor
Relations Department.

Following that, we developed and expanded the business with a trust-oriented synergy. The
interest of our investors and analysts in our Bank in which Mr. Hakan is a proof of this.

M. Hakan Atilla, who was never selfish in sharing his knowledge and his friendship during those
13 years we had worked together, was to me an attentive, meticulous and honest person in his
professional life. I have never witnessed any actions from him contrary to this. In short, he is a
special manager. When it comes to his relations with his team members in the bank, he treats
them in a manner business ethics requires. Outside of the bank he is a real friend. He cares about
one’s problems, shows empathy and tries to support them. No matter what their status, title, class
or belief is, he never discriminates people and treats them all alike and in the most friendly
manner. He pays attention to each employee; he knows their families, and in a short time you
start to consider him as a family member. This is true for all of his employees as well as his
friends in his private life without any exceptions.

Your Honor, I hope these universal values which Mr. Hakan possesses are of important and
value to you. Within this framework, I kindly request you to be tolerant in your decision
regarding Mr. Hakan.

Yours sincerely,
Lena CITELI {SIGNED}

Department Manager/Director
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Halkbank
Financial Institutions and Investor Relations Dept.

REDACTED /Istanbul
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02/08/2018

Your Honor,

My name is Saadet Demircan. | have been working at Halkbank's TeaBoy/Lady personnel
services for 10 years. | have worked with Mehmet Hakan Atilla for 8 years and | still work at the
same department. He is the kindest and the most conscientious, helpful, kindhearted,
benevolent and good intentioned person | have ever met. He is the best Deputy General
Manager | have worked with. | am deeply honored that | had the chance to serve him and work
with him. He is an honorable person that | like and respect very much.

| would like to kindly inform you about a very important incident. My husband was jailed 4 years
ago as a result of some misfortune. | was in such a bad situation that | was falling apart. My
family, my mother, my father and my 7 siblings, none of them were willing to help me. | did not
own a house; | was renting. | did not have money to pay the rent. | was working for the
minimum wage. My son was doing his military service at that time. | had to send him money. |
had to hire an attorney and | had to pay the rent but | did not have any money. | was suffering
from heavy depression. | was crying every day.

During such a hard time, Mehmet Hakan Attila provided an listening ear to my troubles and took
care of me. He helped me hire a lawyer for my husband. We got through those awful days all
because of his help.

| address you with all my respect and | kindly request you to be fair with your decision and
merciful. | kindly request you to let him reunite with his wife, son and family and his loved ones.

Yours sincerely,
Saadet Demircan
{Signed}

REDACTED

REDACTED / Istanbul
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]

The Honorable Richard M. Berman 02/13/2018
United States District Judge

United States Courthouse

500 Pearl Str.,

New York, NY 10007-1312

Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Asli Evbay. I have been working at Halkbank for more than 8 years.
Mr. Hakan was the first executive that I had worked with when 1 first started and I had the chance to
work with Mr. Hakan for a long time.

Mr. Hakan has been a role model both _for me and for all of my colleagues not only with his senior
executive identity but also with his personality. He is a living example of the importance of hard work,
ambition, honesty and decency on the way to climbing up the career ladder. He had started as an expert
and he had moved up to the deputy general manager position, thanks to the respect and dedication he has
for his job. Even though Mr. Hakan is a senior executive, he has always been someone whose door was
open to us. I could go to him without any hesitation and I could share my problems openly.

Mpy. Hakan is a kind and loving person. He has always looked after me like a father during our business
trips and he would never make me feel alone. He would always give me advice on life.

Apart from being a good family man, he is also a person we all respect, care about and like. Therefore 1
had asked him to be the witness to my marriage. When I asked him if he could be my official wedding
witness, he accepted it without hesitation and he gave me a lot of advice about marriage. He was next to
us with his loving support on the best day of our lives.

Mpy. Hakan is an honest, smart, humorous, friendly, productive and gifted person who is devoted to his
family. He is an exemplary person appreciated by me and by everyone who knows him. My biggest wish is

to see him released and reunited with his family as soon as possible.

I'would like to kindly ask you to consider his family and his loved ones who have been waiting for him
along with Mr. Hakan’s exemplary personality when you give your decision.

Yours sincerely,
Ash ERBAY
[signature]

Address: REDACTED

Istanbul
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02/13/2018

The Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Mustafa ERBAY. I am currently working as a level just below the bank manager at
Halkbank. It has been nearly ten years now since I first started my career here at Halkbank. I had
the chance to work with Mr, Hakan back in 2012 when [ was assigned to the Halkbank branch of
Macedonia where he was the chairman of the Board of Directors at the time.

About a year after I was appointed to Macedonia, I had to return to Turkey due to some family
issues and it is for those reasons I asked to be assigned back to Turkey. These transfer procedures
are always quite problematic. In this case, I had to go from one country to another country and 1
knew I had many challenges to face. It was a period in my career that was full of difficulty and
uncertainty. When [ initially shared my assignment request with my supervisor, he was
extremely angry and he clearly pointed out and stressed that this could negatively affect my
career and that he would be of no help whatsoever. After notifying my supervisor, my request
had to be relayed to Mr. Hakan and I had to get his permission as well. When my request was
forwarded to Mr. Hakan via e-mail, he easily resolved my very challenging situation for me in 10
minutes and without any issues. He instructed my place of assignment to be changed from
Halkbank Macedonia to Halkbank Turkey. Mr. Hakan not only did a very huge favor for me, but
by setting an example with his consideration and understanding, he taught me a very beautiful
lesson in life.

Because of this experience, 1 came across two people whom I could compare to different
historical personalities. As a Stoic man of law, Cicero whom I really enjoy reading, defends that
the terms “Honestas” and “Ultilitas” are in harmony with each other. Unlike Cicero, Machiavelli
claims that these two concepts are irreconcilable and suggests “utile” to be superior to
“honestum” at all times. Those who have followed these two thinkers throughout history have
always contradicted each other. As I briefly explained above, my first supervisor had a
Machiavellian approach whereas Mr. Hakan had confirmed Cicero’s and he affected me with his
behavior where he could combine morally good and practically useful attitudes. As a qualified
person who moved up in his career by his hard work, he is an exemplary individual who can
combine both being trustworthy and being productive for the good of the community.

Considering his numerous good deeds and moral acts which are to state one by one in this short
letter simply impossible, I kindly request you to show tolerance and to not give an imprisonment
sentence for Mr. Hakan who is always doing the morally right thing without expecting anything
in return and who, I sincerely believe, is an honest man. I would like to kindly remind you that
your tolerance will affect not only his desperate family but also all of his loved ones too.
Moreover, for Mr. Hakan to not get a jail sentence would be a good opportunity for the society
for him to be productive again and be of benefit.
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Yours sincerely,
[handwritten:] Mustafa H. ERBAY
[signature]

REDACTED

REDACTED Istanbul
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]
02/08/2018
ISTANBUL

Your Honor,

I have known M. Hakan Atilla since 2005 when we worked at Halkbank together. For
many years we had worked together very intensely for the Bank. In the “Credit Cards”
Department we were required to work in accordance with the VISA and MasterCard rules. We
used to spend long hours doing very heavy work in this department in order to ensure what we
did would not violate any international rules and regulations and will not cause the Bank to
suffer any losses. He was always a careful, sacrificing, intelligent and rational individual who
loved his country and people.

Above everything else, he loves his family. He combines honesty and integrity with his
Samily values and he raises his own child with these principles as well. He tries not to break
anyone’s heart. He is always respectful towards his supervisors.

He has never been an ambitious person. He owes his success to working hard and
upholding the values he deems correct.

M. Hakan Atilla has all the qualities of a “good person”. He tries to help anyone who is
having trouble or going through a hard time whenever they ask for his support. He is a rational
and logical person and therefore his suggestions have always been in the same fashion.

He always tells the truth, he does not like lies. He does not like to gossip either. His
“Chivalry” character reflects in both, his professional life and his private life. M. Hakan Atilla
is definitely very VALUABLE for all of us. [ kindly thought that you should know.

Yours sincerely,
Address: TURKIYE HALK BANKASI A.S.
[TURKEY HALK BANK INC.] Ferrin ETHEMOGLU
Support and [ Construction) Department [signature]

REDACTED
ISTANBUL TURKEY
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02/06/2018

Your Honor,

I have been working at Halkbank since 2006. I am married and I have a daughter. [ have started
working with Mr. Atilla since the end of 2011.

My daughter was born in 2013, During my maternity leave in 2014, the bank’s headquarter
moved from Ankara to Istanbul upon a bank management decision. Realizing the difficulty of
starting a new life in a different city with a newborn baby, Mr. Atilla approved my temporary
employment for 3 months in the bank’s adjacent building. This opportunity made the transition
to a new life in Istanbul smoother.

I had worked with Mr. Atilla in the sustainability committee as well. I have observed that he has
given particular importance to ethical values, issues about personal boundaries and preventing
mobbing. I have also observed how important family values were to him. He is one of the
founding members of the Halkbank Sustainability Committee which was established in 2015.
This committee is a structure that makes decisions about adapting the economic, social and
environmental factors to the operation and decision making mechanisms of our bank in
accordance with the institutional management principles and it has been completely founded on a
volunteer basis.

For example, the committee revised the Ethical Principles and Anti-Corruption Policy in 2016.
Mr. Atilla was the director of this working team which took over the mentioned revision project.
Mr. Atilla worked in person to prepare a policy that can be a model not only on a national level
but also on an international level. By proposing to add an Article about protecting the personal
space, he helped secure a healthier and more comfortable working environment for all of the
employees. He led the way towards a more transparent and accountable policy.

I believe that Mr. Atilla, who has maintained his principles, behaved honestly and fairly,
deserves to reunite with his wife, son and his loved ones as soon as possible due to the points I
have made in my letter.

Yours sincerely,
Seda GUDEN
{Signed}

Address: Halkbank Genel Mudurlugu
REDACTED
The Department of International Banking and Structured Finance
Atasehir - Istanbul
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics] Istanbul, February 7, 2018
Your Honor,

My name is Recep GULEC. I was born in 1962 in Iznik as the fourth child of a family that owns
a small-scale agricultural business. Until I graduated from the university and started my career,
I worked for my family’s business. I entered the exam organized by Halkbank in July 1988 and
when I passed, I started working there as an Assistant Specialist. I have been working in this
industry for 30 years and I have always loved my job. Since 2009, I have been serving as the
Department Head of International Banking and Structured Financing at Halkbank.

I met my dear friend Mehmet Hakan ATILLA (Mr. Hakan) in Ankara in 1995 when he started
working at Halkbank. Our close friendship continued over the years because we were both
assigned to the Head Office and were both in the same career group. Mr. Hakan also comes
from a middle class family like I do. His parents had retired after they both worked as civic
servants.

In my opinion, both Mr. Hakan and I were brought up by our families in such a way that the
family training and discipline had shaped us into having a work ethic of always being fully
aware of our responsibilities. We have been promoted to senior executive positions at the
institution due to the diligence we display in our work and profession.

In his social life Mr. Hakan is equally diligent. I have noticed on numerous occasions that he
was on his family’s side, he supported and helped them whenever they needed him. (For
example, 1 just remember now how he was going back and forth between Ankara and Bursa in
preparation of his sister’s wedding.) I had also witnessed that he stood by his colleagues on
good and bad days, in accordance with our traditions. Mr. Hakan has always participated in
religious celebrations, funerals, weddings, birthdays and similar social events with a genuine
attitude.

He is always very attentive towards events that require social sensitivity and support and I am a
witness to that. He accepted to be an official marriage witness of his colleagues whenever he
was asked. He helped those people in need to get some financial support. He had always
supported the social responsibility projects carried out by the Bank. For example, he personally
helped organizing a Folk Music choir made up of the Bank staff. He also persuaded his father-
in-law who is a well-known Turkish Folk music singer and choir conductor to lead these
activities.

In addition to his personality traits, which I have partially summarized above, Mr. Hakan has
taken an active role in the management of the handball and volleyball teams of the institution
where he was working. Apart from these sports, he is also passionate about soccer and water
Sports.
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The shares of the institution where we are both working are public. The company shares have
been offered to the public twice; once in 2007 and then in 2012. Due to his field of work, Myr.
Hakan was given an active role during the initial public offerings. In 2007, Mr. Hakan has been
promoted as the Department Head of Financial Institutions and Investor Relations and he was
assigned as Deputy General Manager of International Banking in 2011. While he was assigned
to these positions, he introduced his institution to shareholders, international securities investors
and beneficiary bank representatives. In a way, he became the voice and the figure that
represented the institution to the outside world and provided them with information about our
Bank and about the industry. An executive who shoulders such a responsibility, carries out the
task of establishing trust and reputation on behalf of the institution.

One must not only be competent about the Banking Law and relevant legal regulations in order
to render these services I tried to summarize above but one must also obtain a license from the
Turkish Capital Markets Board. Mr. Hakan had fulfilled all of these requirements with his
competent, well-informed and cautious personality.

In 2007, I have been assigned to the unit where I am currently the head of the department and
since 2011, I had worked under Mr. Hakan. During this period, he supported us at work within
the framework of Banking legislation and discipline and at the same time he helped us to make
sure that our working conditions do not disrupt the ordinary course of our family lives. He
coached his team by instilling confidence in them and by supporting their professional and
personal development.

In addition to our jobs, Both Mr. Hakan and I have taken part in social responsibility projects in
order to institutionalize the corporation where we were working, in accordance with the
requirements of the era we lived. In this context, Mr. Hakan took an active role in our Bank’s
Corporate Management Committee and he led the establishment of Halkbank Sustainability
Committee where I am also a founding member. The details of the work carried out by the
committee that was established in 2015 are open to the public on our Bank’s website.

The objective of the committee is to make decisions towards harmonizing the economic, social
and environmental factors with the corporate management principles and the Bank’s activities
and decision mechanisms and to carry out this through volunteer based activities. Within the
scope of the activities, our Bank’s Ethics Principles and Anti-Corruption Policy have been
expanded and implemented. As a result of these activities, our institution was included in
Istanbul Stock Exchange’s Sustainability Index and it has become one of the companies listed
within FTSE4 Developing Markets Index (FTSE4 Good Russell).

Naturally, matters related to his career and private life are not limited to those which I have
tried to summarize above. Mr. Hakan has a humble life style and his other personal traits that I
can remember include having a passion for being in and around nature, gardening, fishing,
drawing pictures, and reading novels.
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Your Honor, I have met some of the members of Mr. Hakan's family with whom he shares his
surname, the family members 1 know the best are his dear wife and his cherished son. Just like
my wife, Mr. Hakan's wife also works at Halkbank and their son is a college student just like our
son. In other words, our loving marriages started and developed at the institution into which we
put so much effort. Within this framework, I cannot hold myself from empathizing with Mr.
Hakan and his family. My only wish and hope is to have him back in his country and see him
return to his family in good health and to see him find the peace he deserves. Therefore, I kindly
request you to show leniency and understanding towards him. Thank you very much for taking

the time to read my letter.
Yours sincerely,

[signature]
Recep GULEC

Address:
T. Halk Bankasi A.S.
General Directorate
REDACTED
REDACTED  JSTANBUL
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fhandwritten text is indicated in italics]
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
Honorable Judge Berman,

While I am writing this letter to you, it is 2:50 a.m local time in Turkey which means it is ten
minutes to three. I have actually written several letters since 10:00 p.m. this evening. However,
as I could not and found it difficult to properly include everything that I wanted to say exactly the
way [ wanted to, I tore them all up. I am hoping to get this one right and send it to you.

To begin with, I would like to tell you a little bit about Mehmet Hakan ATILLA. I first met
Mehmet Hakan ATILLA in 1998. During that time I was working at the Credit Cards Office of
Halkbank; one day they told me that a specialist has been assigned to our office. It was Mehmet
Hakan ATILLA. We became very good friends and I learned a lot from him. He was a very
successful man who motivated everyone around him with his good energy and positive vibe. He
was very honest.

1 think it was around the end of the year of 1999. Back then a group was involved in credit card
fraud in the town of Ortaca in the Mugla province. They were copying Halkbank’s credit cards.
The Bank management assigned us to find out what was going on. I was inexperienced back
then. Together with Mehmet Hakan ATILLA, we went to the town of Ortaca in the province of
Mugla which is located on the southern coast of Turkey. Mehmet Hakan ATILLA met with the
parents of these young men who were copying credit cards (bearing in mind that, they were all
young and inexperienced and they did not know that what they were doing was considered fraud)
and he established a relationship of trust with the families and exposed the details of the
situation. On the bus ride back home we cried tears of happiness because we were so happy that
we had successfully solved the problem.

1 am now looking in the mirror and 1 am crying again. However, they are not tears of happiness
this time. They are tears of sorrow. I am crying out of despair. Mehmet Hakan ATILLA was a
successful banker from a middle class family. He set an example for us. He had reached his
position by working really hard. Now, successful people from the same Turkish middle class
families are on trial through the person and character of Mehmet Hakan ATILLA. It’s as if those
very people who have come to very good position as a result of their own hard work are being
tried.

Please consider this whilst giving your judgement.
Yours sincerely,
[signature]
Cem Feyzullah GUVEN
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Address: REDACTED .

- Ankara
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]

02/13/2018

[signature}
Your Honor,

I wanted to briefly reach out to you about my family friend and coworker from Halkbank,
M. Hakan Atilla.

My work with Hakan at Halkbank began in December 2004. [ have always known him as
a colleague that followed all the rules at work and was devoted to his family.

At Halkbank, I served as the Department Head of Financial Accounting between the
yvears 2004 and 2012 and as the Department Head responsible for [illegible] between 2012 and
2015. Since August 2015, I have been the Manager of Halkbank'’s Tahtakale Branch.

While I was the Department Head, I coordinated our bank’s domestic and international
partnerships. During this time, Hakan would not even accept the ties, shirts or chocolate
packages that were sent as gifis from our special partners on special occasions such as the New
Year and Eid holidays, claiming that he only wanted to do his job and what his position
required. I would like to underline in this letter how much of a gentle person he is. He needs
your empathy in order to be rejoined with all his loved ones - his son, and his wife, and his
parents.

Yours sincerely,
02/13/2018
Halkbank Tahtakale Branch
Manager
Levent GUZEN
[signature]
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Istanbul, 02/07/2018

Your Honor,

My name is Refik ILERI, I started working as a Deputy Auditor at the Halkbank Inspection
Board on 06/25/1995. | have worked as an auditor and head auditor until April 2007. 1 have
worked as a branch manager during the period 2007-2018. Currently, I am working as the branch
manager of Firuzkoy/ISTANBUL Branch.

I studied at Gazi University, Department of Finance between 1989 and 1994. During the same
years, Mehmet Hakan ATILLA was a student in the Department of Economics of the same
university. I met him at the university and our friendship took its roots during the university
years. I have known Mehmet Hakan ATILLA for about 29 years. Our families have been seeing
each other for the last 14 years.

Mehmet Hakan ATILLA is one of the two-three people I consider as a genuine friend. He is
closer and more caring to me than my real brother is. I wish you could have got to know this
amazing person under different circumstances.

It is very hard to introduce Mehmet Hakan ATILLA to you in this short letter, but I want to try
my best to achieve this difficult task.

First of all, Hakan is a good family man. He is warm hearted, sympathetic person who would
light up any room he enters with his energy and positive attitude. He is a good communicator. He
is highly sensitive to others and the environment. He has a great sense of empathy and he loves
sharing. He is a brave and big-hearted person who is capable of doing anything for his loved
ones.

He is a forgiving, modest, pure-hearted, wholesome, sensitive, thoughtful and emotional person
who is capable of forgiving even the ones who had hurt him badly or broke his heart.

He would feel just as happy if something good happens to a loved one, as if it had happened to
him.

He enjoys helping anyone without minding if they are close to him or not, or if he knows them or
not, or even if they are his friends or not. He prefers making the people around him happy rather
than making himself happy.

He is a modest person who does not want people to know about his good deeds and who does not
expect anything in return for his favors.
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He is a reputable, distinguished and loved person.

Additionally, Hakan has an artistic side and he is a self-confident, talented and modest person. In
my opinion he is a talented artist. He is my dear and true friend.

He has a very bright son Burkan who is a university student. He bears the same characteristic
traits his father does. He has the sweetest wife, Burcin.

Your Honor,

People like Hakan are very rare in our communities; that is why I believe we should protect and
support them so that they would prosper without any harm.

I kindly request you to be tolerant with your decision about Hakan and set him free so that he can
reunite with his family and his dear friends.
Yours sincerely,
Refik ILERI
{Signed}
REDACTED /ISTANBUL - TURKEY
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The Honorable Richard M. Berman
United States District Judge
United States Courthouse

500 Pearl St.,

New York, NY 10007-1312

Skopje, Macedonia,
02/13/2018

Honorable Judge Berman,

I am Berkan Imeri. I live in the city of Gostivar in Macedonia. I am 37 years
old, married and a father of one. I am an economics graduate, and am
currently pursuing a post-graduate degree in financial management. At the
moment, I serve as a senior financial manager in a commercial bank in
Macedonia. Please pardon me for writing to you in Turkish — as my level of
proficiency in English is not that advanced.

I have just found out from the media press and newspapers that Mehmet
Hakan Atilla, who was standing trial in an American court as a defendant,
was found guilty on the charges against him. [ have also come to know from
the media as well, that you are currently at the stage of handing down a
decision about him regarding these charges.

As Mehmet Hakan Atilla was a member and president of my bank’s Executive
Board between the years 2012 and 2015, I had the opportunity to get to know
him professionally speaking. Based on the time Mr, Attila and I worked
together, I can affirm that he is a very honest, principled, law-abiding,
virtuous person who is dedicated to his family.

I remember that throughout the time we worked together, he respected the
procedures, and was aware of the regulations, banking rules and customs. He
always gave his unconditional support to our bank in Macedonia and
followed our development and progress closely. He would insist that we had
to be a model and make a difference in the Macedonian banking system, and
always emphasized on how we had to follow the laws and regulations.
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Honorable Judge Berman, the American judicial system with its autonomy
and equity is a global example. I genuinely hope Mr. Atilla is found not guilty
at the end of the trial. I plead you to not sentence him to imprisonment within
the limits of the law and your capabilities, because the Mr. Hakan I know, is
not someone with a character or disposition who is able to nor would ever
commit a crime.

I would like to share a memory I have of him with you: once while we were
visiting one of our customers who sells musical instruments, a particular
musical instrument caught his attention and he started to examine it. A
member of the Executive Board asked him why he spent so much time
looking at it. He explained that he wanted to buy the instrument, for one of
his family members, who was interested in music, and that would make
him/her very happy if he were to give this person the instrument as a gift
upon returning to Turkey. The business owner wanted to give Mr. Atilla the
instrument free of charge, but Mr. Atilla expressed that he could never accept
this and would pay whatever the price may be. He later bought the
instrument for its full price. Mr. Hakan did not exploit his position for his
personal benefit. Because he had acted so honestly, and nobly, the respect I
had for him grew even more,

I would like to express that, like everyone else, I will also respect the verdict
you reach, and hope that you re-integrate Mr. Atilla, whom I hold so dear,
back into society.

Respectfully yours,
Berkan Imeri
[Signature]



“topluma. kazandlrmamzl iimit ederim.
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Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Ahmet KARAKAS, I am the Manager of Halkbank Commercial Branch in Selguklu. I have been
working at Halkbank for the past 24 years. I have worked as a Department Manager at the Corporate
Headquarters for 12 years. During that time, I had the chance to work with Hakan Atilla and get to know him
closely since he was also assigned there. I have known Hakan Atilla for nearly 14 years. His wife is also a
work colleague of ours. I also had the opportunity to work with his wife as well, when I served as a Director of
the Deposits Department.

Hakan Atilla was born into a middle-classed Turkish family and had successfully built a career where he was
promoted to the difficult and respectable position of Deputy General Manager at Halkbank. He first started at
lower ranks but climbed up rapidly all owing it to his knowledge and skills. He is a graduate of Gazi
University Faculty of Administrative Sciences which is the preferred school for the children who come from
the background of low and middle class families, who are either workers, civil servants or craftsmen (1
graduated from the same school during the same period, therefore I am well aware of the stadent profile).
Becoming the Deputy General Manager of International Banking at a major bank such as Halkbank after
graduating from that university is a true success story. He had accomplished that.

If I recall correctly, we and a few other friends had dinner with him back in May 2016 near the Corporate
Headquarters, Two months after that I got assigned to another branch therefore I did not get a chance to see
him again. However, he was one of the few friends who called to congratulate me and comfort me after my
appointment. { would kindly like to tell you a bit about my friend and work colleague Hakan Atilla and point
out a few personality traits, hoping that it might help you get to know him better.

1. Most importantly, Hakan Atilla has always worked selflessly at the office and is definitely devoted. He
never hesitates to tell what he deems to be right related to his job. This is one of Hakan’s most important
qualities that [ have seen. He is the kind of person who does not hesitate to tell the truth even if it might mean
he is going to be criticized by his colleagues. In fact, he had some criticism directed to me during some of our
meetings when I was working as the Director of the Deposits Department. However, it’s because I knew of this
trait in his character, I never took it personal and considered it constructive criticism as they were related to
work.

2. Hakan Atilla is one of the most honest people I have ever known. I have never seen nor heard him do
anything different than what he has said. I can definitely say, that if he had said something about a certain
matter, he must have said it because he believed it to be true. He has always kept his word or tried his best to
do so.

3. Apart from Hakan’s constructive criticisms, I have never seen him nor heard him upset anyone at work. He
does not compromise when it is to do with work but other than that, he is an extremely friendly person.

4. It is not even possible for me to think that Hakan could have ever been involved in any illegal transactions.
He is a decent and honest person who can never be inclined to commit a crime and/or violate the law. In fact,
had witnessed, from time to time, him getting negative reactions from his colleagues during some of our
meetings because of his honesty and his determination to tell the truth.

5. The last time I saw Hakan was at the dinner I mentioned previously above and we happened to have talked
about his son. He is devoted to his family and he loves his wife and son dearly. You can see his eyes sparkle
when he talks about his son.
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6. Honorable Judge Berman, Hakan’s professional and family life are in order. I would kindly like to state that
if such a decent person were to be punished, would it not result in being very devastating for both him and his
family? If someone, who were not inclined to commit a crime and is so devoted to their work and family were
to be punished, then would it not be a disappointing result for anyone who earns a living doing their jobs, and
are as equally devoted and are loyal to their community and country and believe that they actually serve the
good for humanity? It would certainly be disappointment to me. On the other hand, if he is acquitted and is
released at the end of this trial process, then both Hakan and his loved ones will be very happy and we will see
that once again honesty has triumphed and justice has been prevailed, just as it should be.

7. As far as I know, one of Hakan’s hobbies was fishing. He would grab his fishing pole and go fishing on the
coast of Uskiidar. I hope that because of your decision he would be able to go back to this hobby as soon as
possible.

Your Honor, you only had the chance to know about Hakan Atilla through the witness testimonies/or
statements and the documents that have been provided to you. As you would appreciate, this is nowhere near
sufficient nor enough to even get to know a person, a bank executive ,or a husband, father, or asonand a
friend. Throughout my 10 year-long career as an auditor, | had always acknowledged this. You have much
more professional expertise than I may ever have, being a civil servant of USA . With your permission, I have
told you what I know about him and have mentioned a couple of his qualities. He is an honest person who
believes in his people and the values of humanity. For him to be able to go back to his job, wife and son, work
colleagues and fishing on the coast of Uskiidar, is only possible by Your means of giving a positive and
considerate evaluation.

02/12/2018
Yours sincerely,
Ahmet KARAKAS

[signature]
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Saym Hakim Berman,

Ben Ahmet KARAKAS, Halkbank Selgukiu Ticari Sube Midiirlylim. 24 yildir Halkbank'ta gahigiyorum.
12 yil Genel Midiirliik'te Daire Bagkanh gdrevinde bulundum ve bu slire zarfinda benim gibi Genel
Mdikliik’te calisan Hakan Atilla ile beraber gahisma ve O'nu daha yakindan tanima firsatim oldu.
Yaklasik 14 yildir Hakan Atilla’y: tamiyorum. Esi de ¢aligma arkadagimizdir. Mevduat Daire Bagkanhgi
yvaptigim dénemde esi ile birlikte ¢aligma firsatimiz oldu.

Hakan Atilla orta halli bir Tlirk ailesinin ¢ocugu olarak, bilgi ve becerisi ile Halkbankasi'nda alt
sevivelerde baslad@ galisma hayatin Genel Miidiie Yardimailis gibi zor ve onurlu bir gdreve ve
makama yikselerek taglandirmay: basarmgtir. Gazi Universitesi Iktisadi Idari Bilimler FakUltesi gibi
diislik ve orta gelirli is¢i, memur ve esnaf cocuklarinin gittigi bir okuldan mezun olup (ben de aym
okuldan ayni dénemde mezun oldum, 6grenci profilini bu nedenle iyi bilirim} Halkbankas: gibi biyuk
bir bankada Uluslararas: Bankacilik konusunda Genel Miidir Yardimcisi olmak tam anlamyla bir
bagandir. O bunu bagarmigtir.

Kendisi ile 2016 yiinin yanls hatirlamiyorsam Mayis ayinda Genel Mudurltk yakinlarinda birkag
arkadasmmizla birlikte yemek yemis ve sohbet etmistik. Ben iki ay sonra Genel Mid{iriik'ten subeye
tayin oldugum igin sonrasinda yiiz yiize goriisme firsatimiz olmads. Ancak, tayinimden sonra beni
arayarak tebrik ve teselli eden birkag¢ arkadagimdan birisi idi. Burada izninize siinarak arkadagim, is
arkadasim Hakan Atilla’nin bildigim birkac 6zelligini sizin de onu tammaniza yardimi olur umuduyla
belirtmek isterim.

1.Hakan Atilla, herseyden dnce isle ilgili konularda ézveri ile ¢alisan, is odakl bir kisidir. Isiyle ilgili
olmas: gerekeni, dogru bildiklerini bulundugu her ortamda ¢ekinmeden dile getirir. Hakan'in benim
tanik oldugum en belirgin 6zelligi budur, O is arkadaslarinin elestiriden alinmast pahasina dogru
bildikierini sdylemekten gekinmeyen bir kisidir. Ki, Mevduat Daire Baskaniig) yaparken benim isimle
ilgili de toplantitarda elegtirileri olmustur. Ancak ben onun bu dzelligini bildigim icin ve sbyledikleri
isie ilgili oldugu igin sGylediklerini yapici elestiri olarak algiamistim.

2. Hakan Atilla tanudigim en dlrlst kisilerden birisidir. Ben O'nun bugiine kadar styledikierinden farkh
seyler yaptigina ne sahit oldum ne de duydum. Sunu net olarak ifade edebilirim ki O bir konuda bir
sey sbylemisse dogru bildigi icin ve inandigi igin sbylemigtir. Soylediklerini de yapmis veya yapmaya
cahgmistir,

3.Hakan"in yapici elestirileri disinda is yerinde herhangi bir kisiyi kirdigim (zdUgiinli ne gbrdiim ne
duydum. O isle ilgili konularda tavizsiz ama onun disindaki konularda arkadag canhst birisidir.

4 Hakan'in yasal olmayan herhangi bir sey yapti§ini diigiinmem bile mUmkiin degildit. O sug islemeye
ve yasalara aykin davranmaya yatkin olmayan, diizglin ve dirist bir kigiliktir. Ki toplantilarda bu
diriistlik ve dogru bildigini sGyleme &zelligi dolayisiyla zaman zaman meslektaslarinin tepkisini
cektigine de gahidim.

5.Hakan ile yukarida bahsettigim, son gérismemiz olan yemekte oflu ile ilgili de konusmustuk.
oglunu ve esini seven, ailesine digkin birisidir. Oglundan bahsederken gozlerinin parladigini
goriirsiniiz,

6.Gerek ig gerekse aile hayat: boylesine diizgiin ve diizenli otan Hakan'tn alacagi cezanin gerek kendisi
gerekse ailesi igcin umut kirici bir sonug olacagmt affiniza siginarak ifade etmek isterim Sayin Berman.
Sug islemeye yatkin olmayan, isine ve ailesine bagh bilyle birisi ceza alirsa bu isine ve ailesine bagh,



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 117 of 204

isiyle ve yaptiklarniyla hem gegimini temin eden hem de milletine ve bagi oldugu insanlik ailesine
hizmet ettigini dugtinen insanlar igin bir umut kirict eylem olmaz mi? Benim igin dyle olur. Ote yandan
bu yarg) stirecinden hakettigi gibi aklanarak ¢iktiginda O'nun ve sevenlerinin ylzii gilecek,
dirlistiigin olmas: gerektigi gibi galip geldigini gbrecegiz.

7.Hakan'in is disinda bildigim hobilerinden birisi de baltk tutmast idi; oltasini alip Uskiidar sahilinde
balik tutmak. Umanm, sayenizde en kisa siirede bu hobisine tekrar kavugur,

Saym Hakim, Hakan Atilla'yi siz sadece tanik ifadeleri ve onlanin isaret ettigi belgeler lizerinden
tarmima firsatl buldunuz. Siz de takdir edersiniz ki 49 yillik hayati ve 23 yillik galisma hayati olan bir
banka g6revlisi, bir es, bir baba, bir ogul, bir arkadas bu sekilde yeterince tanimak miimkiin degildir.
Ben 10 yd miifettislik hayatimda bunu hep itiraf ettim. Siz ki benden ¢ok daha fazia mesleki tecriibesi
olan bir ABD yetkilisisiniz. Ben sizin izninize ve hoggériniize siginarak onunia ilgili bildigim, tanik
oldugum birkag dzelligi dile getirdim. O sugsuzdur. O hem milletine hem insanlik degerlerine inanan
durist bir insandir. Onun tekrar isine, esine, ogluna, is arkadaslarina ve Uskiidar sahilinde balik
tutmaya kavusabilmesi Sizin yapacaginiz insaflt ve olumliu degerlendirmelerle olacaktir.

12.02.2018
Saygilarimia,

Ahmet KARAKAS
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Your Honor,

My name is Ergin KAYA. I have been working at Halkbank since 1989. I worked as an auditor
and had various managerial positions on different levels. Currently, I am still working as a senior
executive at the Bank.

Throughout my entire career, I had the chance to closely get to know Mehmet Hakan ATILLA.
Mehmet Hakan ATILLA has always been known as an extremely intelligent and hardworking
person ever since he first started many years ago as an Expert Specialist. By his own personal
efforts, he managed to improve his English language skills; and thus was able to undertake roles
of internationally representing our bank. His knowledge about our Bank’s financial data, and his
ability to effectively articulate them clearly made him develop very positive relations with the
foreign investors who had shares in our Bank. He is a very disciplined and hardworking
executive in his professional life and is highly considerate of training all the employees by
conforming to the standards. He is a handsome and well-dressed person. A banker who is
familiar with the Western standards and whose presence is immediately felt in any setting.

Our bank has established a sports club that has achieved international accomplishments. Our
Club is predominantly known for its volleyball activities. Hakan and I have worked as managers
of the club in the years that passed. In that time we developed a very close friendship. He was
especially good at making good decisions and getting to know people well .He would analyze the
athletes’ psychology very well and he would coach them accordingly. We received many
successful results in the field of volleyball. And in that sense, Mr. Hakan had a big role to play in
that success.

Apart from this, our wives both love and know each other very well. Hakan’s father-in-law
Serbiilent YASUN is a well-known singer who has worked for many years in Turkey’s public
broadcasting institution, the Turkish Radio and Television Corporation. Mr. Serbiilent has given
my wife music lessons and have worked together for many, many years. We hereby, had the
chance of meeting Hakan’s entire family. Hakan’s wife Burgin ATILLA also works at Halkbank
and she is a very successful banker, as well, Hakan and Bur¢in make a very good couple and the
fact that they are very much in love with each other is closely acknowledged by everyone. It is
such that their beloved son’s name happens to be a combination of both of their first names.
Hakan is a person who very much values family ties. Every time his son’s name comes up in the
many personal conversations, I could see how much his eyes sparkle with love and how proud he
is of him.

Hakan has always been a good friend whom I can rely on. Hakan is one of the most trusted
people at the bank and has always been known to stick to his word. His absence is very much
felt and I miss him very much. However, most importantly, I really want his family, his wife and
his son to be reunited with him as soon as possible. He is a good person and I think it is his right
to be with his family. I hope my wishes come true.
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Yours sincerely,

Ergin Kaya
{SIGNED}

Deputy General Manager
Banking Operations and Information Technologies
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02/07/2018

Your Honor,

My name is Leyla Kocatas. I started working at Halk Bankasi on 07.12.1995 in the same
department and on the same day as Mehmet Hakan Atilla. Since those early days of work when
we were young, we have experienced the things life has brought to us and has taken from us, our
marriages, and births of our children, our happy and sad days together as close friends. I had a
car accident one and a half year ago. This accident has turned my life upside-down. When I was
trying to recover from the physical and psychological damages of this traumatic accident,
Mehmet Hakan and his family were always by my side, both during my recovery process at the
hospital and at home.

Our wish is to see my friend of twenty-two years, Mehmet Hakan, whose diligence, honesty and
altruism has been appreciated not only by me but all his friends and who I always have admired
as a good spouse and a good father, back here in Turkey. Your honor, we kindly seek your
refuge in your compassion.

Yours sincerely, 02/07/2018
Leyla KOCATAS

{Signed}

Address: REDACTED Ankara



REDACTED
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{handwritten text is indicated in italics]

02/09/2018

Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Erol Kul. In 1997, I started working at Halkbank’s Retail and Private
Banking Directorate as a staff member. I am currently serving as a division manager at the

Corporate Communications Department. I am married with two children.

I first met Hakan Atilla when I was working at the Retail and Private Banking
Directorate. Even though we were assigned to different departments, we became good friends
owing to the fact of Mr. Hakan’s warm attitude. All of our mutual friends respected him
tremendously, liked him and trusted him. In fact, his attitude and behavior throughout this whole
period had a significant contribution to my personal development. I found his experience in the
banking industry extremely valuable, when I had the opportunity in 2002 to start working for Mr.
Hakan in the Department of Strategic Planning. This may have been one of the most important
steps in my personal development and a big transformation in my career. Until I changed my
position in 2007, I had the chance to get to know Mr. Hakan very closely. In my opinion, Mr.
Hakan’s most valuable characteristic was his constructive and positive approach in every field.
In fact, it had come to a point where it would surprise me to see Mr. Hakan’s love and care for
the stray animals on our lunch breaks and I would wonder why anyone would ever leave their
work and spend time helping these animals. One day when I asked him why on earth was he
doing this, he answered; “If we disregard them just because they cannot tell us their problems,

this would not be fair at all.” In my opinion, I believe if someone thinks this way about stray
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animals, he must be an incredibly compassionate and kind-hearted person. I believe that such a
person deserves tolerance and empathy. I believe that such a person deserves to be free so that
he can live with his wife and child and can continue changing people like me. His wife and child
are extremely heartbroken because of this situation and I think by not being able to be by their
side has a very negative effect and impact on this young and successful executive’s psychology.
Considering his accomplishments and achievements and his position at work, I think that he

definitely deserves to be with his wife and child in Turkey.

I am confident that all of the proceedings will be completed in accordance to justice.

Yours sincerely,
{SIGNED}

Erol KUL

Address: Halkbank General Directorate

Corporate Communications Department

REDACTED
REDACTEDY/ ISTANBUL

Phone: REDACTED
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Istanbul, 02/15/2017

Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Idris Kurhan. I am 32 years old, married and a father of two. I have been a security
guard for nearly 9 years. I started working as a security guard at Halkbank in August 2014. 1
soon thereafter began working at the bank’s VIP floor. I met Mr. Hakan shortly after starting
work there. At the previous places I worked at, there had only been a few people I was able to be
close to and have a dialogue with. However, Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla has always been a kind
and unprejudiced person since the day [ met him. Normally here in Turkey, the senior executives
do not usually converse or interact much with us employees. They are usually strict and serious
towards us but Mehmet Hakan Atilla did not differentiate us from the rest. If he were to ever see
any of us even remotely upset, he would persistently ask that person what was wrong.

One day, he realized I was upset and approached me like he always had done, asking me what
was wrong. I told him that a baby of one of our friends from the bank’s Security Department
needed to have an operation because it was ill. Mr. Hakan said that that was good news, if it’s
having an operation then the problem at hand should be resolved in no time. I hinted that our
colleague did not have the financial means to afford the hospital expenses. I later found out that
the bank had agreed to cover all the expenses of the surgery. 1 remember our whole group of
friends being incredibly happy. When I saw Mr. Hakan the next day, I told him about the news
and he was as happy as I was. Turns out that it was Mr. Hakan who reached out to the
administration and arranging the necessary support. But, he himself never mentioned this to us.
He even repeatedly kept asking us if there was anything he could do, asserting that he was
standing by us, and that “The Children are the light of our future.”

Honorable Judge Berman, Mr. Hakan is the kind of person who does not even speak of his good
deeds. I have never met such a caring executive. Above all else, he is a good person. Such people
are hard to come by nowadays, Your Honor. He has too many good qualities to count for. It is
unfair for a person like him to be there.

Honorable Judge Berman, I would like to kindly ask you to think over again and again about the
decision you are about to make. My family and all his loved ones are praying for him here. I
plead for your empathy and kindly request Mr. Hakan to be sent back to Turkey - to his home, to
his family and to all of us that love him.
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Yours sincerely,
Idris Kurhan
[signature]

REDACTED
REDACTED Istanbul / Turkey
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Your Honor,

My name is Arzu Ozisbakan, I am currently working at Halkbank’s Sahrayicedit Branch as a Manager.
am writing this letter to you in order to express my personal views about Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla,

I have worked together with Mehmet Hakan Atilla between the years of 2004 and 2017 at Halkbank.
During this time, Mr, Hakan has been one of those executives that I have taken as a role model given to
his honest, kind and humble personality and his knowledge about banking. Over the years of working
together, he has supported me substantially and I would like to share one of the most meaningful times
with you. In 2008, my son " was 3 years old and he was hospitalized after being diagnosed with
neuroblastoma (a specific kind of pediatric cancer) and following this, a very difficult treatment process
started for " in Turkey. As the disease was in its advanced stage, the treatments he received in Turkey
were not sufficient and we decided to take our son to the Cologne University Hospital which we have
learned to be the best treatment site in Europe for this disease. Our entire family supported us financially
for this cause because the treatment that we requested in Cologne was an expensive oncological treatment
and our health insurances in Turkey did not cover it,

Right at this point, Mehmet Hakan Atilla intervened and he ensured that I was granted all necessary
permissions from the Bank’s senior management so that I could be appointed to Halkbank’s Cologne
Branch as personnel as we would have the treatment there, His unit ensured that I was appointed to our
Cologne Branch promptly. Consequently, while my son was having treatment in Cologne 1 was able to be
with him. At the same time it had become possible as per procedure for our Bank to cover all our
healthcare expenses in Cologne. During this period when we were experiencing very hard and miserable
times as a family, our Bank standing by us, under Mr. Hakan’s leadership, had given us hope and
strength. I will be eternally grateful to Mehmet Hakan Atilla and to my Bank for making sure that I could
spend time with my son and be there for him throughout the entire treatment process.

In light of this, as a friend and work colleague of Mehmet Hakan Atilla, I would like to kindly request for
his release soon so that he can be able to be reunited with his wife and son.

I am asking on behalf of him for your mercy.

Yours sincerely,

02/08/2018

Arzu Ozisbakan

(SIGNED)
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Your Honor,

My name is Mustafa Ozkan. I have been working for Halkbank since 1987. I started out my
carcer as an auditor and have continued as a branch manager. 1 have spent my entire career at
Halkbank and I am now at the end of a career I truly enjoyed before my retirement.

When I started working at Halkbank as a young auditor, I had recently graduated from college
and had started to gain some experience, along the way I started to get to know and evaluate my
colleagues better. In the following years I started to get to know many new colleagues who
started working at the Bank. Mehmet Hakan Atilla, with his politeness, intelligence, drive and
continuous efforts to self-improve and always doing his best at work, was one of the younger
colleagues whom I have been proud to say I'm glad to have known. He truly loved our bank; it
was beyond professional loyalty. Over time, apart from professionally going up the career ladder,
it was because he truly loved the bank that he reached the position of Deputy General Manager.

As he moved up successfully in his career as a respectable banker, his private life and family life
were also very much admired. His career achievements did not spoil him; quite the contrary he
had become even more humble, tolerant and mature. He became the first person everyone would
think of when they needed help regarding either their work or their private life.

Seeing M. Hakan Atilla’s name together with some concepts of crime has been a source of great
sadness not only for me but for many people as well. The word crime and M. Hakan Atilla’s
name certainly do not go together and their use in the same sentence in fact, seems unreal. For
example, during the trial when it came up that the fact that he had not accepted any bribe from
anyone, did not surprise us because we knew him so well.

One of the most important stages regarding the trial procedure will be carried out by your Court
in April. When you are making your decision, I hope and I believe that you will consider the fact
that M. Hakan Atilla is a Turkish citizen; his wife, his child and all of his human interactions,
along with his personal memories are in Turkey. I think that this is not only humane but also
legally fair. Because even if one lives a free life being far away from his family and in a different
country, it is not even easy to begin to describe and in fact impossible, the misery and impact it
has on life by being imprisoned. Prisoners are visited by their families from time to time and this
is very important. His family in Turkey has very limited resources to see their husband or father
who is in prison in the US. This makes the prison sentence even more impactful. One day feels
like one year in fact.

For a moment, just imagine someone you know is arrested and incarcerated in another country
outside of the US. I am hoping that you would agree that the time that this person will spend
there cannot be equivalent to the time that they would have spent in the prison in the US.

In principle, since M. Hakan Atilla’s arrest, the time he had spent in “a prison in another
country”, away from his wife and child should be considered as an equivalent to spending ten
years and we are sure that you will see it this way. Undoubtedly, your experience and merits will
not allow you to disregard this recommendation and request. M. Hakan Atilla’s prison time there
should come to an end, and that he reunites with his family through Your Honor’s mercy and
understanding. We are expecting you to evaluate this situation with your utmost consideration.
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Your Honor, even if we refuse to believe it, even if we are up against a situation that involves a
crime and requires a penalty, the fact that the misery of the time spent in prison in another
country should be a sufficient penalty. In summary, it is time for M. Hakan Atilla to be with his
family again and this is completely in your hands, and at your discretion and solely depends on
your decision. (02/12/2018, Istanbul)

Yours sincerely,
Mustafa Ozkan
[signature]

(02/12/2018, Halkbank Genel Miidirliik (Head Office) Merkez Bina Kat: 10 bati Atagehir /
Istanbul)



110 bati Atasehir/istanbul)
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February 08, 2018

Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Dilar OZTURK. I have been working at HalkBank for the past 25 years. Currently, I am
working as a medium level executive at the Treasury Administration Department.

Hakan Atilla is considered a ‘success story’ at Halkbank. He has shown an extraordinary effort especially
during our bank’s initial public offering and he has become one of the architects of this very successful,
exemplary public offering. I do not think anyone was surprised when Hakan Atilla was promoted, as he
rightfully deserved it and in fact, we were all proud to see one of us get promoted. He has been a role
model and he will continue to be a role model for many young colleagues with his hard work, sense of
Jjustice, integrity, transparency and his drive to learn something new every day. This is not only true for
our own bank but for the entire banking sector. Even outside the Bank numerous colleagues agree that
Hakan Atilla is a very diligent, honest man who does not compromise on ethical values and who is
extremely loyal to his Bank.

More importantly, Hakan Atilla is a good person, he is a good friend. He always helps his friends who are
in need; he spends all of his free time with his family. He is a good husband and a good father. During
this process that he is going through, not only his colleagues at the Bank but also everyone who knows

him pray that he will be released as soon as possible.

I believe in justice with all my heart and I kindly ask you to show leniency and fairness so that Hakan can
return to his wife, his son, his family and his country.

Yours sincerely,

{SIGNED}
Dilar OZTURK

ApEESS: REDACTED

REDACTED ISTANBUL / TURKEY

e REDACTED



 REDACTEDisTaNsuL/TUM
REDACTED
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Honorable Judge Berman,

I was born in Sabanozu, Cankiri in 1963. I started working at Halkbank in 1983. I have held a
position in nearly every level of this bank. I was most recently transferred from the Denizli
Regional Coordination Office, where I served as the Head of Personal Marketing Department, to
the General Management Office, due to my health problems (cancer). I lost my husband to
cancer in 2000. I have two children -one daughter and one son.

I found the opportunity to meet our Deputy General Manager Mr. Mehmet Hakan ATILLA and
his wife Burgin ATILLA by the virtue of working in the same unit. I remember asking Mrs.
Burgin “Are you Mr. Hakan’s wife?” when I found out about this from other people a long time
after meeting her for the first time. Mrs. Burcin has never exploited her husband’s title for her
own benefit. Mr. Hakan, whom I got to know later on, would never allow that either. Mr. Hakan
has always prioritized goodwill over his status and title, and had stood out due to his personality
and modest character.

Mr. Hakan would frequently send me his regards through Mrs. Burgin, both regularly and when
my health problems intensified. He would ask: “Does Ms. Ulku and her children need anything?
Is there anything we can do for them? Let us know if they need anything.” This showed me that
he was by my side through the difficult times. I would like to underline that even though I did
not need any help financially, this act meant a lot to us, because me or anyone else that battles/is
battling with this disease, along with their families, always need some sort of emotional support.
I would like to add and point out with my utmost sincerity that the Attila Family called me the
most throughout the whole period that I was battling with this disease in 2017.

In February 2017, Mr. Hakan requested an ornamental pocket blade from me. The town where 1
was appointed to-Yatagan in the province of Denizli- is very famous for its hand-made and
customized blade designs. Even though I insisted that he accept the blade as a gift, he would not
do so due to his personal principles and sent me the money for it. He put an end to my
insistences by asserting, “I do not even accept gifts from the bank either Ms. Ulku. My intention
is not to offend you but my principles do not allow me to do so. I cannot accept something as a
gift especially when it is something I have specifically asked for.” (The conversation we had
about the blade I sent to Mr. Hakan is recorded and saved on WhatsApp. I don’t mind at all
sharing it with you, should you request it.)

Our only wish is that our Deputy General Manager Hakan ATILLA, who cares about children
and family-ties and has always supported his personnel that were in need not for an uiterior
motive but due to his kind nature, to be reunited with his dear son and his wife Mrs. Burcin, who
is known for her humble and modest personality and upholds moral values just like her husband
does. Your consideration of the happiness of the Atilla family, whom I am so glad to have gotten
to know while working together with, will thrill not just me but everyone else whom they have
established valuable relationships with.
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Your Honor,

I have tried to share all of my sincere and genuine feelings with you. I hope that you take into
consideration all that I have shared above, which is only a tiny fraction of so much more of what
I could have shared. (2/10/2018, Denizli/Turkey)

Address: Yours sincerely,
REDACTED [signature)
REDACTED Ulkii Hatice PARLAK
REDACTED / DENIZLi

Phone: REDACTED



. Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB- Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 154 of 204




Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 155 of 204

TAB 60



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 156 of 204

Your Honor,

I am a 47 year old banker who has been working in the finance industry for the past 22 years. 1
am still serving as a Branch Manager at Kirikkale Branch of HalkBank.

1 had met Hakan in 1989 when we were both students at Ankara Gazi University, I know him for
nearly 29 years now. Hakan is well-liked by those around him. He is an honest, hardworking,
successful, helpful and respectable person. I have never witnessed him disrespect me or any of
his colleagues or mistreat his family or friends in any way. He started his career as a Deputy
Specialist in HalkBank in 1995 and he moved up in his career to the position of Deputy General
Manager thanks to his hard work and his accomplishments. He is a successful banker. He is a
family man devoted to his wife, his son and his family.

Your Honor, I would like to share with you one of Hakan’s kind acts towards me. At the end of
2012, I had to leave the bank where I was working as a branch manager and I was unemployed
for nearly 1 year. I was having a difficult time covering my daughter’s high school tuition and
my family’s living expenses. When Hakan learned about this situation, he helped me by giving a
letter of reference to me to apply for a job at HalkBank and I started working at Halkbank in
December 2013. He not only helped me go back to my profession but he has helped me get on
my feet so that I could prepare my daughter for the future, fulfill her needs so that she could
resume her education. Therefore, I had witnessed firsthand how Hakan helped someone who was
in a difficult situation and what a kind-hearted and helpful person he is.

Your Honor, I trust your justice, I kindly ask you to ensure that Hakan returns to his wife, and
son, and to us and our country and I believe in your conscience, and tolerance and I am hoping
that you could show compassion.

Yours sincerely
[signature]
Musa SAHAN

02/07/2018

REDACTED

KIRIKKALE / TURKEY






Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 158 of 204

TAB 61



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 159 of 204

[handwritten text is indicated in italics)

02/09/2018

Your Honor,

My name is Huri Dilara Saymn. I have been working at the Financial Institution Department of
HalkBank for the past 6 years.

Mpr. Hakan is a kind and modest person. He is open to communication and he is a good listener.
He cares about the feelings and opinions of the people he is working with. When we have a
problem, he listens to us and puts effort to solve our problem. He listens to our innovative ideas
about work and he encourages us. He gives us responsibility and he provides guidance so that
we can improve ourselves. He is tolerant towards our mistakes. He shares his views on any issue
when we request his input. He comes up with various events to increase our motivation. He
appreciates us when we achieve something. He organizes celebration events on our birthdays.
He does not personalize accomplishments and he considers them as a collective effort of all of
the people he works with. He treats everyone fairly. He has become a role model for all of us
with his discipline, his honesty, and diligence at work and his relationship with his family. He is
an executive who is loved by everyone. He is admired by everyone due to his caring attitude and
his friendly approach. I feel lucky that I had the opportunity to work with Mr. Hakan.

The accusations against Mr. Hakan have shocked us, as well as anyone else who knows him.
This situation upsets us deeply. While giving your verdict, please keep Mr. Hakan’s wonderful
personality in mind. I wish that Mr. Hakan returns to his wife, his son and his loved ones as soon
as possible.

Yours sincerely,
Huri Dilara Sayin
{SIGNED}

Address: REDACTED
REDACTED
Istanbul
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The Honorable Richard M. Berman
United States District Judge

United States Courthouse

500 Pearl 5t.,

New York, NY 10007-1312

Dear ludge Berman,

{ am writing this letter in order to introduce myself and my previous cooperation with Mr. Atilla..i am
Derya Hamza Seferi, at age 40, wife and mother from Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. | have
graduated on the Faculty of Law in Skopje and currently t am on a position Head of Division of Risk
Collection, Compliance and information Security in Hatk Banka AD Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. |
have more than 16 years of experience in various areas in the Banking sector of Republic of
Macedonia, such as being responsible for the Legal Affairs Department, Human Resources
Department and Comipliance and Anti-Money Laundering Department.

I have met Mr. Atilla for the first time in March 2012 during the acquisition process of two Banks in
Repubtlic of Macedonia, in which | was involved as a Head of Legal Department. At the time Mr. Atilla
was member of the Supervisory Board of the Bank which acquired the Bank where | was working.
Our coaperation started in this professional manner which continued during the following years until
April 2015 when his mandate as Prasident of Supervisor Board of Halk Banka AD Skopje ended.

During this period my cooperation with Mr. Hakan Atilla was on monthly basis according the
requirements of the banking regulations in Republic of Macedonia. tn this period as Head of Legal
Department | was responsible for organizing supervisory board meetings and preparing the
materials for the members of this Board of which Mr. Hakan Atilla was president. | have to mention
that members and the president of the Supervisory Board of the banks in Macedonia according to
Macedonian legisiation should be licensed by the Governor of National Bank of Republic of
Macedonia. Before his appointment Mr. Hakan Atilla was evaluated by the regulatory body for his
enormous banking experience, his high reputation and his excellent corporate values. His
appointment as a President of the Supervisory Board derived from the excellent evaluation results.

During this period of our cooperation | had the chance to get know Mr. Atilla as a person. Mr. Atilla
was too dedicated to his duty in our Bank. As a President of the Supervisory Board in a period when
the Bank was newly introduced to the Macedonian market and when significant reforms were
undertaken in the Bank, he with his knowledge and high ethical principles contributed to the
astablishment of certain values in the banking activities, He was the person who implemented the
most important documents of the Bank, such as the Code of Ethics, Code of Corporate Governance,
Policy on Compliance and Anti Money Laundering, Policy on Conflict of Interests, as it was required
by the national and international regulation.

| cannot accept the fact that Mr. Atilla today is facing these charges because | was witness to an
opposite way of thinking, understanding and attitude towards his obligations and responsibilities as

a Banker.

I am sure that Mr. Atilla would never do such criminal activities because from my experience so far,
he was always leaving an impression of honest, stable and a person with high integrity. On every
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meeting he personally advocated for the Bank to work in compliance with the domestic and
international regulations. | would especially like to emphasize that he as President during the
adoption of decisions was always objective and | never got the impression that he is taking certain
side in the process of decision making. | was also witness on the meetings which we had with the
supervisory authority of Republic of Macedonia. Every time he addressed the supervisory authority
his basic principle was ensuring that the work of the bank must be in compliance with the legislation.
in this direction | would like to say that the opinion of the Supervisory authority of Republic of
Macedonia regarding Mr. Hakan Atilla as a person and his contribution to the work of the Banking
sector in Macedonia has always been quite positive,

As a President of the Supervisory Board be was often invited to various cultural events. He visited
some of them where | understood that he has a respect for different cultures. Although | didnt
know much about his private life, during our unformal conversations on the meeting breaks | got the
impression that he is @ person who is interested in arts, especially paintings and cares about the
different social, cultural and universal vatues. This was confirmed alse with his presance on one. of
the Bank's Corporate Parties together with his wife, where he came from Istanbul to Skopje specially
for this occasion in order to address the employees and emphasize their importance which was
much appreciated by all 400 emplayees. Thus he showed that he is a real family person and a person
who cares and values his employees.

With the end of his mandate { didn't had the chance to meet Mr. Atilla again. But after a certain
period, one day | was very surprised to receive a phone call from Mr. Hakan Atilla when he called to
express his condolences for my loss {my mother). Even though our corporation has always been on
professional level, | as subordinate employee and having in mind the mentality and culture
differences in which ! was raised, | didn't expect someone who is on a superior working position to
express his sorrow. | am really gratefu) for this and once again | was convinced that | have worked

with a good person first of all.

Mr. Hakan Atilla remains in my memories as a respectable and very professiona! person with high
dignity. | will always consider him as a model behavior person.

Honorable judge Berman, as a lawyer in South-East European country where the Continental Legal
System is being practiced, during my Law studies and even today | am convinced that the Anglo-
Saxon {Anglo-American) Legal System is real and fair system which contributes in justice to be
served. | hope that also in this case the justice will he served as well.

Respectiully,

Decya;Hamza,,Se‘fe ri
7/
i

K
2 it
S

I 1S S
/[Skogfe, 09.02.2018
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02/12/2018 Istanbul
Your Honor,
Please allow me to introduce myself before I start.

My name is Biilent Sezgin, I am come from the family of civil servants. My father worked as a
Veterinarian Technician. I grew up in Southern Turkey, Reyhanli and Antakya. I went to public schools
for my primary and secondary school education. I completed my studies in the Department of Political
Science and Public Administration at the Middle Eastern Technical University. I have been working for
the past 20 years in the field of investment banking, the last five years of which, I worked at Halk
Investments which is part of the Halkbank investment banking firm. For more than 7 years, I worked as
the Deputy General Manager responsible for Corporate Financing. I am married and 1 have 6-year-old
twins, one boy and one girl.

Since 2011, I have worked with Mehmet Hakan Atilla (Mr. Hakan) who is the Deputy General Manager
responsible for International Banking and Investment Relations at Halkbank as part of numerous mergers
and acquisition projects related to capital markets carried out by Halkbank, During this period, I had the
opportunity to get to know him better particularly when working on long term projects together for an
extended period of time on Halkbank’s secondary public offering (SPO) project in 2012 and Turkuaz
Project in 2015. Mr. Hakan started his career as a Deputy Specialist at Halkbank and moved up due to his
immense knowledge of banking that goes beyond his own field, due to his unaltered rational and honest
nature, his positive impact on international investors, his ability for dialogue and negotiations and his
tolerant approach towards his colleagues. All of his accomplishments made me follow him more closely
and accept his ideas as an important reference point while making my decisions about work.

Mr. Hakan originally comes from the city of Gaziantep in South Eastern Anatolia. He is 5 years older
than me. Not only do we come from a similar family background and share a common culture but we also
have mutual acquaintances all of whom have approved our friendship with Mr, Hakan. We have
developed a great friendship apart from our work relationship and this has led me to see him as a brother
rather than just a work colleague.

Our Company’s previous General Manager Mr. Murat Cetinkaya (Mr. Murat) and Mr. Hakan happen to
be the same age and are also both very close friends. Due to this friendship as well, we have happened to
come together on numerous occasions with him and his family over the past 7 years.

Mr. Hakan is a respectful and kind person; he is also a humanist who has a well developed sense of
empathy for others. Given these qualities, he leaves a positive impact on the people from every segment
of the society.

In my opinion, helping others when they are in need is one of his signature qualities of character. I would
kindly like to share a memory that would reflect on his benevolent side if you would allow me. Last year,
Mr. Murat lost his father and Mr, Hakan was the first person from his close circle of friends to console
him and to share his pain. And on the day of the funeral, he stayed and comforted Mr. Murat from the
early hours of the morning till the days end.
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Mr. Hakan was there for Mr. Murat and other members of his family. He gave them strength to stay
strong with his calm, consoling and guiding nature. Mr. Hakan was there for the bathing procedure where
you prepare the deceased for burial, the funeral ceremony and the burial ceremony too. He went out of his
way to make sure that the funeral was completed according to the traditions.

As a father who knows Mr. Hakan’s family well, I believe that Mr. Hakan deserves all the understanding
and tolerance regarding his evaluation. I sincerely hope and kindly ask you to adopt a tolerant and
considerate approach in your decisions and evaluations of him so that Mr. Hakan will be able to return to
Turkey, his wife and to his son.

Kind regards and Yours sincerely,

[signature]

Biilent Sezgin

REDACTED
Istanbul, Turkey
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February 8, 2018

Your Honor,

My name is Aysegul KOCAMAN SUNGUR. | started working at HalkBank in 2007. That is when
and how | met Mehmet Hakan ATILLA. When | first started working in the Department of the
Financial Institutions and Investor Relations, he was the department head and | have learned
many things from him regarding the business life. Hakan Atilla is one of the most distinguished
people in my life and | feel so lucky to know him. Therefore, what he went through on March
28th, 2017 and thereafter extremely saddens me as well as all my colleagues who work in the
unit. My only wish is for him to go back to his country as soon as possible and reunite with his
family and his loved ones.

Apart from being a respectable manager in the professional life, he is also widely loved because
of his humanistic personality. He takes interest in the problems of his employees; hears you out
when you share your problems and supports you as much as he can. My grandmother passed
away in 2008 after a very difficult struggle with lung cancer. Mr. Atilla supported me morally in
this period and when he saw how badly | was suffering after my grandmother’s death, he shared
with me his private memories with his grandmother and he told me how a special person she
was. It gave me relief that he showed empathy towards me and shared my sorrow.

Our prayers are with him during this difficult time he is going through. My 7-year-old son, who
sees how we are worried about Mr, Hakan, has written the following sentence in his notebook
and this was one of his first sentences when he learned how to read and write: “Dear God, |
wish Uncle Mehmet Hakan comes back to Turkey at the earliest time and that he rejoins with his
family and his son”. | wish with all my heart what this boy, who had recently learned how to read
and write, wrote in his notebook as a prayer with all his pure feelings to come true. Wishing that
he reunites with his wife, son, and his loved ones at the earliest time...

Address: REDACTED Yours sincerely,
REDACTED/ |stanbul {SIGNED}



REDACTED
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Istanbul, February 9, 2018
Your Honor,

I was born in Istanbul in 1972 and I completed my studies in Istanbul too. I worked in various
positions at different companies of the Turkish capital markets between the years 1992 and 2002.
In 2002, I joined the ‘HalkBank Family’. I undertook various assignments in the Treasury
Management Department of our Bank. I have also worked as a Department Director of the
Treasury Management Department between 2012 and 2017, Since November 2017, I have been
working as a General Manager at Halk Yatirirm Menkul Degerler A.$. [Halk Investments and

Securities Inc.] which is an affiliate of our bank.

I had the chance to know Mr. Mehmet Hakan Atilla both at work and in his personal life. I can
easily say that Mehmet Hakan Atilla is an honest man who has a strong character and who
upholds his moral values and beliefs in line with the moral teachings his family provided for
him. He is hard working, prioritizes humanitarian values, he does not treat anyone unfairly. He
had established his stance in society with the respect that he gets and his beliefs rather than his
position, money or other materialistic values. It is well known that he is devoted to his family.
He leads a modest life which is contrary to his status at work and he indicates that he is content

with his life at every opportunity. He is a cherished person who prioritizes friendship.

Your Honor, I wish with all my heart that you would be lenient and compassionate with Mehmet
Hakan Atilla and treat him fairly. My biggest wish is to have Mehmet Hakan Atilla return to his

wife, his family and his child as soon as possible.
{SIGNED}

Yours sincerely,

Serdar Stirer

Address: REDACTED
Istanbul/Turkey
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]
Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Ozlem Tasdemir. I have been friends with Hakan Atilla for twenty years. I started
working at Halkbank in 1997. This was also the same year I met Hakan. After working at various
departments and positions within the Bank for twenty years, I have retired as of August 2017.

Both Hakan and I started working at Halkbank around the same time. My friend Hakan who is
an intelligent, hardworking and reliable individual was appointed as Deputy General Manager
thanks to his own efforts and diligence. I followed his accomplishments and his promotions with
pride. When I changed cities and came to Istanbul from Ankara in April 2002, Hakan was my
biggest moral support. Despite our different positions, Hakan never made me feel lonely at work
in Istanbul. We were working in different departments but being such a good friend, he always
called me to make me feel that he was there for me both at and outside of work. He had even
offered me to work with them in the newly established department just in case I were unhappy in
my own department. I was in a big and unfamiliar city, assigned to a new position; those phone
calls from Hakan meant a lot to me and have been a real source of motivation for me.

Later 1n 2009, 1 started working with his wife Burcin whom I already knew. We worked together
until I retived in August 2017. Being and spending time with Bur¢in and Hakan both, at work
and in my personal life, and knowing that we are friends, is very valuable to me.

Hakan is one of those rare individuals who has all the beautiful characteristics of being a good
man and a good friend, husband, and father and at the same time a very good executive. Hakan
has an important place both in my life and in the lives of many people I know.

Honorable Judge Berman, as his friends, our only wish is for you to release our friend who is
Sfull of love for the humankind and to have him return to his wife, son, loved ones and to us as
soon as possible.

Your sincerely,
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Ozlem TASDEMIR
{SIGNED}

Ozlem Tagdemir

REDACTED

Istanbul - TURKEY
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The Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Ozer Torgal. I currently serve as the Department Head of SME Marketing (small
and medium-sized enterprises) at Halkbank. I have worked at Halkbank for nearly 17 years. I
also met Hakan Atilla for the first time 17 years ago. When we first met, we were both working
as administrators. I was working in the Marketing department and Hakan was working in the
Budget and Planning department. For a long time, we came together to work on the bank’s
budget and the annual Branch-Region-Bank targets. We would see each other both in and outside
of work. Additionally, I worked with his wife Burcin Atilla in the same environment for a while
as well.

The Atilla family are an extremely kind, and proper family that are adored by everyone. Both
husband and wife are hardworking and productive people in their place of work. Their devotion
to their only child Burkan is widely envied and admired in our circle. In short, I can describe the
Atilla family as being an ideal family.

Thanks to his diligence and creative mind, Hakan received the promotions he deserved in a short
period of time and rose to the positions of, first, Department Head, and later, Deputy General
Manager. Having one of our friends reach this position has always been a source of pride for us.
Despite all of this, he has never lost his modesty and has always continued his friendship with us
as one of our own.

He has put great effort and contributed immensely to the promotion of our bank within the
international finance community. By constantly making our bank his priority, he has been work-
oriented and achieved much success. He has been instrumental in connecting our bank with
international investment institutions like the World Bank, European Investment Bank and the
French Development Agency. He also mediated the transfer of important resources that were
needed for the investments made in our country.

Honobrable Judge Berman, Hakan Atilla, who has a stable family life and a work and career life
full of success, has never compromised on honesty or what he believes in. He has always
prioritized the interests of our bank and carried out his duty in accordance with the law. The
position that Hakan is currently in deeply saddens me and all those who love him. The difficulty
of the situation that his family, particularly his son and wife, are in and are facing cannot even be
put into words. I assure you there is not even one person who knows Hakan that would think that
Hakan would/could ever commit such a crime.
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We know that Hakan has been found guilty by your Court on the charges against him, and we
respect this decision. However, I have tried to describe to you, the Hakan I know. I have no
doubt that what I have conveyed above is the mutual and common opinion of hundreds of others
who know him.

Honorable Judge Berman, I would like to kindly request you to consider all of this and not give
Hakan a prison sentence. In this regard, I have complete faith in that you that you shall be
empathic and listen to your conscience.

Yours sincerely,
02/12/2018

Ozer Torgal
[signature]
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The Honorable Richard M. Berman
United States District Judge

United States Courthouse

500 Pearl St.,

New York, NY 10007- 1312 : Istanbul,
15 February 2018 '

Honorable Judge Berman,

My name is Seyit Ahmet Taymaz. I live in Turkey. I have worked for Turkey’s HalkBank for
nearly 18 years. My aim of writing this letter to you, is to share my thoughts and opinion about
Mehmet Hakan Atilla, whose vital decision you shall conclude soon.

We have an old proverb in Turkish that says “The sun cannot be covered be by mud”— which
carries the meaning of “the truth that everyone knows cannot be denied, nor can a lie be changed
or altered or covered up.”- in other words, the literal translation in English is “The truth cannot
be hidden.” Mr. Hakan and I work together in the same work place. I have personally known him
for 5 years. Whether they like it or not, it is a well-known fact, that he has rightfully reached his
professional position he is in today. There is no doubt whatsoever regarding his character,
honesty and professional expertise.

To see honest people in any given society or country, have a vision and work hard to reach a
good level/position, give the members of such societies beautiful things and hope for the future.
Mr, Hakan was that source of hope for/to us. You know the feeling you get when you are about
to give up on your dreams and are sick and tired of living in the country you are in because of all
the reasons related to the bad economic situation , the long and tiring work conditions, the hassle
and all the traffic and all sorts of unjust behavior and dealings that have happened or occurred to
you — and at the same time are on the verge of losing all your hope for the future, there are things
that exist that make you say that “good things occur or happen in our country”.... Well Mr.
Hakan was just that to us. To have the chance to work with such an executive has been a great
source of joy and pride to me and many other people just like me. He has been a role model and
inspiration to us with his stance and knowledge.

Hakan is a good person. He values the people he works with. He places importance on progress
and development. Whatever the age or status of a person is, he takes their opinion into
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consideration. He helps them boost their self-confidence... He takes note of dialogue. He is a
careful and attentive person. He is generous when it comes to sharing knowledge. He is polite,
sincere and genuine. He gives everyone their say and never brushes over anyone. Without
neglecting the necessary professionalism at work, whether it is because he is a director or not,
when it comes to communication with the bank employees, he always made them feel important
as a person. He was always by their side in their time of need and difficult days. The most senior
level person who had contacted me when I had lost my father and paid their condolences was
Mr. Hakan.

The Mr. Hakan I know cannot/does not tolerate two things, under no circumstances whatsoever:
first of which is he cannot stand injustice, and secondly is stupidity.

Your Honor,

The banking sector is an institution of reputation. Under these terms, the banker is expected to be
honest and honorable. If one of these qualities happen to be lacking, however much expertise and
knowledge one may have, it is pointless and of no benefit. Mr. Hakan is a respectable and honest
banker. But more and most importantly he is a good person.

We are deeply saddened to see, such a priceless person who has been raised and brought up in
our country and has the qualities I have briefly mentioned above, be far away from his country
for months on end and living in a state of deprived freedom. If this situation has even managed to
encompass and deeply affect us, and most of all Mr. Hakan, how wounded do you think his wife-
who is also another valuable co-worker of ours- and his son and close friends feel? I would like
to leave that up to your tribute and judgment.

Your Honor,

The Mr. Hakan that I know is not someone who could possibly commit a crime... He was an
exemplary banker who always abided by and took into consideration the national (domestic) and
international rules and regulations. I have tried to explain above the reason why I personally
think this way. In addition to this, I am not a legal expert nor am I a Judge to this case...
Regardless of what we may think or say or even believe, at the end of the day, the final decision
to be made regarding Mr. Hakan and the person that shall shape the rest of his life is you

We are talking about a person who has 20 or 25 years left to live- roughly saying that you only
live once and the average life span of a human is 70 years- who is a director, friend, husband,
father, son, brother and neighbor to mention a few and who is loved and admired in all his social
circles and is a person who is made out of flesh and bone just like me and you and has dreams
and fears and hopes. I hope and wish that your decision shall be, not for this respectable and
honest person to spend the rest of his life behind and in between four walls and for you to not to
allow him to be any further apart from his loved ones. For him to be able to go back to his
country with his head held up high and for him to continue to be a source of bright light that



Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB Document 498-6 Filed 03/26/18 Page 187 of 204

enlightens and spreads hope to the lives and people of his country, not just with his knowledge
but with his human characteristics as well.

In spite of everything, if you still have the slightest inkling or doubt that Mr. Hakan is guilty, I
would kindly like to draw your attention to the fact that, whilst making your decision, please
consider that he has been apart for way too long from his family and loved ones and deprived of
his freedom. Also, that if Mr. Hakan -has committed a crime unintentionally- be sure that he
shall never allow such a thing/mistake to ever happen again.

I would like to conclude my letter by reiterating my complete faith in the decision you are about
to take/make with regards to Mr. Hakan and his wife and son, that it shall ensure that they shall
be able to live the rest of their lives in freedom and peace.

Yours sincerely,
Seyit Ahmet Taymaz
{ Signature Signed }
Adress: REDACTED

REDACTED Istanbul, Turkey.
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Istanbul, 15 Subat 2018
The Honorable Richard M. Berman

United States District Judge
United States Courthouse
500 Pear] St.,

New York, NY 10007-1312

Sayin Hakim Berman,

lsmim Seyit Ahmet TAYMAZ. Tirkiye'de yagiyorum... Yaklasik 18 yidir Tirkiye Halk Bankasinda
caligtyorum. Size bu mektubu yazma amacim, yakin bir zamanda hakkinda hayat! bir karar vereceginiz
Mehmet Hakan ATILLA hakkindaki disiincelerimi sizinle paylasmaktir.

‘Glines balgikla sivanmaz’ diye bir atasdziimiz vardir. ‘Herkesin bildigi gercek yadsinamaz, yalan
yanlis sézlerle degistiritemez, dribas editeme?’ anlarmina gelmektedir. Hakan Bey’le aymi isyerinde
galigiyoruz. Kendisini gahsen 5 yildir tarimaktayim. Sevsin ya da sevmesin, kendisini tantyan herkes
bilir ki geldigi yere hakkiyla gelmistir. Karakteri, durlistlbgii ve is bilgisi Gzerinde higbir gblge yoktuir.

Vizyon sahibi, diirlist ve galiskan insanlarin iyi yerlere geldiklerini gérmek her toplumda, her likede o
toplumun Uyelerine gelecefe dair giizel seylerin olacagina dair umut vermektedir. Hakan Bey'de
bizim i¢in boyle bir umut kaynagiydi... Hani katil ekonomik kosullardan, yorucu galigma sartlarindan,
trafikten, ¢ekismelerden, ugradifiniz haksizliklardan vs bunalip yasadigimiz Glkeyle ilgiti hayalleriniz
tiikenmeye basladiginda; gelecege yonelik umudunuzu tam kaybetmek {izereyken ‘Memlekette giizel
seyler de oluyor’ dedirten seyler olur ya.. Iste Hakan Bey bizler igin o'ydu... Bayle bir yoneticiyle
calismak, bu sansa sahip olmus ben ve benim gibi bir ok insanda hem baylik bir mutluluk hem de
gurur vesilesi olmusgtur. Bilgisiyle, durusuyla hem bize érnek olmus hem de ilham vermistir,

Hakan Bey lyi bir insandir. Birlikte ¢aligtir insanlara deger verir. Gelisimlerine Gnem verir. Yagi ve
yetki durumu ne olursa olsun goriglerini alir... Ozgiivenierinin artmasina yardimer olur... Diyaloga
énem verir. Dikkatlidir. Bilgi paylagiminda cOmerttir. Nazik ve anlayighdir... Samimidir... Kimseyi
gegistirmez... Is yasaminin gerektirdigl profesyonellifi thmal etmeden, gerek dogrudan yoneticisi
oldugu, gerekse dofrudan yoneticisi olmamasina ragmen Hetisim icerisinde oldugu banka
calisantaring, kendilerinin en basta bir insan olarak degerli oldugunu hissettirir. Zor giinlerinde
yanlaninda olur... Babami kaybettifimde benl arayarak bassaghg dileklerini iteten en st dizey kisi
Hakan Bey olmustur.

Tamdiim Hakan Bey'in tahammiil edemedigi iki sey vardir 1k olarak haksizhga tahammild yoktur...
Ikinci otarak ta aptalliga...

Sayin Hakim,

Bankaclik bir itibar miiessesesidir. Bu dofrultuda bankacifardan da diriist ve namusiu oimalan
beklenir. Bu olmadiktan sonra istedifiniz kadar bilginiz/tecribeniz olsun ise yaramaz... Hakan Bey
dlirtist ve namusliu bir bankacidir. Ve ¢ok daha dnemlisi iyi bir insandir,
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Utkemizin yetistirdigi, yukanda saydifim meziyettere sahip, gercekten paha bicilmez nitelikte bir
insanin aylardir (tkesinden uzak; dzglrliklerinden mahrum bir sekilde yasamasi; bizier icin derin bir
tiziintl kaynagidr... Bizleri bu kadar sarsan bu olayin, bagta Hakan Bey olmak {izere, kendisi de bir
diger galisma arkadagimiz olan Hakan Bey'in degerli esini, oflunu ve yakin dostiarint nasi
yaraladiiirun takdirini sizlere birakiyorum.

Saytn Hakim,

Benim tamdigim Hakan Bey sug isleyen birisi dejildi.. Gerek ulusal gerekse ulusiararas:
dizenlemelere gore hareket eden drnek bir bankaciydi. Kanaatimin neden béyle oldugunu da size
yukanida anlatmaya calistym... Bununia birlikte, ben ne hukukguyum ne de bu davamn hakimiyim...
Bizler ne duslintrsek digiinelim, neye inanirsak inanalim sonugta Hakan Bey'le ilgili nihai karan
verecek ve onun bundan sonraki hayatini sekillendirecek kisi siz olacaksiniz,

Yanetici, dost, arkadas, es, baba, ogul, kardes, komsu vb olmak tizere sosyal yagam icerisinde
tistlendigl sayisiz rolll olan; seven ve sevilen; hayalleri, korkulari, umutlars olan sizin benim gibi etten
kemikten yaratiimig; ve bir defa gelinecek bu diinyada —hadl kabaca ortalama insan émriing 70 yas
olarak alalim- 20-25 yih kalrmg bir insandan bahsediyoruz... Bu diriist ve namusiu insanin kalan
dmrint dort duvar arasinda gegirmesine; sevdiklerinden daha fazla ayn kalmasina izin vermeyecek;
bagt dik, alni agik bir sekilde titkesine ddnmesini saglayacak; sadece bilgisiyle degil insani yonleriyle de
Glkesindeki insanfera igtk sagmaya ve umut olmaya devam etmesini saglayacak y&nde bir karar
vermenizi difiyorum.

Herseye ragmen Hakan Bey'in suglu oldugu yoniinde bir kanaatiniz varsa; hakkinda karar verirken
icerde zglirliigiinden ve sevdiklerinden uzak kaidigi onca zaman géz dniine alindiginda, Hakan Bey'in
- bilmeden bir sug islemigse bile- bir daha bdyle bir seyin olmasma asla izin vermeyecegi gercegini
dikkate almamzi rica ediyorum.

Hakan Bey'in bundan sonraki hayatini egi ve ogluyla birfikte huzurlu ve G2gir bir sekilde gecirmesini
saglayacak bir karar verecefiniz ybntindeki inancimi tekrar vurgulayarak mektubuma son veriyorum.

Saygilarimla,

Seyit Ahmet TAYM

Adres: \
REDACTED

REDACTED istanbul

TORKIYE
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[handwritten text is indicated in italics]
Istanbul, 02/06/2018
Your Honor,

My name is Zafer UNAL, I live in Istanbul, Turkey. Iam 48 years old, married with a daughter.
I am currently working as a branch manager of a bank. I have known Mehmet Hakan ATILLA
Jor nearly 15 years and I have known both him and his wife and son very closely as both a
colleague and a family friend.

Hakan ATILLA is an honest, honorable, decent and hardworking man. He has completed all of
the assignments that he was given until today with success and he was rightfully promoted. He is
very much liked both in the business circles and in his private life and he is an exemplary person,
colleague and family man. Apart from these personality traits, he is a devout person who is at
the same time both social and modern. He is benevolent and humane.

He had never left me or my family alone during our difficult times, even when he was busy with
work, he always found time for us.

The world does not need fake people but honest and kind ones. Hakan is exactly one of those
people that the world needs.

Honorable Judge, please help this wonderful person return to his family, and to us and the

society. Be sure that you will have a peaceful conscience as someone who has made the right
decision.

Please accept my kind regards and best wishes.
REDACTED
/ISTANBUL / TURKEY Zafer UNAL

REDACTED [signature]
REDACTED



REDACTED
- REDACTED
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Honorable Judge Berman,

I am currently working as the Kirklareli Branch Manager of Turkey’s Halk Bank. I felt the need
to share my own observations, knowledge and feelings regarding Mehmet Hakan Atilla, with
you, whom I have known since the first day he started working at the bank.

My intention of writing this letter is neither to praise Mehmet Hakan any further, nor to direct or
influence the court. Since the first day he started working as an Assistant Specialist in the bank, 1
know for a fact that his dreams and plans for the future, was of growing old, with his mum and
dad and small family in a small humble summer house in Cesme, Izmir, has not yet changed to
this very day.

His lifestyle and expectations are very humble. He is the type of person who is straightforward,
he can easily point out another person’s wrongdoing. He has no ulterior motives. He is a kind-
hearted, genuine person. He has never mistreated nor hurt a soul, and as far as I know, he has no
enemies. It is only because he is a humble human being and is hardworking and successful, that
he has been able to reach the high position he has at work.

He has many close friends and people who care about him because he has always been the kind
of person who shares his friend’s pain and joy.

Honorable Judge Berman, time passes quickly. Our life is but very short for us to be able to plan
it. To be totally honest, one must live life to the fullest and should not make mistakes, because it
is only then, when you have made a mistake, you will realize that you have run out of time to set
it straight.

It is because life is short one should work hard and try to avoid making any mistakes or do
anything that one might regret later, to be generous, have good manners and always be fair and
just and have a philosophy to follow in life. I have come to know Hakan Atilla under these very
such circumstances and values.

1 believe that Hakan should be distinguished and labeled as a person who has always been
satisfied with what he has got and that he lives life within humble means. Who considers all the
legitimate ways possible and recognizes the importance of the humane principles that are on the
verge of disappearing and who knows the difference between those who degrade the human
values and those who are greedy, avaricious and not content nor satisfied with their lot.

You, your honor, happen to be part of this role, be it with the natural passing of time or be it with
your high professional maturity and expertise, happen to administer a very important task. As
we say in our own terms ‘the scales of Justice are in your hands’.

The greatest common factor and value between our nation and yours is the national character and
absolute ethics and virtues that have been kneaded into and shaped by the supreme and high
justice that we share.
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For centuries long we have passed a high sense of justice that originates and is established from

the notion of just and fair governing of our history. Our justice system has protected, raised and

developed countries and civilizations. This is the biggest treasure that we can pass on to the
future.

You, your honor, have the means and power, through empathy and supreme justice, to
acknowledge, protect, look out for and perhaps relate to Mehmet Hakan Atilla, who is an
individual who respects himself, his family, his country and all the values of humanity. We can
only possibly contribute to the process of you being able to get to know him.

Honorable Judge Berman, I do not think that everyone can even conceive or begin to
comprehend the state of sorrow that his family is in and the despair of living in between four
walls that Mehmet Hakan Atilla is in. 1believe that you are an exception to the rule in this
regard. I have faith and completely believe that one of your greatest qualities, is that your
empathy is a reflection of your maturity.

I pray for God to help Mehmet Hakan, and all his loved ones, and lastly you, in making the
decision regarding Mehmet Hakan Atilla, who is a sparrow ( in other words, a wounded or bird
without wings) in the palm of your hands and who I believe to be not guilty. I pray for it to be a
decision befitting the scales of justice in your expertise, knowledge, power of reason and
judgment.

We live in a world full of disappearing loyalty and empathy and where slander and machination
are on the rise. Unfortunately, certain issues which may not be related to you, now become/are
becoming part of your problem. You become and/or are left all alone. No one takes your side nor
stands by you. However, with his aforementioned qualities, Mehmet Hakan Atilla is not alone.
We all are carrying the same feelings, our hearts beat as one with his in this trial, we all feel and
are going through the same things all at once. Because he is not at all a bad person.

Under the heavy laws of capitalism, no man or living creature should be oppressed for the sake
of capital,

My greatest wish and desire is to bravely and fairly fight , in the name of humanity, against all
the injustice and prejudice and live and breathe freely in a world where we protect and put our
values first, where injustice does not exist and where the number of people and good deeds
increase. The justice and human values that are in danger of change and disappearance and the
very same values that Mehmet Hakan has , should not be sacrificed nor compromised under the
pressure of or for the sake of avarice, status and politics.

On this pretext, [ would like to take the opportunity to politely extend my utmost regards and
respect to you and your family.

[personal signature]

MURAT YARIMOGLU
HALKBANK OF TURKEY
KIRKLARELI BRANCH MANAGER
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The Honorable Richard M.Berman
United States District Judge
United States Courthouse

500 Pear! St.

New York, NY 10007-1312

Sayin Hakim Berman,

Tiirkiye Halk Bankasi, Kirklareli Sube Miidiirii olarak gérev yapmaktayim. Mehmet Hakan
Atilla’y1 Bankaya bagladig: tarihten itibaren taniyan birisi olarak bilgi, tespit ve duygularimi
sizinle paylagma ihtiyaci hissettim.

Ne Mehmet Hakan’t oldugundan fazla 6vmek ne de bagkanligmizdaki mahkemenizi
yonlendirmek i¢in bu mektubu kaleme aldim. Bankaya Uzman Yardimecis: olarak basladig ilk
glinlerde Izmir Cesme’deki mittevazi yazliklarinda anne -babast ve ¢ekirdek ailesi ile birlikte
yaslanma arzu ve hedefinin yillar sonra da hi¢ degigmedigini biliyorum.

Hayattan beklentileri ve yasantis1 miitevazi bir insandir. Insanlarin ayibim rahatlikla yizine
séyler, delikanlidir, Arka plami yoktur. Igtendir, samimidir. Insanlara eziyet etmez, onun igin
de bildigim diisman: yoktur.

Galigkanhg ve bagansiyla geldigi, ancak énemsemedigini bildigim makami biiylik, kendisi
alcak gontillidir. Dost ve sevenleri goktur, ¢iinkii dostlarimn fiziintiilerine Giziiltr, sevinglerine
sevinen bir insandir.

Sayin Hakim Berman, zaman olabildigince hizli akiyor. Gegmis ve gelecek igleri
distinmeye/planlamaya yetmeyecek kadar kisa bir mriimiiz var. Agikgas: saytli Smriimiiziin
tadim ¢ikararak miimkiin oldugunca hatasiz yasamak gerekir. Yanhs yapildiginda yanlislan
diizeltmek icin zaman yetmeyebilir.

Onun igin bu kisa dmiirde; hatalardan uzak, gonlii rahat, ahlak: iyi, hakki gbzeten adaletli,
cémert, pismanlik duyulmayacak dogru bir davranis tarzi ve hayat felsefesine sahip olmak, ¢ok
sey istemeden yasamak ve ¢alismak 6nemlidir. Hakan Atilla’y1 ben bu giizel tarz ve degerleriyle
tamdim.

Kendisine yetecek kadar olana talip-kanaatkar, hayattan beklentileri miitevazi Sl¢tide simrh
Hakan’1, kendisine yetecek kadardan fazlasim isteyenden, hirsli ve kanaatsiz olandan, bunun
i¢in her yolu mesru sayandan, insanh@in degerlerini ayaklar altina alandan aywrmak,
kaybolmaya yiiz tutmus insani degetleri 6n plana gikararak farkhligi tescillemekten gegtigine
inaniyorum.

Siz gerek yasinin gerekse mesleginin en olgunlugunda bulunan, bizim tabirimizle adalet
terazisini elinde tutan ¢ok énemli bir gorevi ifa eden insansiniz.

Mensubu oldugunuz milletinizdeki, mensubu oldugumuz milletimizdeki en bilyiik ortak deger,
yiiksek Adalet ile yogrulmusg ahlaki erdem ve milli karakterimizdir.

Yiizyillarca hékimiyetini adalet ile saglayan tarihimizden gelen yiiksek adalet duygusuna
sahibiz. Insanhg, iilkeleri ve medeniyetleri Adaletin korudugu, blyiittiigit ve gelistirdiginden
hareketle bu bizim gelecegimize de tasiyacagimiz en biiyiik hazinemizdir.

M
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Kendisine, ailesine, iilkesine ve tlim insanligin degerlerine saygili olan, degerlerin adamu
Mehmet Hakan’1; bunlari izerinde bulundurmayandan ayirmak, yiiksek adalet ve empati ile
onu anlamak, tammak, kollamak ve gdzetmek imkanina siz sahipsiniz. Biz sadece onu
tanimaniza katk: saglayabiliriz. '

Sayin Hakim Berman, Mehmet Hakan Atilla’min ve sevdiklerinin {iziintilii hallerini, dort duvar
arasinda yagadigim herkesin anlayabilecegini sanmryorum. Ama inamyorum ki siz bunun
istisnasisimz. Empatinin  olgunlugunuzun yansimasi en oOnemli 6zelliginiz oldugu
inancindayim.

Avucunuzun iginde tuttugunuz serge misali, masumiuguna inandifim Mehmet Hakan’a iliskin
kararimzi; tecriibenize, muhakeme giiciiniize, ilminize, insani degerlerinize, sizin adalet
tartiniza yarasir sekilde verme konusunda Allah’in size, Mehmet Hakan’a ve tiim sevdiklerine
yardim etmesi ve kurtulmas: igin dua ediyorum.

Vefasizhigin, empatinin yok oldugu, iftiranin ve entrikalarin gogaldigt bir diinyada yastyoruz.
Maalesef ilgilisi olmadiginiz hususlar sizin sorununuza doniigityor. Yapayalmz kaliyorsunuz.
Kimseler yanimizda yer almiyor. Ama Mehmet Hakan yukarida saydigim 6zellikleri itibariyle
yalmz degildir. Hepimizin yliregi bu davada, onunla ¢arpiyor, aym seyleri hissediyor, aym
duygulan tasiyoruz. Clinkii o fena bir insan degil.

Kapitalizmin kurallannmm afirh@: altinda, kapital ugruna higbir insan veya yaratilmigin
ezdirilmedigi,

Adaletin, para hirs ve sahiplerinin, makamin, siyasetin, stratejilerin zorlamast altindaki
kayboima tehlikesi yasayan insanlik degerlerimizin ve Mehmet Hakan gibi bir insanin ve
degistirilme tehlikesi yasayan degerlerinin feda edilmedigi,

Haksizliklarin olmadigy, iyiliklerin ve iyi insanlann sayisinin arttis, énceliklendirilerek degerli
kihindign, kollamilip muhafaza edildigi bir diinyada nefes almak icin insanhk adina tim
haksizliklara karst adaletli ve cesurca miicadele edilmesi ve hiikiim verilmesi en biiyik dilek
ve temennimdir.

Bu vesile size ve ¢ok degerli aile fertlerinize hiirmet eder, saygilar sunart

MURAT YARIMOGLU
TURKIYE HALK BANKASI
KIRKLARELI SUBE MUDURU
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Your Honor,

1 started working at the Halkbank Bogazliyan Branch in 2009. I know Mr. Hakan through my
childhood friend Derya Zeynep Bayramoglu, who works in the bank’s Investor Relations section.

I have gotten to know Mr. Hakan’s personality alongside his helpful, reliable, honest, and kind-
hearted character. [ witnessed first-hand the support he provided for my friend Zeynep during her
difficult times. I personally saw him act like a father, and help Zeynep out with the basic human
need of accommodation when she began working for the first time. I also witnessed him support
her with her marriage, helping her start a family. For me, the moral and material support he
provided to a person that was trying to hold on to life has been something to take as an example.

During our personal conversations, I saw that Mr. Hakan ignores his senior executive position
and conducts his interactions with modesty. For me, the fact that he lights not only his own path,
but also the paths of others around him, cannot be ignored. I have seen that he, and his wife Mrs.
Burcin, and their son Burkan, together make a good family example. Knowing such valuable and
precious people has been a source of pride for me.

The world has always needed reliable, kind, and honest people that will light the way. I kindly
seek refuge in your consideration and understanding and hope that Mr. Hakan returns to his
loved ones, especially his family soon.

Yours sincerely,

Pinar YILMAZ

Deputy Administrator

Tiirkiye Halk Bankas1 A.S.

[signature]
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Sayin Hakim,

2009 yiinda T. Halk Bankasi A.S. Bogaziiyan Subesinde ¢aligmaya bagladim. Hakan Bey'i Bankanizin

Yatinimer lliskileri bolimiinde galisan gocukluk arkadagim Derya Zeynep Bayramoglu aracilifh ile
tanmimaktayim.

Hakan Bey'i yardimsever, giivenilir, diirist ve iyi ylirekli kigiligi ile tanidim. Arkadagim Zeynep’e zor
zamanlarinda yapmis oldugu yardimiara sahsen sahit oldum. Arkadagim Zeynep’in ig hayatina
basladiktan sonra temel ihtiyaglarindan biri olan barimma ihtiyacini karsilamast konusunda bir baba
gibi yardimina kogmasina, aile kurmak igin eviilifine destek oimasina yakindan sahit oldum. Bir
insanin maddi manevi hayata tutunma ¢abalarina vermis oldugu destegi benim igin her zaman drnek

ahnacak bir davranis olmustur.

Hakan Bey ile bire bir yapmis oldugumuz sohbetierde iist dizey bir ydnetici olarak statt fark:
gézetmeksizin miitevaz kigiligini tim davramglarina yansitiginl gérdiim. Fikirleri ve diiglinceleri ile

kendi yolunu aydinlattig: gibi, cevresindeki insanlara da igik olmasi benim igin kesinlikle yadsinamaz.

Esi Burgin Hanim ve oglu Burkan ile birlikte iyi ve 6rnek bir aileye sahip clduklarina tanik oldum. 8oyle

kiymetli ve degerli insanlarla tanigmak benim igin gurur vericidir.

Dunyanin yolumuzu aydinlatacak, giivenilir, diriist ve iyi yirekli insanlara her zaman ihtiyac

olmustur. Anlayisimiza siginarak midim Hakan Bey'in basta ailesi olmak Uzere, tim sevdikierine en

kisa siirede kavusmasidir,

Saygitaraimia,
Pinar YILMAZ
Yonetmen Yardimcis

Turkiye Halk Bankasi A.$.
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Your Honor,

My name is Hiiseyin Zeybek. I was born in Ankara, in 1970. After graduating from university, I
started working at Halkbank as a Deputy Auditor. I have served as an auditor and branch
manager, respectively. For more than 10 years now, I have currently continued to work as a
Department Director.

Hakan and I, have continued to take our friendship that our parents had started many years ago
further. Therefore, before I start telling you about Hakan, I would like to give you some
information about his parents. My father and Hakan’s parents worked at the same public
institution together for nearly 30 years. Both from what my father has told me and from what I
have myself observed, I have concluded that the ATILLA family is a well-liked and respected
family by anyone who has come to know them. My father has always told us that he has never
seen Hakan’s parents do anything wrong or have any problems at work. He also emphasized that
they have always been very attentive about their son’s education and upbringing. I can see the
positive results of this in Hakan very clearly.

Hakan is a person who has maintained all of the values installed in him by his family; he is a
moral, conscientious and merciful human being. He never compromises on his values. For
Hakan, no relationship or interest can ever be above these values.

We have been seeing Hakan and his family for years. Hakan, his wife Burgin and their son
Burkan treat each other with love and respect and they are an exemplary family owing to the
emphasis they place on family ties.

Mehmet Hakan ATILLA is a very sociable person and has quite strong relations with people.
Regardless of their financial or social status, he has friends from all walks of life and he can
assess people disregarding any kind of labels attached to them. During this difficult period, I
have personally witnessed how strong his friendship ties were. I would like to give an example
of how much Hakan is loved even by those outside of his close circle of friends. We used to have
lunch and dinner with Hakan quite frequently. He was the type of person that wherever we went,
he would be able to talk to anyone, be it a waiter or the boss of the restaurant and could establish
a relationship right away. Nowadays, any time I go to any of those Istanbul venues that we
previously went to with Hakan, all the employees ask me about him and tell me that they would
like to treat him as their guest at the venue when he returns.

We have been away from Mehmet Hakan ATILLA for nearly a year now. I am very sad not only
because he has been separated from his family for such a long time but also because I could not

see such a good friend for so long.

Your Honor, I would kindly like to ask you to consider Mehmet Hakan ATILLA’s devotion to
his family and loved ones and him being an exemplary individual when you assess this case. My

T. Halk Bankas: A.S. Barbaros Mah. Sebboy Sokak No: 4 Atagehir / ISTANBUL / TURKEY
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biggest wish is for my friend Mehmet Hakan ATILLA to return to us, his family and country as
soon as possible.

Y ours sincerely,

Hiuseyin ZEYBEK
[signature]

T. Halk Bankasi A.S. Barbaros Mah. $Sebboy Sokak No: 4 Atasehir / ISTANBUL / TURKEY






